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EDITORIAL

Let Us- Rejoice with Soberness.
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oil on many troubled waters. In the Philippines,

between native and foreigner, between soldier and

civilian, between ecclesiastic and layman, and even

between intolerant Catholics and intolerant Pro

testants, he was exceedingly successful under try

ing circumstances in negotiation and accommoda

tion. In Cuba, a marked and unexpected success

attended similar exertions to secure mutual con

cession and accommodation between hostile and

contending factions. But in his attempt to bring

about reconciliation between the differing and

rapidly dissevering wings of his own political party

which unitedly placed him in the position of its

leader and elected him President, he has entirely

failed. What is the reason?

It seems to us that the reason is not far to seek,

and that it is full of hope for the future of democ

racy and true progress in the politics of the

United States. Had the conflict now openly in

progress between the warring divisions of the

Republican party been superficial; had it been

over patronage, or sprung from personal devotion

to different leaders; had it even been only sec

tional, Mr. Taft would have scored another triumph

as a peacemaker and compromiser. But the differ

ences were and are on other and more fundamental

lines. They are differences going to the very

bottom of our social and political life. On one

side are the sturdy defenders of privilege and mon

opoly which have been in these later years turn

ing the Republican party of Lincoln's times into

a far different kind of an organization. On the

other are men democratic at heart who have never

broken away from the nominal political affiliations

which had become to them almost sacrosanct, and

those of a younger generation who have joined,

as they supposed, the party of the political faith

of their fathers, and are discovering that it is lead

ing them to an entirely different social, economic

and ethical creed. They, too, at heart are lovers of

liberty, equal opportunity and true democracy.

Between these wings of the party, differing on

fundamental and basic principles, no final peace

is to be secured by a negotiator, however tactful,

however non-committal, and in whatever position

of power and leadership he may be.

This is the cause of Mr. Taft's failure. It

points directly to a new alignment of parties, and

to that cleavage on vital issues which will bring

the true democrats in both parties into a political

struggle, not between themselves, but against a

common foe. Whether in such a contest, present

party names, full as they are of historical asso

ciation and sentimental connotations, will give way

to others; or whether there will be an "exchange

of prisoners," and each party, honeycombed as it is

with persons disSenting from its present dominant

and more or less clearly indicated tendencies, will

purge itself of those dissidents, cannot yet be fore

seen, nor is it in any wide sense material. The fact

remains that the portents are all of a restatement

of political issues and a new birth of democratic

feeling. It is needless to say with what joy such

a consummation should be welcomed. Here, as in

England under such conditions, it would be good to

be alive that one might take part in the fight !

And in the situation is revealed, as it seems to us,

the deficiency in Mr. Taffs character or training

which will prevent him from being, or ever becom

ing, the forceful leader his too enthusiastic friends

believed him to be. It is not the tactful negotiator

or the successful diplomatist, the sunny-tempered

and good-humored friend, or even the cautious and

deliberative politician, that the times demand for

the Republican party leader, if that party is to

hope to retain the ascendency it has enjoyed so

long. It is rather the bold and quick thinking,

quick acting fighter, who will place himself dis

tinctly at the head of one or other of its wings,

and avow the faith that is in him. Were Mr.

Taft to ally himself with the "insurgents" and

"progressives," he would rally to his support

myriads of Democrats who are attracted to him

personally; and might well hope to succeed him

self in his present office. Were he as rigorously

to head the defenders of "vested" privilege and re

action, that hope might also still exist; for those

forces are still, sad to say, immensely strong in

the United States. Attempting the impossible,

trying to be with both parties simultaneously or

alternately, in shunning Scylla he will fall into

Charybdis ; or, in more homely language, between

the two stools he will fall to the ground, unless

the fates are kinder to him than we look for them

to be.

* +

The President's Conservation Message.

The long expected message of the President to

Congress on "Conservation of National Resources"

followed very quickly on the removal of its chief

champion and representative from his office. It is

a very mild and rather colorless document, of

which the most definite proposals are in favor of

the issuance of ten-year bonds to the amount of

thirty millions of dollars, to complete irrigation


