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The check which Tom I.. John-
son’s programme of democratic-
Democracy met in Ohio on the 3d,
over which every plutocrat in
both parties from coast to coast
is jubilant to-day, is nothing but
a check, and a very temporary one
at that. ,

“When do you intend to renew
the fight?” Johnson was asked af-
ter the first dispiriting news had
been confirmed on election night.
“To-morrow:” he replied. And so
it will be. Johnson, like Bryan,
is enlisted for a war, not merely
for a battle or two.

And no one could realize better
than Johnson has realized all
along, that not in one battle, nox
in two. nor it may be in many, can
afinal victory in this irrepressible
conflict between plutocracy andde-
mocracy be won. More than that,
he has realized all along, no less
clearly than in this hour of tempo-
rary defeat, that the final victory
will be preceded by local and tem-
porary defeats as well aslocal and
temporary victories.

Howcould it be otherwise? The
forces against which Johnson has
contended and must yvet contend,
are not weak forces. 1f they were,
they would have collapsed with
Johnson's first splendid victories.
But note how strong they are.
First are the plutocrats of all po-
litical shades and conditions, from
the millionaire monopolist to the
“penniless plute.” Then there are
the political bosses and heelers of
all parties and all grades, from
bar-room loafer to senatorial
grafter. Then there are the

bribed newspapers, little and big,
which find their profits in fooling
readers. And then there are the
great thoughtless and bedeviled
masses themselves, upon whom all
these lions and jackals prey. Itis
these masses thatmustbereached
with sound doctrine and honora-
ble appeal; and thus drawn away
from the “confidence” men who
annually play off profitable bun-
combe games upon them in the
name of patriotism and prosperi-
ty. The man who takes up as his
life work the task of dealing with
that situation, as Johnson has
done, could not drop it if he would,
merely because one of his earlier
efforts fails.

Doubtless the one great force
that operated against Johnson in
Ohio last Tuesday was the hourly
reiteration by hundreds of Repub-
lican speakers throughout Ohio,
of the dire prediction that if Han-
na were defeated hard times would
come again, whereas Hanna would
preserve prosperity. It is not
complimentary to the intelligence
of any voter to suspect him of be-
ing influenced by such transparent
buncombe, but there is much rea-
son to believe that scores of thou-
sands of Ohio voters were so influ-
enced. The fact that the legisla-
ture is even more overwhelmingly
Republican than the popular vote
for governor, confirms this view;
for it was upon the legislature
and not upon the popular vote
that Hanna's election depended.

Nevertheless,somethingbesides
the “hard times” scare had much
to do no doubt with the dispirit-
ing result. The State was de-
bauched with the largest cam-
paign fund ever used in an Ohio
election. This fund was contrib-
uted by the railroad, street car,
public lighting, and other monop-
oly interests of the whole country,
for the purpose—not so much of
electing Hauna, for they can get

other servants as good as he;but
for the purpose of crushing John-
son, over whom they know they
have neither control nor influence,
nor any possibility of acquiring
either. Out of this gigantic fight
Johnson has come with clean
hands. He has had no great cam-
paign fund. He has spent no mou-
ey except for the barest neces-
saries for enlightening the people.
He has used no billingsgate, has
made no personal attacks, has con- -
fined his criticisms to the public
records of his adversaries and de-
voted his discussions to princi-
ples rather thanmen. Withseven
victories to his credit since he be-
gan his crusade for even-handed
justice in government, and only
four defeats, his character and
record stand out bright and
strong against the day for another
battle with the Princes of the
Powers of Darkness in American
politics.

The solitary place in all the
United States which has not been
wholly submerged by the pluto-
cratic tidal wave of last Tuesday’s
elections, is Rhode Island, where
Gov. Garvin is re-elected, in spite
of the baleful power of Senator
Aldrich, though by a reduced ma-
jority. Gov.Garvinisademocrat-
ic-Democrat. He belongs in the
same political category with Tom
L. Johnson, even to being a single
taxer. Like Johnson, too, he is a
man who not only knows but
dares. His administration in
Rhode Island has made him con-
spicuous even nationally. The
people of his State are to be con-
gratulated upon having defeated
their plutocrats with so able and
so radical a democrat.

The November issue of “Frank
Leslie’s Popular Monthly” should
be in the hands of every American
who has any sincerely patrioticin-
terest in the welfare of his coun-

try. For an article by the editors



