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every tariff principle of reciprocity heretofore ex

pressed in the platform declarations of the Repub

lican party and recommended by former Republi

can Presidents. In the beginning, he said—

it was heralded as a blessing to consumers. So was

the tariff bill of 1909. It promises to reduce duties

for the benefit of the people. It reduces no duties

the effect of which can ever reach the people, but

it does reduce duties for the millers, the packers,

Standard Oil, the brewers, the coal combines, and in

Some measure, for the already grossly protected in

terests.

The La Follette indictment of President Taft is

thus summarized by Sumner Curtis, Washington

correspondent for the Record Herald:

Heir to the Roosevelt policies, as a Presidential

candidate, Mr. Taft was a pronounced Progressive

and the leading and most enthusiastic Roosevelt

champion from the first to the last day of the cam

paign.

Three months before he was inaugurated Roose

velt’s cabinet seemed certain of being retained by

Mr. Taft. Three months after he was inaugurated he

seemed to have forgotten that there ever had been

any well-known Roosevelt policies.

He had no sooner taken his oath of office than he

sacrificed the Progressive cause for the support of

the Aldrich and Cannon and other reactionary pro

gram.

Rebuked at the polls in the election of 1910, he

foolishly tried to buy back with postoffice appoint

ments the support of the Progressives in Congress,

which he had lost when he abandoned Progressive

policies. -

In the same spirit he is now seeking to regain the

lost confidence of the public by cabinet changes, in

the hope that the people will forget.

His conduct on the pending legislation is of the

same kind and quality as that which has marked

his whole course as President. Reciprocity is a

popular catch word. The President seized upon it.

He made an Executive compact the basis not of a

reciprocity treaty, but of a tariff bill. Upon this

false basis he seeks to force it through Congress

without amendment or change.

It is nothing that it pretends to be, and professes

to be nothing that it is. It is a little brother to the

Payne-Aldrich bill, the greatest legislative wrong

inflicted upon the American people in half a cen

tury.

[See current volume, pages 626, 659.]

+ +

The National Educational Association.

Under the leadership of Dr. Ella Flagg Young,

superintendent of schools at Chicago, a second vic

tory for the educational forces, as opposed to the

self-perpetuating ring, was secured at the conven

tion last week at San Francisco. The victory a year

ago at Boston resulted from the nomination from

the floor of Mrs. Young for president in opposition

to the “regular” nomination by the committee.

This victorious nomination was made by Katherine

Devereaux Blake of New York. At the San Fran

cisco convention last week the final victory re

sulted from the nomination from the floor of Miss

Blake for treasurer in place of the renominated

“regular” treasurer. [See current volume, page

659.]

+

The convention at San Francisco opened on the

10th. In her address as president on the 11th,

Mrs. Young declared the principle of the new re

gime, which seems now to be fairly under way. It

received an enthusiastic response. Following her

discussion of the principles of democratic educa

tion, it was stated by Mrs. Young as follows:

The National Educational Association should set

its mark for progress along with education. It is

no longer a small body made up of leading educa

tors. Its meetings no longer are little gatherings of

the leaders, but conventions of the main teaching

body of the country. For years the idea has pre

vailed that this great organization should be a money

ed body. For some reason it has been thought

that it should have a great fund; that its main mis

sion is to send various sorts of reports and literature

to its members throughout the country—the reports

of the technical work of committees. To my mind

this is not the true object of this organization. Its

mission should be the bringing together of the mem

bers who compose the teaching army for the discus.

sion of their practical, every day problems. It is

for the teacher first, and for the educational theorist

to a less degree, that this organization should con

duct its work. Our ideal should be to increase its

numbers, to spread its influence, to make more prac:

tical its work, and to inspire it with a broader, more

free spirit of democracy.

+

The first test of strength came on the 13th when

the nominating committee reported the name of

Carroll G. Pearse of Milwaukee for president and

that of Durand W. Springer for re-election as

treasurer. Mr. Pearse was acceptable to the demo:

cratic elements, but Mr. Springer was not. He had

co-operated with Nicholas Murray Butler of Cº

lumbia University in opposition to the democratic

policies of Mrs. Young. Instantly upon the recep

tion of the nominating report several motions were

made to accept the report, except that the name ºf

Katherine Devereaux Blake be substituted for Mr.

Springer's. The motion carried 4 to 1; whereupon

Mr. Springer got the floor and exclaimed:

I do not believe in this democratic way of electing

officers of the Association from the floor. I with:

draw.

His withdrawal was accepted, and Miss Blake's

election without opposition followed. The same

vote elected the following vice presidents:

First vice president, Ella Flagg Young of Illinois;

second, George H. Carpenter, Texas; third, C. C.

