
LexXl

The Public
A National Journal of Fundamental Democracy &

A Weekly Narrative of History in the Making

LOUIS F. POST, Editor

ALICE THACHER POST, Managing Editor

**"& «t 1&U9

ADVISORY AND CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

James H. Dillard, Louisiana .

William Lloyd Garrison. Massachusetts

L. F. C. Garvin, Rhode Island

Henry F. Ring. Texas

William H. Fleming, Georgia

Herbert S. Bigelow. Ohio

Frederic C. Howe, Ohio

Mrs. Harriet Tavlur Upton, Ohio

Brand Whitlock, Ohio

Henry Gborge. Jr., New York

Robert Baker, New York

Bolton Hall. New York

Francis I. du Pont, Delaware

Herbert Quick, Iowa

Mrs. Lona Ingham Robinson, Iowa

S. A. Stockwell, Minnesota

William P. Hill, Missouri

C E. S. Wood, Oregon

John Z. White, Illinois

R. F. Pettigrew. South Dakota

Lewis H. Berens, England

J. W. S. Callie, England

Joseph Fels. England

John Paul, Scotland

Max Hirsch, Australia

George Fowlds, New Zealand

Vol. XII. CHICAGO, FRIDAY, JUNE 4, 1909. No. 583

Published by Louis F. Post

Ellsworth Building, 357 Dearborn Street, Chicago EDITORIAL
Single Copy, Five Cents Yearly Subscription, One Dollar ^^"^^

Entered aa Second-Class Matter April 16, 1898 at the Post Office at

Chicago. Illinois, under the Act of March 3. 1879 Labor Injunctions Expanding.

The American courts in the Philippines have

CONTENTS. let out another reef in labor injunctions. A strike

editorial: of street-car employes being in progress in Manila,

TtrRac^^t^^^r^uon::::::::::::::::^ «* strikers called a series of mass meetings to

conviction of a Fake Labor Leader 530 assemble on the 30th. But the mass meetings

The Meaning of Lorimei-s Election 530 wore prohibited bv a labor injunction. Note the

Public School Legislation for Chicago 531 > , , . . .. tv , , i •

Porto Rico and president Tait..... 531 progress of labor injunctions. First we had m-

"in the Arms of the Mincio" 631 junctions against violence in strikes; these de-

The Futile Fundamental Argument Against Land stroved the American right of jury trial for

Value Taxation 532 . J .. . , ° , ,

The Persecution of Emma Goldman 532 c'nme In connection with the labor movement.

Then we had injunctions against boycott publica-
INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS: ,. ., j , ,, . ° . J . . \ .

Government by Groups: A Tendency (M. J. Herz- tl0nS ' these evaded the American principle of a

berg) 535 free press in connection with the labor movement.

news narrative- '^n<^ now we nave an injunction against mass

The Tariff in congress 537 meetings ; which assails the American principle of

Illinois senatorial Election 537 free speech. It was a big blaze that Mr. Taft and

Work of the Illinois Legislature 537 » ,1 t, j i • j i • ji j t_. m.

The Traction Question in Cleveland 538 a few other Federal judges kindled when they

Philadelphia street Car strike 539 introduced the labor injunction into American

Race Strike on Georgia Railroads 539 jurisprudence

Negro Independence in Politics 539 . .

Conference on the Status of the Negro 540

The British Budget 540 The Race Question a Labor Question.

News Notes 541

Press opinions 542 In the strike on the Georgia Eailroad against

related things: the empl°yment of Negro firemen, we have an ex-

Despoiied (Geo. e. Bowen) 546 cmplification of what many have long felt to be

Rich Men and christian justice (H. f. Ring) 54r> true, that the race question is at bottom a labor

books: question and that the labor question is at bottom

Data For Investors and Social Students 548 a question of restricted opportunity. The ob-

