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homa; seventh, F. F. Stockwell, Wyoming; eighth,
E. D. Wressler, Oregon; ninth, W. C. Phillips, Mas-
sachusetts; tenth, Edward Hyatt, California; elev-
enth, James G. Joyner, North Carolina.

Francis G. Blair of Illinois addressed the con-
vention on the day of adjournment, the 14th, call-
ing upon the Association to begin a campaign in
States and municipalities to secure larger revenues
for public school purposes ; and Katherine D. Blake
of New York urged the formation of a children’s
peace society in the schools to counteract the influ-
ence of the “boy scout” movement in fostering a
military spirit.

L

The false minutes of the illegitimate special
meeting of the board of trustees of January 23rd
last, at which Nicholas Murray Butler was recog-
nized as chairman and which President Young had
refused to attend, were expunged on the 15th hy the
new board of trustees and the action of the illegiti-
mate meeting rescinded as invalid. [See current
volume, page 83.]

+
Land Value Taxation Movement in Oregon,

Active work under the county option tax
Amendment adopted at the Oregon election last
fall has begun in that State. The Amendment in
guestlon, submitted under Initiative petition, has
inserted in Article IX of the State Constitution,
between sections 1 and 2, and as section 1a, the
following : '

No poll or head tax shall be levied or collected in
Oregon; no bill regulating taxation or exemption
throughout the State shall become a law until ap-
proved by the people of the State at a general elec-
tion; noneé of the restrictions of the Constitution
shall apply to measures approved by the people de-
claring what shall be subject to taxation or exemp-
tion and ‘how it shall be taxed or exempted whether
proposed by the Legislative Assembly or by Initia-
tive petition; but the people of the several counties
are hereby empowered and authorized to regulate
taxation and exemptions within their several coun-

ties, subject to any general law which may be here-
after enacted.

[See vol. xiii, p. 1233; and current volume, pages
650 and 651.] e
+

y In illustration of the petition work in the coun-
fles of Oregon now being done pursuant to the
‘;“egofng Amendment, we quote in full the form
of Initiative petition in circulation in and for
Clackamas County:
7
”Warnlng.—lt Is a felony for anyone to sign any initia-
mve or referendum pelition with any other name than
ros own or to knowingly sign his name more than once
r the same measure, or to sign such petition when
he is not a legal voter.
coltl:ltlatlve Petition—To the Honorable Ben W. Ol
We. Secretary of State for the State of Oregon:
» the undersigned citizens and legal voters of the
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State of Oregon and of the County of Clackamas, re-
spectfully demand that the following proposed bill
for a local law for the County of Clackamas, shall
be submitted to the legal voters of said County of
Clackamas, in the State of Oregon, for their approval
or rejection at the regular general election to be
held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November, A. D. 1912, and each for himself says: I
have personally signed this petition; I am a legal
voter of the State of Oregon and of the county of
Clackamas; my residence and postoffice are cor-
rectly written after my name.

A bill for a local law for the County of Clackamas,
to exempt from taxation all trades, labor, professions,
business, occupation, personal property and improve-
ments on, in and under land, and to require that all
taxes levied and collected within the said Clackamas
County shall be levied on and collected from the as-
gsessed values of land and other natural resources,
separate from the improvements thereon, and on
and from the assessed value of public service cor-
poration franchises and rights of way.

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Oregon
in and of the County of Clackamas:

Section 1. That all business, labor, trades, occupa-
tions, professions, and the right to conduct, work
at or practice the same; and all forms of personal
property; and all improvements on, in and under- all
lands shall be and hereby are exempted from taxa-
tion for any purpose within Clackamas County, and
no tax shall be imposed upon any trade, labor, busi-
ness, person, occupation or profession under the pre-
text of a license or the exercise of the police power
within said county; but in its application to licenses
and permits this is intended only to prevent the
raising of revenue from such licenses and permits,
and to prevent exacting of fees therefor greater than
the cost of issuing the permit or license, and is not in-
tended to impair the police power of the county, city
or State.

Section 2. All taxes within Clackamas County
shall be levied on and collected from the assessed
values of all lands, water powers, deposits, natural
growths and other natural resources, and on and
from the assessed values of public service corpora-
tion franchises and rights of way. This act does
not affect corporation license fees and inheritance
taxes collected directly by the State, nor such lands
as are used only for municipal, educational, literary,
scientific, religious or charitable purposes, already
exempt from taxation by law,

+ ¢
“The Singletax” Fight in New York,

" Opposition to the Sullivan-Shortt bills before
the New York legislature appears to have intensi-
fied public feeling in their behalf.  These bills, one
introduced in the Senate by State Senator “‘Big
Tim® Sullivan of New York City, and the other
in the House by Assemblyman Shortt, also of New
York (lity, provide for reducing taxes on real es-
tate improvements to half as much (value for
value) as taxes on land, the change to be by an
annual reduction for five vears of the tax rate on
buildings until the proportion noted above shall
have heen established. This plan was recommended
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by Mayor Gaynor's commission on congestion of
population, of which Benjamin C. Marsh is execu-
tive secretarv. The Commission recommended that
“the rate of taxation upon buildings be made one-
half the rate of taxation upon all land by five equal
reductions in five consecutive years.” Literature
and information may be obtained of Mr. Marsh,
Room 506, No. 320 Broadway, New York City.
| See current volume, page 635.]