Philbrick, Arizona; fourth, Mrs. Helen Marsh Wix

son, Colorado; fifth, Dr. Samuel Andrews, Pennsyl

vania; sixth, Superintendent R. H. Wilson, Okla.
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homa; seventh, F. F. Stockwell, Wyoming; eighth,

E. D. Wressler, Oregon; ninth, W. C. Phillips, Mas

sachusetts; tenth, Edward Hyatt, California; elev

enth, James G. Joyner, North Carolina.

Francis G. Blair of Illinois addressed the con

vention on the day of adjournment, the 14th, call

ing upon the Association to begin a campaign in

States and municipalities to secure larger revenues

for public school purposes; and Katherine D. Blake

of New York urged the formation of a children's

peace society in the schools to counteract the influ

ence of the “boy scout” movement in fostering a

military spirit.

*

The false minutes of the illegitimate special

meeting of the board of trustees of January 23rd

last, at which Nicholas Murray Butler was recog

nized as chairman and which President Young had

refused to attend, were expunged on the 15th by the

new board of trustees and the action of the illegiti

mate meeting rescinded as invalid. [See current

volume, page 83.]

+ +

Land Value Taxation Movement in Oregon,

Active work under the county option tax

Amendment adopted at the Oregon election last

fall has begun in that State. The Amendment in

question, submitted under Initiative petition, has

inserted in Article IX of the State Constitution,

between sections 1 and 2, and as section 1a, the

following: -

No poll or head tax shall be levied or collected in

Oregon; no bill regulating taxation or exemption

throughout the State shall become a law until ap

proved by the people of the State at a general elec

tion; none of the restrictions of the Constitution

shall apply to measures approved by the people de

claring what shall be subject to taxation or exemp

tion and how it shall be taxed or exempted whether

Proposed by the Legislative Assembly or by Initia

tive petition; but the people of the several counties

are hereby empowered and authorized to regulate

taxation and exemptions within their several coun

ties, subject to any general law which may be here.

after enacted.

[See vol. xiii, p. 1233; and current volume. pagestº dº." > ne, pagº

+

. In illustration of the petition work in the coun

ties of Oregon now being done pursuant to the

foregoing Amendment, we quote in full the form

ºf Initiative petition in circulation in and for

Clackamas County:
.*

º". is a felony for anyone to sign any initia

his &A'. “...". petition with any other name than

for the or to knowingly sign his name more than once

he is same measure, or to sign such petition when

not a legal voter.

nitiative Petition—To the Honorable Ben w. Ol.

tº: Secretary of State for the state of Oregon:

°, the undersigned citizens and legal voters of the

State of Oregon and of the County of Clackamas, re

spectfully demand that the following proposed bill

for a local law for the County of Clackamas, shall

be submitted to the legal voters of said County of

Clackamas, in the State of Oregon, for their approval

or rejection at the regular general election to be

held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in

November, A. D. 1912, and each for himself says: I

have personally signed this petition; I am a legal

voter of the State of Oregon and of the county of

Clackamas; my residence and postoffice are cor

rectly written after my name.

A bill for a local law for the County of Clackamas,

to exempt from taxation all trades, labor, professions,

business, occupation, personal property and improve

ments on, in and under land, and to require that all

taxes levied and collected within the said Clackamas

County shall be levied on and collected from the as

sessed values of land and other natural resources,

separate from the improvements thereon, and on

and from the assessed value of public Service cor

poration franchises and rights of way.

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Oregon

in and of the County of Clackamas:

Section 1. That all business, labor, trades, occupa

tions, professions, and the right to conduct, work

at or practice the same; and all forms of personal

property; and all improvements on, in and under all

lands shall be and hereby are exempted from taxa

tion for any purpose within Clackamas County, and

no tax shall be imposed upon any trade, labor, busi

ness, person, occupation or profession under the pre

text of a license or the exercise of the police power

within said county; but in its application to licenses

and permits this is intended only to prevent the

raising of revenue from such licenses and permits,

and to prevent exacting of fees therefor greater than

the cost of issuing the permit or license, and is not in

tended to impair the police power of the county, city

or State.

Section 2. All taxes within Clackamas County

shall be levied on and collected from the assessed

values of all lands, water powers, deposits, natural

growths and other natural resources, and on and

from the assessed values of public service corpora

tion franchises and rights of way. This act does

not affect corporation license fees and inheritance

taxes collected directly by the State, nor such lands

as are used only for municipal, educational, literary,

scientific, religious or charitable purposes, already

exempt from taxation by law.

+ +

“The Singletax” Fight in New York.

Opposition to the Sullivan-Shortt, bills, before

the New York legislature appears to have intensi

fied public feeling in their behalf. These bills, one

introduced in the Senate by State Senator “Big

Tim” Sullivan of New York City, and the other

in the House by Assemblyman Shortt, also of New

York City, provide for reducing taxes on real es

tate improvements to half as much (value for

value) as taxes on land, the change to be by an

annual reduction for five years of the tax rate on

buildings until the proportion noted above shall

have been established. This plan was recommended


