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dividual to the possession of his person, and we do not
understand why, when the individual surrenders the right
to possess his person, or is deprived of it for the good of
the state, the right to hold land in idleness when the best
interest of the country requires it to be productive, should
not be made highly unprofitable.

““If land for the purpose of soldier settlement is to be
acquired by purchase, the government paying the present
holders the prices which they are now demanding for it,
it follows that soldier settlement, instead of being open to
all those honorably discharged soldiers who desire to settle on
the land, will be open only to a privileged few who have funds
of their own to enable them to take over land so acquired.

“Such a scheme would be manifestly unfair, and, as
we consider that these lands could be acquired by ex-
propriation, without occasioning any actual financial loss
to their present holders, we would respectfully request
the favor of a reply.”

Work of The New York
- Tax Reform Association

E have received the Twenty-Eighth report of the

New York Tax Reform Association which tells of

what has been accomplished in 1918 in this State. All

bills advocated by the New York City administration and

other organizations for the more drastic taxation of personal

property have been defeated, and we are given an account
of some of the vicious legislation proposed.

Some of the significant paragraphs of this Report follow:

““The New York Tax Reform Association has maintained
since its organization that real estate taxes should be the
main source of local revenue, as the direct benefits of wise
local expenditures are reflected in the value of land, and
the real estate tax can be collected easily and cheaply,
without evasion. Ultimately, this tax comes from those
who use the land, directly or indirectly, whether as owners
or tenants or customers.”

Under the heading, ‘Simpler Tax Laws Needed" this
Report says:

“The ordinary business man is utterly bewildered by
the verbiage of the laws and the complex regulations and
interpretations by administrative officials. Especially is
this the case with the federal laws. In the endeavor to
adapt tax laws to modern industrial conditions, many un-
necessary and oppresive details have crept into the statutes
and administration. And as the arbitrary power to de-
cide what the laws mean is a delight to the bureaucratic
mind, simplification cannot be expected without a con-
certed effort from those who pay the bills.

Every person liable to taxation should be able to know
just what the law does, and to determine readily and in
advance the probable amount of his taxes, so as to adjust
his affairs accordingly. Certainty in assessment is al-
most as important to business as the amount of taxes paid.

A-growing and serious evil is the waste of productive
effort in complying with the requirements of the numerous
tax reports. Not only are business men put to large ex-
pense, but their time is taken up by harassing details and
their attention diverted from profitable activities. They
are put under pressure to change their business methods
to conform to the frequently conflicting tax requriements,
when the proper course should be to adapt taxation to
current business methods.”

Our Washington Letter

ACK in 1915, at a country cross-roads a few miles be-
low Washington, there was a country store, a few
tumbling shanties, and some ragged looking corn-fields.
Within six months time a city of forty thousand was built
on this site. It carried the euphemistic designation of
Hopewell. To-day rows of empty buildings adorn the
once prosperous embryo metropolis. A local wit suggested
this slogan for the deserted village: “Built in six months,
destroyed in six hours, rebuilt in six weeks, wiped out in
six minutes.”

My object, however, in mentioning the departed glories
of the once proud Hopewell is simply to point to the vivid
lesson it furnishes of how people, anywhere, by their co-
operation and fabor create an enormous value and then
hand it over to a few lucky forestallers who “work not,
neither do they spin.” Here are a few extracts from the
land-records of Hopewell. In 1915 the land was worth
$15. an acre. In 1916, two corner lots in the town sold for
$500.00. Within six months these same lots brought
$24,000. A church bought a lot for $500. and sold it with-
in a few months for $20,000. Hundreds of similar in-
stances could be cited. With the ending of the war Hope-
well disappeared and soon the land at the cross-roads will
be again worth $15. an acre.

Had Hopewell started with a just tax system that took
these land values for the people who created them, specu-
lation would not have taken its heavy toll from the workers
and business men of the community.

KEEP YOUR EYES ON NORTH DAKOTA.

Congressman Baer, of North Dakota, recently published
a cartoon showing Columbia pointing out to Uncle Sam the
State of North Dakota, that is blazing like a brilliant star
in the map of the United States. I asked Mr. Baer the
basis for the idea. *‘'The result of the last election,” he
said,"'is enough to suggest it. North Dakota is now in the
front ranks of democratic communities. The people of
North Dakota, by means of one of the most liberal Initia-
tive and Referendum laws in America, have made it pos-
sible for them to secure action on any measure they may
desire to consider. Also, they have made it possible for
the State to go into the banking business and lend money
to their own people; they have appropriated money to
enable the farmers to erect their own mills and elevators;
they have provided for hail insurance by assessing the cost
of the system against the land values, so that the holders
of vacant and unused land pay for the protection furnished
the owners who put their land into use, and they have re-
moved the tax from the improvements and personal prop-
erty of the farmers.”

This seems to me to be splendid progress. What State
can point to tax reform to equal this? I should advise
all true democrats to keep their eyes on North Dakota.

WHAT A LITTLE REFLECTION TEACHES
In * The Education of Henry Adams,” in speaking of his



