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Outhwaite’s at Hanley. Mr. Outhwaite is a Sin-
gletaxer of Imperial reputation, who, like Mr.
Hemmerde and Mr. Arnold, made the land ques-
tion his slogan and swept the field.

&

In response to, if not in consequence of, such
evidence as this of the popular strength in Great
Britain of the Singletax method of industrial so-
cialization, indications are now abundant (as a
perusal of our News Narrative and Press Opinions
of this week will disclose) of a contemplated ad-
vance by the Liberal ministry much farther than
heretofore in the direction of Henry George’s pro-
posals for abolishing industrial monopolies by
abolishing monopoly of the land.
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Panama Canal Tolls.

Something very like pettifogging is the posi-
tion of the United States government with ref-
erence to the discriminatory tolls at the Panama
Canal. This canal is either an international enter-
prise managed by the American government for
the general good on equal terms, or it is a na-
tional enterprise for national benefit; and that it
is the latter the American government has not
the face to claim. Then the American govern-
ment must concede it to be the former. But if
it is the former, if that canal is an international
affair, the American government has no right in
good conscience to impose any tolls upon the
commerce of other nations which it does not im-
pose upon our own. To insist upon doing so is
in effect to claim the right to make a national
monopoly of the whole carrying trade through the
canal. And by charging the tolls and then refund-
ing them nothing can be gained but a reputation
for bad faith. .

& &
A Policeman’s Thrift.

Upon resigning from the Chicago police force
not so very long ago, the wealth of a canny police-
man proved to be about four times as much as his
total salary during twenty years of service. Graft!
Not necessarily—not in the sense in which you
mean ; not criminal graft. At any rate he didn’t
get caught. His graft scems to have been quite
legal. He bought building lots and sold them as
Chicago grew, thercby legally putting into his
own pocket profits of communal growth. This is
graft, to be sure, but it is a kind of graft that the
law allows. “I have paid but $50,” said this po-
liceman in explanation, “for many a lot that I
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have sold only a year or go later for $500.” When
you realize that his profit of $450 a lot means
food, clothing, shelter—labor in some of its mani-
fold forms—and that the fruits of this labor go
not to those who do it, but to the thrifty police-
man who bought a space on the planet for $50
which he sold for $500, you begin to recognize
the grafty character of his profit. Somewhere
in the complexities of business the $450 which
that policeman gets without earning it, others
earn without getting it.
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Two Companionable Claimants.

For the honor of having expelled Mr. Lorimer
from the Senate, there are two claimants besides
the legitimate ones. William Randolph Hearst
claims it, along with the phenomenon of dawn at
cockerow, the invention of sleep, ete., etc.; Theo-
dore Roosevelt claims it a logical result of his
having refused to shake hands with Lorimer.
Roosevelt’s is somewhat the stronger claim of the
two, by inference from the fact that whereas he
did not shake hands with Lorimer and Lorimer
was subsequently expelled from the Senate, he did
shake hands with the unsavory Boss Cox of Cin-
cinnati who has not been expelled from the Sen-
ate. To be sure, Cox was never in the Senate,
but neither was Lorimer, by the terms of the de-
cision; and anyhow this is only a detail. Apart
from that advantage, however, Roosevelt’s claim
and Hearst’s are upon an equal footing. Did
these two modest men graduate from the same
megalomaniacal institute or are they only a co-
incidence ? i
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Lorimer’s Comeback at the Chicago Tribune.

Whatever may be the merits of the Lorimer
case, Senator Lorimer’s excoriation of the owners
of the Chicago Tribune and the Chicago Daily
News is justified by the facts. It is absolutely
true that valuable property rights of the public
schools of Chicago have been turned over to them
without consideration under newspaper pressure.
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Both the Chicago Tribune company and the
Daily News company owned leases of school land
in the heart of the business district of Chicago
in 1895. These leases had 90 years to rum, but
under their terms the ground rents were to be
readjusted every ten years. In 1895 the Chicago
school board was induced to cancel those readjust-
ment clauses, thereby transforming a ten years’
tenure (so far as rentals were concerned) into &



