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PUBLISHER'S NOTES.

Those who have pledged themselves tq
take one or more copies of the Review will
kindly remit on receipt. This they may do for
such copies as are received; or they may re-
mit for as many copies as they desire of each
issue for the year, for, if assured of a liberal
response, four numbers of the Quarterly will
be published. But in all cases it is desired
that instant remittance be made, in order that
our bills may be promptly met and the labor
and expense of other notification than this
brief announcement may be saved.

Where only remittance for copies ordered is
made, pledges for numbers of copies desired
of forthcoming issue, to be published about
the first of QOctober, should accompany such
remittance. Single subscriptions for the year
are $1; single copies are 25 cents each, or §
for $1, 10 for $1.50, 25 for $2.50, and 50 for
$5.00.

To a few selected names on the old sub-
scription list of the National Single Taxer
this first number of the Review is sent. It is
to be hoped that such persons will send in
their subscriptions. It must be remembered
that the Review does not fill the unexpired
subscriptions of the late National Single Taxer.
Amounts due on such subscriptions have been
cancelled, either by books or in other ways.
But the Review is a wholly independent en-
terprise.

We believe the Review will demonstrate its
reason for being; that it is the best propa-
ganda medium now published, and that it is
worthy of general support. There are defects
in this issue which experience will enable us
to correct. We will endeavor to make each
number a permanent historical record of the
movement, a review of its progress that shall
be all-embracing, and that shall mark the
successive steps toward the attainment of a
just and rational system of taxation and the
establishment in our laws of the equal right of
all men to the bounties of nature.

Our readers ought not to need any further
admonition with regard to the importance of
sending in news of the movement from all
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sections. There has been a fairly generous
response and thanks are due the correspond-
ents who have helped to make this Review
what it is. But much remains to be done.
Our foreign correspondents especially are
urged to keep us in touch with the movement
abroad. The plan of the Review can only be
successfully carried out with the co-operation
of single-taxers everywhere,

—— 5 o |

JAMES A. HERNE. ~

“James A. Herne died Sunday, June 2, at
his home in Convent avenue, New York city.”
This simple announcement conveyed to thou-
sands on Monday morning the intelligence
of the final departure of the veteran actor and
single tax apostle,

James A, Herne was born in Troy, N. Y.,
in 1839. When a mere boy he had aspirations
for the stage. He found employment in a
brush factory, where he remained for seven
years. But his ambition to be an actor was
not stifled and he bought an interest in a
play and appeared for the first time as a
seneschal in a piece called “The Doge of Mon-
targis.”

Mr. Herne was engaged by Mr. Jim Fisk,
Jr., as manager of the Grand Opera House,
in this city, at a salary of $10,000 a year, and
this sal he received for several seasons
until Mr. Fisk’s tragic death.

On the advice of David Belasco, Mr. Herne
turned his hand to play writing, and the first
fruit of his labors, and the play in which he
secured his first genuine success as an actor,
was written. The play was “The Hearts of
Oak.” This was followed by other original
plays, “Drifting Apart,” “The Minute Men of
'76” and “Margaret Fleming,” all of which
achieved some measure of success. “Shore
Acres,” written in '83, failed at first, but uiti-
mately became one of the greatest popular
successes in the annals of the American stage.
This play has been in some ways epoch mak-
ing, since it has influenced dramatic art, and
is destined perhaps to influence it more and
more. It proved the possibility of appealing
successfully to American theatre-goers with a
play built upon cleanly and subtle lines, and
appealing to the less obviously spectacular and
melodramatic, No one play in our generation
has done more to uplift the tone of dramatic
art and suggest its hitherto hidden possibili-
ties.

A conscientious, painstaking and gifted ar-
tist, a humane and loving heart and an Amer-
ican of fine fibre, whose appreciation of the
ideals of citizenship were as lofty as his
dreams of dramatic art, has left the stage.
The curtain is rung down, but as little as in-
dividuals count in the great scheme of God,
the world is sweeter that this actor and apostle
has lived in it; and thousands of those who
realize the coming of the reign of justice will
long honor the memory of one who helped its
coming. It is no time for grieving when such
a brave soul dies; with the work well done
and the harvest gathered he may fold his arms
in rest, serenely happy. After the turmoil,
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quiet; after the battle, night with its com-
passionate stars; after a life well done, the
kindly earth folded around him, with the
whispered benison of all the conscious disin-
herited. Thus he died.