+

Opposition comes especially from speculative
real estate interests led by Allan Robinson. They
denounce the bill as an entering wedge for the
Singletax of Henry George.

+*

Before the Senate committee on citics on the
8th, Mr. Robinson appears from the New York dis-
_ patches to have been the only important adversary
of the bills. Those who spoke for them were Mr.
Marsh, Raymond V. Ingersoll (chairman of the
Congestion Commission), Dr. William Jay Schief-
felin (president of the Federation of Churches),
Walter Laidlaw (secretary of the Federation of
Churches), and Charles James (representing the
People’s Forum and the Bowery Mission). Dr.
Schieffelin quoted from the last report of the
American Real Estate Company that an inevitable
increase in the value of land is due to the con-
stantly growing population of New York City,
and he read this list of organizations that have
approved the Sullivan-Shortt bills.

Brooklyn Central Labor Union, Tenants’ Union of
New York, the Federation of Churches, the Wyckoft
Heights Taxpayers’ Association, the South Brooklyn
Board of Trade, the City Club of New York, the
People’s Institute, the Women's Trade Union League
of New York, the Church Association for Improving
the Condition of Labor, the Neighborhood Workers’
Association, the East Flatbush Taxpayers’ Associa-
tion, the People’s Forum, the Committee on Conges-
tion of Population in New York, the United Hebrew
Trades, the Central Federated Union, the New York
State League of Savings and Loan Associations.

Among the merchants, manufacturers and others
who have endorsed the idea of halving the rate of
tax on all buildings, Dr. Schieffelin cited the fol-
lowing: .

V. Everit Macy, E. H. Outerbridge, A. Augustus
Healy, Byron W. Holt, Horace E. Deming, B. W.
Huebsch, John Moody, Frederic L. Cranford, Charles
O’'C. Hennessy, Mornay Williams, Edward T. De-
vine, Charles H. Ingersoll, Joseph N. Francolini,
James C. Shevlin, John J. Hopper, James C. Mun,
John T. Brook, George Foster Peabody, John W. T.
Nichols, John DeWitt Warner, Thomas J. Skuse,
Henry Holt, DeWitt Clinton, Jr.

At the time of the committee hearing, it was the
general belief at Albany, according to the World
correspondent, that both bills would be reported to
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their respective Houses, if not for passage at any
rate for discussion. .

A local report in the New York World of the
9th quoted Dr. Henry Moskowitz, head of the
Downtown Ethical Culture Society, as saying he
believes the bills will go a long way toward solving
East Side congestion, and in this view he was sup-
ported in the same report by Miss Mary E. Dreier,
the president of the Women’s Trade Union League,
by Mrs. V. G. Zimkhovitch of the Neighborhood
Workers’ Association, and by Mrs. Florence Kelley
of the Consumers’ League. “Halving the tax rate
on buildings,” said Dr. Moskowitz, “will encourage
the construction of healthy tenements, the consecu-
tive development, of the city from the centre out,
and the demolition of firetraps and unsanitary
buildings. The bill will reduce rents and break
up land monopolies. It will encourage manufac-
turers to remain in New York city. They will make
higher wages possible and will help the little man
to own his own home. Men wish to live near their
work, and the reduction of the tax on buildings
will encourage manufacturers to put up better fac-
tories in localities where the operatives may live in
their own homes, near the factories.” The agits-
tion for the change, so the World report concludes,
is likened—
to the great movement now under way in England
under the leadership of Lloyd George looking toward
the breaking up of the big landed estates and the
opening up of the land to small holders.

*» &
Reforms in Mexico.

Reports from Mexico indicate a general moral
cleaning up and the advance of the interests of la-
bor. Labor strikes from one end of the Republic
to the other arc said to be regarded by the Pro-
visional (overnment as indicating the excellent
fact that the country requires a new standard of
wages, and that the working classes have snm_pl)'
adopted the most efficacious method for establish-
ing it. “In a majority of cases,” says a dispatch to
the Chicago Inter Occan, “the wage earners have
been successful, and throughout the country their
influence has been felt. The Government has in
many cases voluntarily raised the wages of those
employed on public works.” Madero's platform 1n
the coming Presidential campaign, is said to con-
sist of but two planks—one against the re-election
of a president to office and one against the trusts.

+ +
Commutation of Sentence.

The Canadian cabinet on the 14th commuted
the capital sentence upon Angelina Neapolitano to
imprisonment for life. [See current volume,
pages 649, 659.] .

News dispatches from Ottawa explain that the