The social Mind 549 ject of the Georgia strike against Negro labor at

Books Received 549 „ . ° ° °

Pamphlets 549 locomotive-nrmg, was to make room for white la-

Periodicais 650 bor. With abundant opportunities for both races,



530
Twelfth Volume.

The Public

there would have been no strike, for there would

have been no motive for striking. But with op

portunities so narrowed that the masterless man is

a starving man the struggle for jobs takes on any

form that happens to serve, and race differences

are usually most efficient. Political differences

would serve as well in some industrial circum

stances, religious differences in others, and either

would be as readily availed of. But in the

South at the present time—and in the North, too,

for that matter—the question of Negro or white

man is most available. On the Pacific Coast the

same scarcity of jobs develops race conflicts, with

Chinamen and Japanese instead of Negroes as

the white workman's enemy. The Georgia Rail

road strike certainly tends to confirm the Texan,

an old time slave owner, who, upon being asked

about the race question in his part of the State,

replied: "Race question! Well, it's about this

way. When the white man owned the nigger

there wasn't any race question ; if the nigger

owned the white man, there" wouldn't be a race

question; but when the nigger and the white man

both want the same job at the same time, then

there's a race question. It isn't a xace question

at all, my friend, not among the masses of the

people. It's a labor question."

* *

Conviction of a Fake Labor Leader.

While the fine imposed upon Martin B, Mad-

don, the Chicago "labor" leader, for blackmailing

employers by means of faked strikes, makes his

conviction seem like a farce, the conviction itself

cannot but serve a useful purpose toward ridding

the labor movement in Chicago of a dangerous

man whom it has done all it could to rid itself

of, and been opposed in its efforts by politicians

and business men.

*

Madden is not a labor leader, except in so far as

he has been able either to conspire with some

men in (he movement and others out of it and

thereby to fool unsophisticated workingmen, to

intimidate the prudent, and to slug the rest. At

the City Hall, until Mayor Dunne stopped it, he

had a "pull" that added to his power as a "labor"

leader. By fraud and force and City Hall assist

ance, to say nothing of the assistance of emh

ployers, he maintained control of the local Federa

tion. After hard contests he was finally expelled,

and under Fitzpatrick and Nockels and their

associates the Federation has been conducted on

the square. But big employers and grafty poli

ticians have all along found Madden useful, for

even yet he maintains control of an unaffiliated

labor organization which, now that his treacherous

methods have been exposed, may have the wisdom

and courage to drop him.

To say of such men as Martin B. Mad

den that they disgrace the labor movement,

is to miss the mark. What they really do is to

serve the enemies of the labor movement somewhat

as these are served by strike breakers, labor spies

and other employe's of detective agencies which

specialize on labor,—all under the pay of em

ployers. The remarkable thing about Madden's

case is that some of his capitalistic paymasters

have been inconsiderate enough to "give him

away," and that the others have stood by and seen

it done.

* *

The Meaning of Lorimer's Election.

When Mr. Lorimer had been elected [Senator

from Illinois (p. 537) lie informal the assembled

legislators that his desire for this office was prompt

ed by the opportunities it would afford him to pro

mote the construction of the deep waterway from

the Lakes to the Gulf. Probably this informa

tion gave them no shock of surprise. Mr. Lori

mer's election by Democratic votes—almost half

his vote having come from that party, under the

dictation of Roger C. Sullivan of the Democratic

national committee—was due in much greater de

gree, no doubt, to an understanding with reference

to the construction of that great waterway than to

any ordinary bi-partisan considerations or the ordi

nary spoils oil office. Possibly the feud between

Mayor Busse and Senator Lorimer will now

lengthen and strengthen ; possibly President Taft's

patronage in Illinois will be placed by Senator

Lorimer where it will "do the most good" regard

less of party; possibly Democratic supporters will

be rewarded by Senator Lorimer with ordinary

patronage in accordance with Mr. Sullivan's wishes

and promises; possibly the Lorimer-Sullivan mo

dus vivendi at Springfield will ripen into a treaty

that will turn Illinois politics inside out; or pos

sibly it all involves a Lorimer-Deneen-Busse coali

tion, with Sullivan in charge of the Democratic

supernumeraries. Possibly it means all this and

much more that the political palm readers are

guessing at. Much of it all is even probable. But

whatever the meaning of Mr. Lorimer's election

may be in those connections, the inference is more

than a possibility, more even than a probability,

that he for the Republicans and Mr. Sullivan for

the Democrats expect to distribute the rich con


