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we have been compelled to point out ever since the

introduction of the budget that the Government have

shown a great and unnecessary disloyalty to this

Liberal principle, and as great and unnecessary an

anxiety to conform their measure to systems which

are opposed to it. This is fatal so far as it prevails.

. . . The budget contains positive vices, yet in re

sponse to the protests and threats of landlords the

Government are abandoning the only alternative

to these. Nothing could be more foolish from every

point of view. The budget, with its stamp duties,

petrol, motor, and tobacco taxes, was hostile to trade

at first. Every subsequent modification has been

dictated by concern for Conservative and reaction

ary claims. Exemptions have been made with regard

to land values which will remain as fences erected

across the path of progress; speeches have been

made in support of these exemptions which will stul

tify future Governments. Ministers seem to be want

ing in a knowledge of simple political facts, or these

facts are ignored by them. The people of this coun

try are hungering and thirsting for the application

of Liberal principles. It is the duty, and would be

to the advantage, of the Liberal party to apply these

principles. Because the Government have done this

to some extent they have renewed their strength.

But why should they mock and deceive the country

by their exemptions?

The "Nation," more socialistic than "Land Val

ues," refers in this wise to the same matters in its

issue of July 17:

As long as the two main principles of the bill

stand, we shall not greatly quarrel with concessions

on secondary matters. These two principles are the

taxation of unearned increment and the requirement

of universal valuation. They ar^, as we have shown,

complementary principles, together necessary to the

setting of our land system and our fiscal system on

a sound economic basis. The increment tax standing

alone the landowners might accept. It is valuation

as checked by the development tax which they fight

and will fight without compromise. To value the land

is to divulge the secret of the social system. It is to

hold up to the general gaze the basis of a great part

of wealth, to expose the venomous ulcer which saps

urban life, to indicate the true source of municipal

taxation and measure its copiousness, to bar the

profitable transactions of landowners with public

bodies. Let us be quite clear that no concession will

avail for the speedier passing of the budget as long

as we retain valuation for the double purpose of the

development duty and the increment tax. Let us

also be quite clear that on our side there can be no

tampering with these principles. They are the heart

of the bill; they contain the promise of a new de

parture in social legislation; they are the fulfillment

of a pledge to the municipalities; they have put a

wholly new spirit into the supporters of the Gov

ernment, and have enlisted in its aid the enthusiasm

of social reformers which under a series of disap

pointments had waxed cold. Any failure here, any

weakness, is out of the question.

The Labor party, iai their quarterly circular, is

sued July 29, state tha.t the budget, taken as a

whole, but particularly the clauses imposing ad

ditional taxes on high unearned incomes and on

land and monopoly value's, has been heartily wel

comed by the Labor party as a beginning of a

system of finance based upon the principles out

lined in a resolution carried unanimously at the

special conference held at Portsmouth this year.

"We hope," the circular0 goes on, "that every or

ganization affiliated to us will see that, however

many defects there may be in the bill, the Gov

ernment's proposals should, wherever it can lx'

done without conflicting with our own constitu

tion, receive their most active support, and be

saved from the destruction which the wealthy and

the landowning classes desire for it."

The Czar's Sea Visits.

The Czar of Russia, whose promised visits to

France and England aroused such storms of pro

test from the radicals of both countries (p. 754),

hardly trod English soil more than French (p.

754). He was landed very quietly on the Isle of

Wight on the 4th, and with the King visited the

naval station at Osborne. During the remainder

of his English visit he remained on shipboard,

and there received deputations from the lord

mayor and corporations of London and from va

rious chambers of commerce. On the 5th he

started on his return journey to Russia.

The Spanish Uprising.

Though order is now reported as having been

restored to Spain (p. 753), there is said to be a

deep undercurrent of dissatisfaction and resent

ment in the subdued Barcelona region. The re

pressive measures of the government were severe,

and Republicans of prominence, including several

aldermen, are still held in the dungeons of Fort

ress Montjuich. Upon the fate accorded to the

500 prisoners in the fortress may depend the

question of another uprising in the immediate fu

ture. The military authorities are believed to

favor a wholesale shooting, which, it is declared,

would precipitate another revolution. A Repub

lican Senator, Senor Solortega, claims that dur

ing the two days that the revolutionists were mas

ters of Barcelona they did not commit a single act

of cruelty or permit an assassination. A prominent

Republican of Barcelona is quoted as accounting

for the excesses of the populace and for the fail

ure of the movement, as follows: "The insurrec

tion at first had the support of all the Republican

elements in the country and promised to be a

complete success; but when the anarchists and the

anti-clericals began burning and sacking the

churches and convents the better class of Republic

ans withdrew. Had it not been for the insane

ferocity of the fanatics I sincerely believe that the
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Republican flag would today bo flying over Cata

lonia."

