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Woman Suffrage in California.

The question of woman suffrage is to be voted
on by the people of California at their referendum
clection of October 10th. This is an election at
which every genuine democrat having the right to
vote ought to vote; and we cannot conceive of a
genuine democrat of any party as either withhold-
ing his vote from woman suffrage or casting it
against woman suffrage, when an opportunity to
vote dircctly on that question occurs. Here is an
opportunity for all professed democrats of Cali-
fornia to show their colors, and they should be
judged in the future by the colors they show now.
We hope we are well within the limits of prophecy
in predicting, and we are sure we do not overstep
the limits of fair judgment in assuming, that the
vote of every fundamental democrat of the Golden
State will be cast for woman suffrage.

L]

Let no one be deceived or deceive himself by
temporizing pleas. He who is not ready to vote
for woman suffrage at this California election is
opposed to it in his heart. By the same token he
is disloyal to his professions of democracy if he
makes any. If he says he wants woman suffrage
but thinks California is not yet ready for it, he
doesn’t want it. Such men belong in the class
of those who “believe in democracy but do not
believe in putting it into practice” They are
either pretenders or dupes. The time for excus-
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ing dupes is over in California; the time for
tolerating pretenders there is past. Let the hal-
lot talk when the boxes open at the coming elec-
tion.
: +

Five States already have adult suffrage regard-
less of sex, and their experience has proved the
case for woman’s voting. Out of one of them,
Colorado, has come much criticism, and many
willing dupes have been duped by it. But its source
-alone is enough to destroy its value as testimony.
Catch an active adversary of woman suffrage in
Colorado, and you've caught a prostitute of Privi-
lege. Woman suffrage in Colorado is condemned
by the very interests and for the very reasons
that ought to commend it to every true demo-
crat in the land. The facts alleged against it are
false; the interests that originate them are pred-
atory and socially vicious; the periodicals and in-
dividuals that circulate them are of the depraved,
the reactionary, or the dupe class. From every
point of criticism woman suffrage in Colorado has
heen a great civic success.

+

Woman suffrage is a medium for the expression
of that voice of the people which is the voice of
God. And the voice of the people fully and fair-
ly expressed is the voice of God; for in a full
and fair expression of the voice of the people,
conflicting selfishnesses ncutralize one another and
the human impulse for rightcousness comes to the
fore. But righteous impulses are feminine as
well as masculine in their qualitics and tendencies.
To check or suppress the feminine influence is
therefore to unbalance social order; and the civie
result, consequently, is not a democraey but a bach-
elordom. Woman suffrage will make no paradise
of human socicty in a day. No one expects it, no
one has ever predicted it, no one but its enemies
ever pretends that it has been expected or pre-
dicted. But it will help to make human society
more tenderly human than masculine suffrage
alone can make it. Without the co-operation of
woman in the household, the household is not a
home ; without the co-operation of woman in gov-
ernment, government lacks all the qualities of a
home which every government to be just and
progressive must possess. And the only way in
which woman can co-operate in government is
through woman suffrage.

+
The “mother’s knee” method=-both kinds=~—may

or may not be more than temporarily influential;
but none of ite influence will be lost if the mother
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have the ballot added to her equipment. And %
of the “clinging vine” method. All that is really
affectionate and useful in it mnot only sur-
vives woman suffrage but is purified and
strengthened by the greater civic intelligence and
keener sense of personal responsibility that is
acquired by women with the ballot. The time ha:
gone by for deploring the imposition of citizen-
ship duties upon women. The man who does this
is dishonoring womanhood with frou-frou flat
teries of the drawing-room ; the woman who does
it is a civic shirk—unintentionally, no doubt, and
without deserving harsh condemnation—but
“shirk” is really the only word that fits. For
women are citizens now. The ballot would im-
pose upon them no new duties; it would only give
them the means of better performing those duties
of citizenship which they already owe. They
must be excused for ill-performance of their civic
duties while the ballot is denied them, but it x
not so easy to excuse them for begging that it
denial be continued in order to relieve them of
civic duties. Women who try thus to shirk the

feminine duties of citizenship may be good moth-

ers, good wives, good daughters, good.swt‘(’ﬂleﬂrff,

good Sunday School teachers, good bridge player,

;;ood dressers, good anything you please of a e

sonal kind—and doubtless most of them raall

are in every way good women personally—hut

they are bad citizens. And those men al‘le' “O"hse

citizens, be they never so good persona])i "d“

take from such women their cue for condeseend-

ingly opposing woman suffrage.

+

In a few days we shall have Californias vz\:i
dict on this question. That the pronuotﬁdﬂin
dupes of Privilege may be left as far’b(j lcocial
the vote as they allow themselves to mnkdmn;ental
progress, should be the prayer of fun ‘a e
democrats of hoth sexes and all parties ¢ver!

where.
+ +

Woman Suffrage in Colorado.

