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come. Starting under the handicap of a $180,-
000 debt left by former administrations, the
commission will end the year without exceeding
a single appropriation, and with money left over
in several of the funds. Old debts were paid
off by a bond issue, but none of the money derived
from the sale of bonds was used in paying current
expenses. Not only has the city been managed
more economically than ever before, but more ef-
ficient service has been rendered in every depart-
ment. The streets have keen kept clean, paving has
been laid according to contract, civil service has
been installed in all departments, the efficacy of
the police department has been increased, a new
system of accounting has been installed—in fact,
the entire municipal government has been placed
on a business basis.”
+ +
An Indian War.

Fighting between Indians and Negro outlaws
with sherif’s men in Oklahoma on the 25th, in
which several Negroes were killed, has precipitated
a small Indian war in the eastern central part of
that State. The Indians involved are the Snake
clan of the Creeks, headed by their chief, Chitti
Harjo, or Crazy Snake (vol. ix, p. 823). On the
27th, when a sheriff’s posse was sent to Chitti
Harjo’s home near Checotah to arrest him, the In-
dians opened fire and two of the posse were shot,
one of them the sheriff’s son. Five companies of
the State troops were immediately called out, un-
der command of Colonel Hoffman, and an Indian
war was regarded as on. Chitti Harjo with one or
two hundred followers fled beforc the troops into
the Hickory hills, but his son, a young college-
bred man, fell into the hands of the white men.
How the latter obtained information from the son
as to his father’s plans is thus reported in one of
the dispatches from Oklahoma City: “Crazy Snake
is in personal command. This was established by
the testimony choked out of his college-bred son by
means of a nice new inch rope. Young Harjo was
strung up by the determined deputies until nearly
dead. Then he gasped out that his father was in
command, named the Indian who killed the depu-
ties, told the officers how to trail the band, and
did everything which a stoical redman is supposed
not to do when in the hands of his enemies.” On
. the 29th the band of Indians was reported as hav-
- ing been surrounded in the North Canadian bot-
toms near Pierce, by three hundred militiamen,
cowboys and deputy sheriffs, who were anxious to
bring on a battle, but the Indians were playing a
waiting game, and still eluded them.

* &

The Single Tax in Canada.

Another Canadian town has adopted the single
tax method of raising local revenues "(vol. ix, n.
518; vol. xi, p. 787; vol. xii, p. 274). This is Oak
Bay, British Columbia. In doing so it has fol-
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lowed the example of its larger neighbor, Nan-
aimo. By a vote of 4 to 3 in the Council—the
Reeve of the town sitting as presiding officer hav-
ing broken a tie—it was decided to exempt all
improvements from taxation. In explaining his
casting vote, the Reeve said that they already
taxed improvements at only half their value, and
if this was a good plan it ought to be a better
one not to tax them at all. The substance of all
the arguments in favor of this exemption, which
throws all taxation for local revenues upon the
local land values, was the same as that of Coun-
cilor McGregor, who proposed the change. As
reported by the Victoria Daily Times of the 2d, he
said that—

they wanted to encourage the erection of good
butldings. People should not be taxed because they
built a good house on their land or because it
was well fenced. A poor house, he thought, did
harm to the eommunity, whereas a good building
added to the value of the municipality. Vacant
lands, he asserted, held the place back while improv-
ing in value itself at the expense of the neighbor-
ing land. For this reason alone they should not
fine a man for improving his place, for that was
really what the present methods of taxation meant.

+* &
New International Naval Code.

The principles of law in regard to maritime
war agreed upon by the Maritime Conference in
session at London last winter (p. 108) were made
public in the United States on the 21st. These
principles will serve as law for the international
prize court to be established at The Hague. They
deal especially with the moot points of blockade,
‘“contraband,” “continuous voyage” (p. 108),
right of search and capture. The Chicago Tribune
thus summarizes the statements on these points:

The essence of the declaration on blockade is that
it must be confined to the ports and coasts belonging
to or occupied by the enemy and that the blockade to
be bindirg must be effective. The Anglo-American
doctrine of notice of blockade was adopted, as
against the Continental. This is that notice through
diplomatic channels of the establishment of such
blockade is sufficient.

A compromise was reached in the matter of the
doctrine of continuous voyage, all parties making
concessions; but the main features of the Anglo-
American doctrine that the ultimate destination of
the contraband shall determine whether such cargo
is subject to seizure as contraband, is retained in

" the case of absolute contraband; but is given up in

the case of conditional contraband.

On the question of contraband, the conference
adopted three classifications—viz.: Absolute,  con-
ditional, and not contraband. Absolute contraband
includes generally articles and implements of war,
and that may be used in war. Conditional contra-
band includes food supplies, fodder, and grain, cloth-
ing, suitable for military use: gold and silver, coined
and in bars, and paper representing money, airships
and flylng machines, fuel, lubricants, powders and