* *

Labor War in Sweden.

A dispute over wages in tbe woolen and cotton

industries of Sweden, over which 13,000 men

were locked out of the factories, involved other

industries, and on the 2nd the Employers' Federa

tion declared a lockout of the iron foundry hands,

numbering about 30,000. Other industries fol

lowed with lockouts, and labor followed with

strikes. The employes of the municipality of

.Stockholm, the capital city, and the state tele

graph linemen, entered the strike early, and it has

been feared from day to day that the railway

men's union would join them. On the 3rd the

banks of Stockholm were closed and put under

guard. On the same day all the ferries running

out of Stockholm ceased operations, and the large

steamers engaged during the summer in carry

ing visitors and residents to the seaside resorts

on the islands in the Baltic, stopped running, dis

charged their crews and laid up for the winter.

The street car employes and cab drivers of Stock

holm stopped work on the 4th. All milk supplies

were cut off, to the great hurt of the babies. The

grave-diggers of the Northern cemetery struck on

the same day, but those employed in the South

ern cemetery remained at work. On the day fol

lowing paupers were put to work burying the

dead, and stretchers were used for hearses for the

funerals, which were escorted through the streets

by soldiers. By the 5th Stockholm was suffering

severely for want of food, and the government

was bringing in what it could in guarded army

wagons. Prices for food were high, almost pro

hibitive for the poor. The strikers themselves

were largely living in tents or in the open, on

the shores of Lake Malar or the sea, and subsist

ing on fish. The strike leaders claimed on the

5th that 300,000 men were then on strike, about

one twentieth of the population of Sweden. On

the 6th many strikers, driven by hunger, or, as

it is claimed by the authorities, by dissensions, re

turned to work, among them some of the striking

grave-diggers. The National Labor Union pub

lished a statement on the 6th disapproving of the

strike of the electric light and gas workers, and

those plants seem to have been kept working with

out interruption. On the 6th the strikers held

their first general meeting in the woods north of

Stockholm. They resolved to continue the strike,

and demanded that the railroad, postal, telegraph

and telephone employes and the printers should

join them. The meeting was peaceable, but the

authorities took the precaution of watching it

through telescopes from a captive balloon that was

in telephonic communication with military and

police headquarters. Soldiers in two regiinents,

one at Falner and the other at Solleftea, made

mutinous demonstrations in sympathy with the

strikers on the 6th and 7th, and were confined

in their barracks. The presidents of the Em

ployers' Association and the Federation of Trade

Unions were given an audience by King G-ustav

on the 7th, but no agreement could be arrived at.

The Farmers' Association appealed to the public

on the 9th, to aid in harvesting the crops, which

was being prevented by the strike of farm hands.

Some of the printers struck on the 9th, and news

venders were refusing to distribute papers of non-

socialistic tendencies.

The Employers' Association was reported on

the 8th to be paying out $40,000 daily to support

its weaker members. The treasury of the Asso

ciation was said to be in a condition to stand this

drain for three weeks, and to have behind it in

addition a reserve fund of $4,500,000, which could

be drawn upon for an emergency.

The strikers have been aided by their brethren

in other countries, especially by the Scandina

vians of other nationalities. The Norwegian

labor unionists had already contributed $40,000

to their Swedish brethren by the 5th, and were

collecting more. The Danish unions had prom

ised to contribute a percentage of th«ir weekly

wages as long as the lockouts lasted; and collec

tions were being taken up for the strikers, in Fin

land. In addition to much aid from these

sources, it was reported on the 8th that large con

tributions were being received daily from Ger

many, Rumania and Bulgaria. It was announced

on the 9th that a delegate of the Central Federa

tion of Trade Unions, named Tholin. would

shortly be sent to the United States for the pur

pose of collecting contributions for the strikers.

NEWS NOTES

—The Seventeenth National Irrigation Congress

met at Spokane on the 9th, with George E. Barstow

presiding.

—The 55th annual convention of the International

Typographical Union assembled at St. Joseph, Mo.,

on the 9th.

■—The 8th annual convention of the International

Stereotypers and Electrotypers' Union opened at

Kansas City, Mo., on the 9th.

—The Chinese government is reported to have

signed a contract with a New York company for

the installation of a complete telephone system in

Peking, at a cost of $150,000.

—The government land lottery for distributing the

Coeur d'Alene Indian reservation took place on the

9th. Swarming around a large net-covered cage, hun

dreds of eager men and women saw Helen Hamil

ton, 12 years old, put her hands into a heap of 105,000

yellow envelopes and draw out the name of the lucky