The opponents of equal suffrage h
culating a statement that Denver
amount of juvenile crime—presim
mothers neglecting their children s dlder”
Judge Lindsey calls this an “Ollt,mg&onses are of
He says that most of the childrens 0 he ear 1900,
a trivial character,” and that during ¢ :11) 49 chil
out of a school population of 50,000, 0 tZ -
dren were so persistently delmqueﬂtL“_Zdw s
plained of a second time. Judg® ldl 1 am &%
“The police officers of Denver WOWS

ave been r"
has & great

for politics
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cheerfully testify that the criminal conditions
among youths that formerly existed in Denver have
not only greatly decreased, but the serious cases
that we formerly had to cope with from excep-
tionally bad gangs have almost entirely passed
away.” In this connection let it be also noted that
all the State officers of the Colorado W. C. T. T.
have signed a published statement that equal suf-
frage does not demoralize women or make homes
unhappy, and that in Colorade “nothing is so

feared by corruptionists as the vote and influence

of women.” None of this is news to anybody who
has taken the pains to look into affairs in Colorado.
The reports that woman suffrage is detrimental to
Colorado come from the same corrupt sources in
that State, are propagated through the same cor-
rupt channels elsewhere, and are swallowed by the
same gullible innocents from which, through which
and by whom scandalously false stories about
Judge Lindsey have come, and been propagated
and swallowed.
4
“Votes for Women” in Sculpture.

A statuette which has for some weeks been on
exhibition at the headquarters of the Political
Equality League in the Fine Arts Building, Chi-
cago, impressively represents a “votes for women”
ideal. Its varied symbolism, true and strong sim-
ply as symbolism, is nevertheless so unified and
subordinated that the central idea, a clarion call
of woman to women in behalf of the whole sister-
hocd, never once eludes attention. The work is
by Ella Buchanan, an Art Institute pupil in
sculpture under Charles J. Mulligan. One not-
able feature of this group is the sculptor’s use of
drapery so adapted as to make an appropriate de-
parture from the more usual nude of similar work,
hut with no consequent loss in symbolic value or
artistic effect.

+ b

The Woman Mayor of Kansas.

Ever since the municipal elections of last
Spring, “special correspondents” have kept news-
paper readers informed of a deadlock in the
municipal government of Hunnewell, Kansas;
and that this deadlock is due to the election of a
woman as Mayor—Mrs. Ella Wilson—is a fact
which flavors all the reports. But if any news-
paper reader has yet been able to learn from those
reports why the election of the woman Mayor
makes the deadlock, we congratulate him upon
his acuteness. Nomne of the reports disclose any
Ulegality in Mayor Wilson’s election. None of
them show any unlawful or scandalous conduct
on her part either as candidate or as Mayor.
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Everything appears to be regular enough so far as
she is concerned. But the town Council, all mas-
culines, refuse to co-operate officially with her.
And if one may fairly read between the lines of
the newspaper reports, they do this in a brutal
manner, without provocation, and with no regard
whatever for their own official responsibilities.
We must confess to ignorance of the mystical
cause of the Hunnewell trouble, and of the origin
and motives for exploiting it in half-told fashion
through the press of the country; but probably
any .one with an old hat wouldn’t have to eat
it were he to offer to do so if there isn’t licensed
lawbreaking in Hunnewell which the Mayor wants
to stop, and a distillers’ press bureau behind the
“news” of the deadlock.

+* &
Causes of Poverty.

Increasing poverty in New York City is re-
ported by the Association for Relieving the Con-
dition of the Poor; and out of this report those
who explain poverty by the intemperance of the
poor will get no help. Intemperance is given as
accounting for only two per cent of all the cases
of poverty reported on. Pretty soon the game of
blind-man’s-buff in the hunt for causes of poverty
will have to be given up. An open-eyed hunt for
the causes of wealth would soon solve both prob-
lems.

+ <+

A Correction.

The Public tries to be fair in its expressions of
opinion and accurate in its statements of fact, but
it doubtless fails often in both. That is the reason
it disclaims all pretense to infallibility. But when
mistakes are made, the only remedy is to acknowl-
edge and correct them if they are of enough im-
portance to be unjust or misleading. Such a mis-
take, as yet uncorrected, has just been called to
our attention. In the issue of August 18th we
reported Senator Bristow of Kansas as voting
against the bill for the admission of Arizona, with
the judicial recall in her Constitution and subject
only to referendum after Statehood, and this
wasn’t true. Mr. Bristow voted the other way.
[See current volume, p. 853.]

+

Our mistake was originally that of the Associ-
ated Press, which had named Senator Bristow as
voting against the bill. Its report was published
in the press of the country on the 9th of August.
On the 11th of August Senator Bristow made the
following statement in open Senate: ‘“Mr. Presi-



