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A Word
With You

By ROBERT OLANOY

“To those who, secing the vice
and misery that spring from the un-
distribution of weslth and
privilege, feel the possibility of a
higher sorial state and would strive

‘for its attsinment,”

Thus did George dedicate his -

Progrese and Porerty. In itself, this
dedication is ¢ clarion call,
Multitudes of -touled people
have so seen, so felt and so strivean,
Why haven't more of them heeded
George's call, come foromrd to en-
list, tecoive their “basic teaining,”

" and serve? Is it becanse, when they

are ready for a call, more strident
trumpets age souading? “Came with
me," bares ane, "I will lead pou to

" an ideal society. You only need to

avertuen the present sotten system,
help install curs, and then you will
have pasition, security, everything”

You don't have to guess thi!.tri'm
hoisiest of trompets is communism,
It is only one of many. The caco-
phony of social Is runs the
ﬁﬁmﬂ: from the flute tosting of the

gooders to the drum-beating of
the give'em-hellers, Aad the voice
of the siten is in most of them,

Wonder not, then, that the clear,
steady call of the clarion is tempe-
nﬁtlz drowned out. Or that more
of those in George's dedication nre
not heeding, The competition is
terrific,

Of conrse, competition is healthy,
but it's too bad the lincs aren't
mote clearly drawn. The army of
Ormruzd-—of ripht, of freedom, of
justice—conld we more of those
who would strive for 2 better so-
ciety, And it's too bad that more
of these goodsoufed folks don't
fully trust the one weapon given to
the recruits of Ormuzd wear
pon of reasom, of principle, It's 2
good sturdy weapon and few are
the encmies who tare or dare to
meet its level aim, But it's not so
spectaculas ns the jupgernant of tev-
olntion or so filsely comforting as
the fox-holes of sacial legislation.

When the juggernauts collapse
and the fox-holes tnen out to be
mizd-holes, reason L antd= principle
will remain. The pedple will remain
(we hope). And we can do nothing
else bul have faith that the twain
shall meet. Then may the dedication
of Progreer and Poverty be uttered
with the question, "Are you ready
at last?” '

You can't afford to let your

- Henry George News lapse, Rénew

promptly for several pears, ss many
subscribers do, Our printing costs
go up with this isauz, .

lian Information Bureau, Isa't it remarksble how

- VIEWS OF THE NEWS

Said Hemorist James ]. Montague, “Maybe 3il men were equal be-
fore the lew, but since the law came thers has been a lot of difference.”

A new Cuban law requires landownets to lease Hllable land valess
it is being farmed personally oz by tenants; refusal means increased taxes.
Amgodaezbené&s,mysthemnmt, “it is predicted that land
values, which are excessively high, will decline.”

With America’s help and blessing, Italy snd Yugosiavia are engag-
ing in trade negotiztions, with a view 1o exchanging ad:ethcr‘smﬁm
goods. Whe said never the East-West twain shall meet?

The United States Sapreme Court has upheld 2n $800,000 award to
an Oklshoms landowning cm'{:mtion, this being not the Jand’s intrinsic
value, but its appraisal a5 a public power site. Thus is private land tenure
defended—but just who created that public value?

The United Nations has adopted fonr resohutions “simed at
moting cconemic development in undeveloped countriss.” We will gladly
submit & simple “resclution” making all the rest unnecessacy.

Amiu‘l&NmYmﬁ’I’mzﬁmgdd
Guinea brought 2 rush of inqguiries to that newspa

ing in New
and to the Austra-
inctively men seek
access to productive land to “satisfy their desites”?

The Motion Picture Association of America ueges 2 reduction in
trade bartiers to the free flow of both American and foreign films
throughout the wocld. Fine—but why stop with movies?

Following Britsin’s lead, i’_ei t ot1!§ru mtion!:e have abolished trﬁ
visas, with more expected 1o follow. This may be a small gesture,
sez how quickly 2 beneficial reform can gain adherents.