A DYING CREED.

The faith curists of the Republican party—
in other words, the protectionists—are losing
their hold upon the thinking portion of the
party leaders. There is a notable tendency
to abandon the high protectionist ground,
and in no uncertain terms many of the men in
high places in the party are advocating freer
trade. The President, whose ear is always
close to the ground, is indulging in (for him)
extraordinary talk of the civilizing influences
of commerce and of the importance of foreign
wmarkets. Other phrases are dropped which
are no less significant. Is the Republican
partg the party of the free trade of the fu-
ture? Many stranger things have happened.
Chairman Babcock’s suggestion that “trusted”
articles be placed upon the free list is more
radical and revolutionary, and a recent inquiry
undertaken by our consuls at the direction of
the State Department for the purpose of as-
certaining to what extent ‘American manufac-
tured goods are sold more cheaply abroad
than at home is another of the many straws in
the wind.

It would be a curious though not exception-
al instance of partisan ingratitude if the Re-
publican party should now take up the issue
in great measure abandoned by their oppon-
ents. No doubt a great many Republican pro-
tectionists would immediately become Repub-
lican free traders, since much of such habits
of thought are the fruit rather of partisanship
than conviction, It would be a simple matter
to argue—and Mr. McKinley could safely do
it—that the time had now arrived for a for-
ward movement in the direction of ‘fair”
trade and lower tariffs. No genuine protec-
tionist—of the purely pecuniary, or of the con-
genital kind—should have been deceived by
reciprocity, yet great numbers of protection-

ists became, under the influence of Mr.
Blaine’s proposition, “reciprocitarians” at
once. It is easier than it looks.

And economic conditions are rapidly mak-
ing this attitude on the tariff more inviting
to the opportunists of the Republican party,
who have never yet missed a chance of this
kind. The manufacturers are feeling more
and more the necessity of cheaper raw ma-
terials; the fact that the trusts—just now the
bete noir of the people—derive much of their
power from tariffs, are all circumstances that
are urging the leaders forward into untried
paths. Meantime the people, or some of them,
are thinking, and the number of those who
do their own thinking are increasing. And
this may safely be predicted—the high-water
mark of protective tariff legislation has been
reached—it is now the ebb tide. The next
Republican tarif will include a substantial
reduction of duties.
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THE ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL ON
THE RIGHT OF THE USE OF
THE EARTH.

While it is true that a people have a certain
right to say what shall be done in a practical
way on their own soil, it is equally true that
a narrow-minded race have not the right to
shut out from wuse vast natural resources
which are as much the right of other peoples
to enjoy as their own land is for the native
race to govern.—Army and Navy Journal,
April 20.
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Will Mr. Church carry that reasoning a
little farther? A narrow-minded section of
the community to-day shut out from use vast
natural resources which other people have an
equal right to enjoy. The Army and Navy
Journal has shown a disposition to discuss
public questions in a liberal and fair-minded
way, and we do not doubt that if it sees the
application of its own reasoning it will not
hesitate to avow it.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Existing systems and methods of taxation
are so called on the principle of contraries—
because they are not “‘systems” and are with-
out “method.” They are in the state of cha-
otic disorder and formlessness of the universe
before the creation of the world. But for the
same reason that a Tory of that day objected
to the scheme of creation as an unwarranta-
ble interference with chaos, so the Tories of
to-day will oppose every rational attempt to
straighten out this abomination of tangles.
The only way that will do it is the single tax.

Every intelligent man who has had the time
and the opportunity to give the question his
earnest consideration is to-day a single taxer.
The intelligent are converted—it remains now
only to convert those to whom thinking is a
task of great difficulty, because of the struggle
for existence or the weariness of the body, or
prejudice, or habits of thought. But we shall
win; we are winning now. We are coming
nearer and nearer to the goal. Man’s eco-
nomic freedom is assured.
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“DR.” GUNTON, WHO FREELY TRADES
WITH HIS GROCER AND BUTCHER,
IS “A SAVAGE.”

Dr. Gunton devoted himself especially to
replying to an argument recently made be-
fore the commission by Edward Atkinson for
freer trade. Dr. Gunton said that the free-
dom contended for by opponents of the tar-
iff was analagous to the freedom of the sav-
age—a freedom which, if indulged in too
freely, not only brings injury to others, but
ruin to himself. —News Note.




