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whether an individual suspected or
actually guilty of a criminal offense,
be arrested or convicted of it; but it
is always of transcendent importance
that he be not arrested or convicted
except in accordance with those re-
strictions and safeguards which the
people, taught by dire experience of
arbitrary power, have by their con-
stitutions and laws prescribed. We
have in our fundamental instruments
of government in this country, called
constitutions and bills of rights, cer-
tain guarantees of individual liber-
ties and rights, including freedom
from unlawful arrests, invasions and
searches, which we inherit from
magna charta and the common law
of England. They are the
warp and the woof of our system of
laws and governmemt, and without
them free government cannot exist.

But the police are not alone in need
of reminders such as that, and Judge
Gaynor takes occasion to admonish
the people themselves of the dangers
with which police lawlessness, even
with good motives, is pregnant:
Crimes and vices are evils to the
community; but it behooves a free
people never to forget that they
have more to fear from the growth
of the one vice of arbitrary power

in government than from all other
vices and crimes combined.

Perhaps the last place on earth to
look with confidence for a sensible
explanation of the trust problemisin
the editorial columns of the Chicago
Tribune. Yet in those very columns,
on the 1st of the month, the coming
in of the new year was celebrated
with just such an explanation. Re-
ferring to the fact that thesteel trust
“is in the market for iron mines and
ore lands,” and that it has recently
bought up two competing steel com-
panies, “not so much to get their
plants as to get the mines they
owned,” the Tribune proceeds with
its explanation:

The mere purchase of the steel
mills of independent concerns will
not give the steel corporation that
monopoly of a great industry which
the men at the head of it would like
to acquire. There will always be
capital available for the construc-
tion of iron furnaces and steel mills
except in the contingency that a suf-
ficient supply of ore cannot be ob-
tained. If the steel corporation
shall become the owner of the cream
of the ore lands it will have a natural
monopoly and will occupy an impreg-
nable position. The supply of iron

ore is not so limited as is that of
anthracite, but some ore beds are
rich and are so near the surface that
they can be cheaply worked. Other
deposits are of inferior quality and
are not so easily worked. The inde-
pendent company which had to de-
pend on the inferior mines would find
effective competition impossible.

Nothing is more obviously true, and
nothing so true could be better said.
The key to the trust problem is not
the monopolization of plants and
other artificial capital. All thatkind
of thing can be easily reproduced, so
long as labor is abundant. The true
key is the monopolization of natural
opportunities, which include not only
ore mines and the like, but also, as
the Tribune doubtless knows, trans-
portation rights of way and terminal
sites. Put an end to the monopoliza-

tion of such privileges and the trust

problem would be instantly solved.

A curious and possibly significant
political tendency has become visible
in Victoria, Australia, as a result of
the state ownership and operation of
the railroad system. It is nothing
less than a proposal in the new Vie-
torian parliament to disfranchise
railroad servants as citizens and en-
franchise them as a guild. The late
parliament was dissolved over a labor
question connected with railroad
operation. The ministry having pro-
posed to reduce the pay of railroad
employes, the employes threatened to
strike. This alarmed the parliament
and it refused to sustain the ministry,
which thereupon appealed to the
country. General elections for the

new parliament were consequently -

held last Fall. Upon the reorgani-
zation, the ministry, having in mind
the cause of the dissolution, intro-
duced a bill providing that civil serv-
ants be deprived of their votes in
their districts, and in lieu thereof be
allowed as a body to elect two mem-
bers of parliament. Strangely
enough the distinctly socialistic
trend of this proposal does not at-
tract the attention of those people on
the watch towers who are peculiarly
sensitive to anything “socialistic.”
All they see in it is a reduction of the

political influence of railroad em-
ployes. But if railroad employesare
to become a guild with political rep-
resentation as such, why not em-
ployes in other departments of indus-
try? Is there not here an evident
manifestation of a tendency toward
the substitution in politics of indus-
trial for territorial divisions?

If in any of our criticisms of gov-
ernment statistics we have seemed to
insinuate that Mr. Austin, the head
of the statistical bureau of the treas-
ury department is guilty of misrepre-
sentation in his boasting bulletins re-
garding the “favorable” balance of
American trade, we humbly take it
all back. After his display of enthu-
siasm last week over the “favorable”
balance of India’s trade, it is impos-
sible to think of Mr. Austin as a man
of fraudulent mind. Guilty knowl-
edge seems to be wholly absent. What-
ever other charge might lie at the
door of a man who appeals to the
trade of India to show that excessire
exports make a favorable balance, it
is certain that he cannot reasonably
be charged with bad faith—not u-
less he thinks all mankind are fook.

According to Mr. Austin’s inne-
cent Indian bulletin, the export: cf
India have grown from $%9,000,000
in 1850 to $392,000,000 for the fiscal
year ending last March, when the ex-
cess of exports over imports was
$127,000,000. “This,” writes Mr.
Austin, full of enthusiasm for com-
mercial progress in India, makes
“India the sixth country to-day inthe
list of the world’s exporting nation:.”
It places her next to the head of the
list, the United States still holding
first place.

By one of those coincidences that
are constantly occurring, Mr. Aus-
tin’s enthusiasm over India’s “favors-
ble” balance was gathering volume
about the time that a distinguishel
Parsee, Dadabhai Naoroji, made
speech in England, in the course of
which he complained somewhat bit-
terly of that same “favorable” hal
ance. And well he might. For the
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