Maintaining that “American shippiog is being subsidized by un-
msomblg high ocean freight rates,” Administrator Hoffman thrextens
to ship ERP cargoes by foreign vessels, unless American shig meet
“competitive rates.” There's a mirket on the acean as well 2s on the fand!

"Stetn measures” to curb absenteeism in British coal mines include
first warnings, then fines, then such action as the Coal Board “thinks
proper, in the couds or in other ways.” Hail, glorisus socialism!

The chief Anstrian de!ﬂ to the UNESCO complains that the
standard musical “A" pitch, by world accord in 1883, is no
universally observed. &dltbe United Nations” work sever be done

The military command in Soviet Eastern Berlin has offered 2 “gift”

" of a half-pound of sugar to any Western Berfiner who joins their food

zolis. And thay, they kaow, is better thar 2 ten of propaganda.

Apparently viewing
tax maguals, the Pederal government is now sefling 4 115-page booklet on
“How to P

not, but it sells to you iucky taxpayets for 25 cents a copy,

Postrnaster General Donaldson cheerfully estimates a $550,000,000
department deficit for 1949. The Post Office is the agency pointed fo
with pride as a model of governmental business efficiency,

Tax free educational institutions are having a gay time engaging in
lnrge scale commercial ventures, such as: filling stations, walout groves,
cattle ranches and a spaghetti factory. Much concerned, the House Ways
and Means Committee 1s busy devising ways and means,

The National Association of Travel Agents accuses oil, lumber,
miner! and grazing interests of ined and ruthless” efforts to
throw the government (sie} out of the national parks. Hmmmmm!

Thank yon, Mildred Berger, Robert Beeler, Hugues Fua-Lamertine,
Harry Lundin and Lianel Wurig, Jor your welconve contributions,

with eavy the success enjoyed by publishers of
»re an Income Tax Return.” How much it costs, we know

Beono-quip
By HENRY L. T. TIDEMAN

Question: When orgenized labor
gets higher wages than they could
get if unorganized doese’t the in-
crease come out of the wages of
others?

Answer: We must remomber
that of the three factors in produc-
tion, land and lsbor are primary
and that cepital never pays wages.
In terms of distribution, this leaves
two funds into which wealth, when
produced, falls: wages and rent,

Wages depend upon the margin
of cultivation, being higher or low-
er as the margin is more or Jess
productive. This law of wages, be-
ing reinforced by the passion of
men to get for themselves as much
a5 possible of the product of their
tofl, is relatively rigid,

The rent fund is in the pature of
ar adjnstment. It is the take-up,
which absorbs all the surplus wealth
produced aver that which the mas-
gin of caltivation enables laborers
and copitalists to command. Land
holders collect and retain the rent
by common consent and legal force.

When the margin of cultivation
is fairly stable, the rent fund grows
or diminishes as production in-
creases or decreases, In an area
where rent exists, if groups of la-
borers, well organized, refuse in
concert to and successfully
prevent others from working in
their places, they operate as a mon-
opoly, Winning the ﬂi::nntg: and

ting wages ter mag-
g?n o? c-.r.itiv;u?;? enables them to
yield, the increased wages must be
yielded from the rent fund. There
15 no other fund subject to adjnst-
ment, Rent is not reduced, Tt is e
distributed.

The basgain having been settlod,
the value of some lands will de-
cline and that of others will not
rise 50 rapidly, until a new equili-
brium has been established. Then
organized laborers will enjoy in.
comes made up of wages plus rent,

The superficial observer will see
only that these workers are more
Fms;:ema and get their incomes

rom payrolls. Such increased wages
wil become a subject of statistical

“tables of wages.

But regardless of our pleasure
over the increased prosperity of the
sharers in the “wage increase,” in
cold fact the increase is rent; it is

" not wages.

We can see this more clearly, if
we will imagine 20 arca where
wages ate held to artificially hi
levels; then if some force should
reduce wages to a competitive level,
would not rent and land values rise
to take up the slack?
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