September 10, 1909.

The Massachusetts Single Tax League gave a
dinner on the 2d at the Commonwealth Hotel, at
which C. B. Fillebrown presided, in the absence of
James R. Carret, the president of the League. The
speakers were Garrett Droppers, professor of po-
litical economy at Williams College; J. B. Willis,
editor of the Christian Science Journal; Ernest
H. Clement, long-time editor of the Boston Tran-
script; Charlotte Schetter, president of the Wom-
en’s National Single Tax League, and Stoughton
Cooley of Chicago.

Samuel Brazier was the speaker at a memorial
dinner at Worcester, Mass., on the 2d.

* »

In Denver, Edward Keating presided at a dinner
in the Albany Hotel, and the principal speech was
delivered by John B. McGauran, in the

" place of Senator Bucklin of Grand Junction, who
had been prevented from keeping the appointment.
Other speakers were Judge Ben B. Lindsey, Jabez
Norman, Edwin Burdick, Dr. Edward Jackson
and Clarence J. Moorehouse. In response to a
telegram from Daniel Kiefer, chairman of the Fels
Fund Commission, a committee—Edwin Burdick,
J. P. S. Voght and Clarence J. Moorehouse—was
appointed to begin active work in raising the quota
of Colorado for this fund.

+

The Pittsburg dinner was conducted by Charles
Eckert as toastmaster, the committee of arrange-
ments being C. V. Horn, W. D. George, M. Mec-
Neill, Edmund Yardly, Frederick Schellenberg, H.
Noren and R. E. Smith. W. N. McNair, attorney
for the McKee’s Rock strikers and an enthusiastic
disciple of Henry George, was among the speakers.
The other speakers were Henry H. Wilson, Rabbi
Levy, Warren Worth Bailey and ex-Gov. Garvin of
Rhode Island. There were over 250 diners pres-

ent.
L

Other celebrations, not yet heard from,
were to have taken place in this country at Omaha,
Spokane, San Francisco, Montreal, Portland (Ore-
gon), Seattle, New York City, Philadelphia, Los
Angeles, Denver, E]l Paso and New Orleans. Oth-
ers are yet to come off—notably at Minneapolis and
St. Paul on the 12th, and at St. Louis in October.

+ +
The British Budget.

The budget discussion (p. 823) in the House of
Commons is now renewed, but upon other than the
land clauses. T. P. O’Connor, M. P., reports in
his Chicago Tribune letter of the 4th, that “the
renewal of the budget struggle finds the budget in
comparatively smoother waters,” although the
liquor interests are fighting the licensing clauses
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ferociously. 'The “guillotine,” or closure, i8 now
applied continually, to cut off make-believe debate
and dilatory motions; and there seems to be fair
reason for expecting the bill to go to the House of
Lords within the month.

+ 4

South African Union. :

The draft constitution for a federation of the
States of South Africa (p. 848) has passed hoth
houses of the British Parliament without amend-
ment, amendments preserving rights of franchise
to the natives being voted down in both houses. As
passed, the Constitution restricts the right to sit in
either house of the new South African Parlia-
ment “to persons of European descent”; and re-
fuses the right to vote to the black and colored
men of all of the States except Cape Colony, where
for the present the existing native franchise is re-
tained, with the provision that it may later be
taken away by a two-thirds majority of the South
African Parliament. Mr. Asquith is reported as
having said that there was no one in England who,
if it had rested with him to draw up the South
African Constitution, would have inserted a clause
invidiously debarring a man by reason of his color
from exercising the confidence reposed in him by
his fellow citizens. The House of Commons ac-

" cepted Mr. Asquith’s further view that, having

placed its opinion on record, it was better to leave
the matter to the spontaneous and unfettered judg-
ment of self-governing South Africa, Mr. Asquith
having cxpressed his “confident hope and almost
expectation that the new union legislature would
see its way without unreasonable delay to remove
this color bar.”
+ &

Niagara Movement Address.

The annual address of the Niagara Movement
(vol. xi, p. 587), authorized by the convention,
held at Sea Isle City, N. J., August 15-18,
has just been published. It describes the purpose
of the Movement as being—
to make ten million Americans of Negro descent
cease from mere apology and weak surrender to
aggression, and take a firm unfaltering stand for

-Justice, manhood and self-assertion.

Pointing to the progress of the Negro-American,
this address explains:

We are accumulating property at a constantly
accelerating rate; we are rapidly lowering our rate
of f{lliteracy; but property and intelligence are of
little use unless guided by the great ideals of free-
dom, justice and human brotherhood. As a partial
result of our effort we are glad to note among us
increasing spiritual unrest, sterner.impatience with
cowardice and* deeper determination to be men at
any cost. Along with undoubted advance and devel-
opment within, there continues without unceasing
effort to discourage and proscribe us. We not only
travel {1 publit ignominy and discomfort, but at



