The Single Tax, June, 1896
The Single Tax Platform
The Single Tax contemplates the abolition of all taxes upon labour or the products
of labour —that is to say, the abolition of all taxes save one tax levied on the
value of land, irrespective of improvements.
The Single Tax is not a tax on land, and therefore would not fall upon the use of
land, and become a tax upon labour.
It is a tax, not on land, but on the value of land. Thus it would not fall on all land,
but only on valuable land, and on that not in proportion to the use made of it, but
in proportion to its value—the premium which the user of land must pay to the
owner, either in purchase money or in rent, for permission to use valuable land. It
would thus be a tax, not on the use or improvement of land, but on the
ownership of land, taking what would otherwise go to the owner as owner, and
not as a user of the land.
In assessments under the Single Tax all values created by individual use or
improvement would be excluded, and the only value taken into consideration
would be the value attaching to the bare land by reason of neighbourhood, public
improvements, etc. Thus the farmer would have no more taxes to pay than the
speculator who held a similar piece of land idle, and the man who on a city lot
erected a valuable building would be taxed no more than the man who held a
similar block vacant.
The Single Tax, in short, would call upon men to contribute to the public
revenues, not in proportion to what they produce or accumulate, but in
proportion to the value of the natural opportunities they hold. It would compel
them to pay just as much for holding land idle as for putting it to the fullest use.
The Single Tax therefore would—
(1.) Take the weight of taxation off the agricultural districts where land has little
or no value, irrespective of improvements, and put it on towns and cities, where
bare land rises to a value of tens of thousands of pounds per acre.
(2.) Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes and a horde of tax-gatherers, simplify
government, and greatly reduce its cost.
1

(3.) It would 'do away with fines and penalties now levied on any one who
improves a farm, erects a house, builds a machine, or in any way adds to the
general stock of wealth and employs labour. It would leave every one free to
apply labour, or expend capital in production or exchange without fine or
restriction, and would leave to each the full product of his toil, whether of hands
or brain.
It would, on the other hand, by taking for public uses that value which attaches to
land by reason of the growth and improvement of the community, make the
holding of land unprofitable to the mere owner, and profitable only to the user. It
would thus make it impossible for speculators and monopolists to hold natural
opportunities—such as valuable land—unused or only half used, and would throw
open to labour the illimitable field of employment, which the earth offers to man.
It would thus solve the labour problem, do away with involuntary poverty, raise
wages in all occupations to the full earnings of labour, make over-production
impossible until all human wants are satisfied, render labour-saving inventions a
blessing to all, and cause such an enormous production, and such an equitable
distribution of wealth, as would give to all comfort, leisure, and participation in
the advantages of an advancing civilisation.
The ethical principles on which the Single Tax is based are :—
(1.) Each man is entitled to all that his labour produces. Tnerefore, no tax should
be levied on the products of labour.
(2.) All men are equally entitled to what God has created, and to what is gained by
the general growth and improvement of the community of which they form part.
Therefore, no one should be permitted to hold natural opportunities without a
fair return to all for any special privilege thus accorded to him, and that value
which the growth and improvement of the community attaches to land should be
taken for the use and benefit of the community.

2

