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Chicago. Illinois, under the Act of March 3. 1879 lhe NO"h Pole Controversy.

1 ■ n — i1 a i" i ii ht'i. i The further the Cook-Peary controversy (pp.

CONTEHTS. 895, 925) goes, the more does it take on the ap-

fxiitorial: pearance of a quarrel between sports. Its scientific

The North Pole controversy 913 phases are obscured by this unseemlv brabble for
Some New Jersey Politics 91; * J -

The coming of a central Bank 915 the mere sporting honors of first at the goal.

Are They Siamese Twins? 915

The White Man's Country 915 +

Simple and Equitable Taxation 915

The ia nservationists 916 We are not of those who regard Polar expedi-

Is the Love of Freedom Lost? (V. S. Y.) 916 (- _„ „i „i „„ r\ r j.l. j j.- V.' ±i. l.

The ModeriTAttitude Toward crime (Griffith j. Grif- tlons as valueless. One of the duties oi the human

fltn> sis race is to learn all that can be known of the sur-

news narrative: ^ace an^ substance of the planet upon which they

President Taft's journey 919 live. Everv waste place, even, like every useless

cSSu&S* "asks6 .Wa'er:P°W.e.r. T.:USt.: :::::::: \m substance-tf there really be waste places and use-

Conservation of National Resources 922 less Substances in this earth of OUTS—is a legiti-

The British Land Question 923 , ,. , . •,•/. , j^juj •

The Irish Land Bill 923 mate object ot scientific search and field tor scien-

convention of German socialists 923 tific exploration. The unknown regions of the

The American Bankers' Association 924 _ , * , , °

William J. Bryan on Democratic Treachery 924 Poles, and the very points of the Poles themselves,

Death of Governor Johnson 924 are hi h objectives of scientific adventure. And

Street Car Strike In Omaha 924 ° «

Impending Chicago Traction Strike Settled 925 this regardless of whether OT not thev prove com-

Municlpl^cam^gn" iX!?™. \ ""^.""V. \m mereially valuable, or may be expected to. Com-

The Arctic Explorers 925 mercialism is not the only nor the highest of

News Notes 926 •

Press Opinions .......'. \\'.'.'.\'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.\'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. !]»26 ideals, indispensable though it be to all progress.

Nor is the expenditure of large sums of money

RELATED THINGS: * -n l ji.- u J a J rm.

• "Be of Good cheer" (R. w. Emerson) 928 for Polar expeditions to be deprecated. They are

The British Fight for Democracy 928 petty in comparison with the cost of a battleship or

Another Great Churchill Speech 930 i t e ■ -i m ai l c

Boom-a-Looma (E. v. Cooke) 932 a palace of a scion of privilege. Even the loss of

life on Polar expeditions is slight when measured

BTh^aoiden season 933 bJ the los3 of life we enthusiastically invite or

Death and victory 933 soberly endure for objects comparatively trifling.

Ap^mpmeV»''.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.V.'.'.'.'.'.'"!!!!!!;!!;!;''.!;;933 An^ while scientific adventure occupies this ex-

Periodicais 934 alted place among human functions, sporting ad-
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venture is not excluded from the category of hon

orable enterprise. The sporting adventurer who

makes "a dash" to the Pole in order to be there

first, is no more to be despised than the scientific

adventurer who increases the sum of human knowl

edge with reports upon Polar conditions. But

sporting adventure and scientific adventure arc

different things.

+

Commander Peary appears to have confused this

difference. He seems to have made the mistake

of supposing that the purpose of Polar expeditions

of the scientific kind is sport; that the object is

to get there first. And this mistake of Commander

Peary's is apparently giving Dr. Cook his growing

advantage in the controversy. Dr. Cook is frankly

a Polar sportsman. He makes no pretensions to

scientific adventure. His ambition was to lie the

first civilized man at the North Pole, and then

to get back into civilization alive in order to claim

sportsman's honors. It was a legitimate ambition,

and if he satisfies the world that he really did

reach the Pole, he will doubtless receive and be

entitled to receive the sportsman's medal of "first

at the goal." This is the honor for which Com

mander Peary also contests, not as a sporting ad

venturer but as the leader of an expedition of

scientific adventure. Thus far he makes no scien

tific report. On the contrary his report is sur

prisingly like Dr. Cook's—the report of an adven

turer whose primary purpose in making a dash to

the North Pole was to be the first person on the

spot. He left every other scientific man of his

expedition behind him, so that he could claim

this one merit personally. And so far as the

controversy has gone, it indicates that if this

sportsman's honor falls to either it must fall to

Dr. Cook.

*

But suppose that Peary, when he came back

into civilization, had been able to say and had said

that his expedition—whether he himself or not,

but at any rate his expedition—had penetrated to

the Polar point and brought back scientific reports

of all the observations that time, equipment and

Polar conditions permitted. Suppose when con

fronted with Cook's story he had said it might be

true or it might be a mistake, a problem which

further details might solve ; but that at best it only

affected the honors of an achievement which he

and the members of his expedition regarded as

secondary. Suppose he had said something like

that, who would have cared whether Cook had got

to the Pole first, or whether Peary in person had

got there at all. The groat honor would have

been Peary's as the responsible leader of a scientific

expedition, and all the more certainly if he had

made the scientific object of the expedition his first

consideration. His reputation as the greatest

Polar discoverer in history would then have been

secure, not only as a scientific adventurer no mat

ter how Cook's claims come out, but also with

reference to the minor honors of sporting adven

ture if Cook fails to prove that he is right in sup

posing that he was first at the Pole?

Something like that is what Commander Peary

would have been able to say and would have said

had he been animated by the zeal of scientific dis

covery. As it is, he has precipitated a trivial but

bitter controversy over mere sportsman's honors,

which seems to be going against him, and which

threatens to engulf and sweep away from him the

scientific honors he- may really have earned.

* *

Some New Jersey Politics.

Certain mild yet desirable amendments to the

State Constitution were voted down on referen

dum in New Jersey last week. They w-ere sup

ported by the State bar association, by Gov. Fort,

by "new idea" Eepublicans, and by many demo

cratic Democrats. But, in the exultant . language

of a triumphant opposition, they were ''beaten de

cisively." Both machines, the Democratic and

the Kcpublican, were against them ; and these

machines were, as the party machines there and

everywhere else always are, loyally supported by

Big Business.

*

Although the proposed reforms were as mild as

a Boston blizzard in June, they might have served

for an "entering wredge," and no "entering wedge"

is to be tolerated as long as the Interests can

prevent it. These arc somewhat like the Western

drummer who was asked at a revival whether he

would rather go to heaven or to hell, and replied

that Chicago was good enough for him. So with

the Interests: the going game with its existing

rules is good enough for them.

In New Jersey the Republican machine has a

"cinch." During the last session of the New

Jersey legislature, when a particularly flagrant

violation of public rights was going through the

legislative mill with a patriotic Republican whoop.

Senator Osborne, a democratic Democrat of New

ark, who had won his nomination and election

against the "Jim-Jim" machine, controlled by

James Smith and James Nugent.1 turned to the


