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the resignation of the Chancellor, Prince von Bue-

low. Eight months ago the Imperial Ministry

introduced a fiscal reform measure, one provision

of which proposed an inheritance tax upon direct

heirs, including widows and children. As previ

ously reported this proposal was defeated on the

24th of June by 194 to 136. Because of that de

feat, and of the new grouping of parties which it

disclosed, Prince von Buelow resigned as Chan

cellor, and the fiscal legislation was thereafter con

ducted by the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. von Beth-

mann-Hollweg.

Financial necessities prophetic of an enormous

deficit, forced an adjustment of some kind ; and

on the 10th the original measure, greatly modified,

was adopted by the Beichstag. As adopted *t

greatly increases the burdens of indirect taxation :

higher taxes on beer, tobacco and brandy; higher

duties on coffee, effervescent wines, cordials and

teas—the tea tax being quadrupled; stamp taxes

on checks, dividend coupons, stocks, bonds, etc.

These are samples of Conservative tax reform in

Germany. There is also a tax on real estate trans

fers. The National Liberals, the Eadicals and the

Socialists voted against the amended measure.

secured from the King, and as a result the Home

Secretary gave the deputation a hearing on the

8th. After reading the petition and listening to

arguments he promised to forward the petition to

the King. Meanwhile the Despard faction ob

tained access to the Prime Minister at the front

door of his residence as he was entering, on the

9th, and he accepted their petition. The police

court on the 9th decided against the suffragettes

arrested on the 30th (p. 663) and sentenced Miss

Pankhurst to a fine of $25 or imprisonment for a

month. The same sentence was imposed on Mrs.

Haverfield, daughter of Lord Abinger. Notice of

appeal was given. On the 12th fifteen suffragettes

who in the course of a raid on the House of Com

mons June 29 broke windows with stones hidden

in brown paper parcels went to prison for a month

rather than pay fines. The suffragettes who pre

sented the petition to Mr. Asquith were arrested

and charged with disorderly conduct. They re

fused on the 12th to pay fines, and were sentenced

each to three weeks' imprisonment. They are re

fusing to eat, and are resisting the efforts to force

them to change their street clothing for the prison

garb, and are ignoring the prison rules of silence.

The right of petition is involved in these cases.

In connection with the tax on real estate trans

fers, a resolution is adopted by the Beichstag which

requires that a bill be introduced by April 1, 1911,

formulating a method for the taxation of the un

earned increment of land values. A ministerial

memorandum on this subject had been submitted

to the Reichstag on the 15th of June as embodying

the views of the treasury department. This memo

randum declared that a measure for the taxation

of increased land values for purposes of Imperial

finance would not be feasible at present, because

it would interfere with municipal taxation. In

summing up the results of the investigation of the

treasury department, however, the memorandum

declared that the taxation of unearned increment

is justifiable, and is very suitable for local pur

poses, but cannot be considered for the purposes

of the present Imperial finance reform, as it is still

too obscure both in theory and practice to enable

the scheme to be worked out within the time at the

Government's disposal. It is apparently in defer

ence to the final suggestion that the Reichstag has

now directed the Government to bring in two

years hence, a measure for unearned increment

taxation.

The British Suffragette Movement.

New tactics for securing a hearing were adopted

by the London suffragettes (p. 663) on the 7th.

The Pankhurst faction, led by Mrs. Pankhurst,

approached the King, but were ejected from the

palace grounds. Some suggestion was, however,

British Land Values Taxation.

The weekly cable letter of T. P. O'Connor, M.

P., as it appears in the Chicago Tribune of the

11th, describes the contest in the House of Com

mons over the financial bill (p. 635), as having

brought on a collision between the Liberal party

and the Labor party on one side, and the Irish

party on the other,—a collision which at one point

reduced the Ministerial majority to a dangerous

minimum. As Mr. O'Connor explains, however,

Lloyd-George is anxious not to antagonize the

Irish party, and the Irish party is "anxious to

support his land taxes so long as they do not hurt

Ireland." In further explanation of the land

values taxation issue, Mr. O'Connor says in this

letter of the 10th :

The hope of the tariff reformers [protectionists]

was that they could prove that taxation could not

be further increased without a tax on imports, which

they describe as a tax on the foreigner. The other

economic reason which works against the land tax

is the enormous number of persons who are Inter

ested in house and in building property near towns.

Added to all this element there Is that mighty landed

interest which, ever since William the Norman

created the feudal land system ten centuries ago,

has been the chief and most powerful factor in the

government of England. That class gathers around

it not merely all the men and women of ancient

birth, but also vast numbers of the nouveaux riches.

The big capitalists of London are as fierce against

the land taxes as the nobleman of the most ancient

and purest descent; Lord Rothschild walks arm in

arm with Lord Derby; the one only removed by two


