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- _dow Much?

By BRUNO J. TWORSEY

After giving o good deal of
thought to the question of coHect-
ing sl land tent, and 1o climinating
all taxss oz the producss of labor,
some stuslents of the Henry George
phiipsophy begie to wonder if land
rent, alone, wounid be enough for all
governmeat needs. Some of them
take puins o calcdate the tetl
amount being taken, 7o, by fand-
holders in the United States, and on
such rongh figures hase discassion
a5 to whether we may have to sup-
plement fand  rent with other
sources of revenue.

Perhaps, these students, in giving
such figares, atteropl to be realishic
gitler than visiopary, Buei, jsat it
true that we who are ipspired o
give effert to this great reform, do
s0 with the beliel that lving can be

- tremendousiy more il than pow?
Te us, it does not mean, merely, e

griniag 5 right o the wealth which

we, oy, praduce and de not
It means, also. reteieving the free.
dom ta work and produce so much
of the good things of life as inspi-
ration in libety is tapable of.

Let us ask, thea: Hewe ginch rent
will there be wher land is used
all who want it7 And who o ane
swee? Ope must know how much
more man is capable of accomplish-
ing in a really foer world,

This great possibility of the hu-
man mind must give inspination to
everyope desivous of buinging about
1 better world. '

Bur, first of all, we geasp femly
the mesning of the law of rent.
With that we stand seeurely on the
around while searing npwazd in
our estimate of what we could do
i given the thenre. We can do
that, now, fa computing the smosnt
of rent there would be, and behave
ay tealistically as is possible under
the drcumstances,
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VIEWS OF THE NEWS

¥ SYDNEY MAYERS:

As we entered Canada on our recent vecation, Camadian customs.
mel made certrin we brought nothing with us so sell or give away.
ijhec! our seat-male sadly: “Ain’t ¥ fupny? They don't care what you
take away. but when vou want io bring goud things in, they woa't let
you!" {And we'll bel he neves read Profection or Frée Trade)

A number of Qipmpic athletes from Russizersled countries havee
politely declined to return 1o their sative Iands. It ic odd that decadent
¢epitalist aations like the United States should erect bars to keep eager
immigrzats out, while the Sovit paradise must Jower 40 “iron curmin”
o keep their happy people in

Evea at 70 cenls a packags, cigareties are 5o short of mesting the
depand in Britain that mevimbly 1 black market in smokes is fourish-
ing, Panicky master-planners are now considering increasing tobacco
imports, on the curipus ground that “there 1s danger of an adverse effect
o industeial producton from lack of cigarettes”

Since taxation has 4 vitally important beasing an secial relation.
ships, declared a speaker at the Interpational Conference of Mental Hy-
gieng, psychiatrists and psychologists should take an active part in influ-
encing writess of tax laws. Scicice seerus to sapport the epinion that ous
rax-legislators “ought to have their beads gxamined.”

The Agricolture Department has courteously iaformed the taxpay-
ers of Amenca that the potazo parity support program has operated over
the past five years et & net loss of 2170,762.000, for which millions we
have not received a single spud. OF course, we are privilegsd to buy
them-—at the increased prices “pacity” compels ’

A Pago-Pago dispatch reveals most patives of American Samoa are
indiffersnr to affers of Full chizenship, since it would mean higher taxes
aid widespread grabbing by monsyed speculators of land now beld under
a patriarchal tenure system. Bright people, these Samosns!

Buitish Foreign Secvetary Bevin miakes a revealing confession: 1
do tio; koow that Marx edacated anyone; what he did to me was con-
fuse me,” Those who have wondered ~whence spring the Labour Parky’s
stoange economic antics need wonder no more; Mr. Bevin has Told AllL

Thunks to L. L. Greeawald, we fsarn that the good citizens of Wis.
cansin, to beat the staggering faxes on margerine, bave taken to 2 prac.
tice called “clealegging —bringing it in by mail from nearby Hlinois.
Tven tesidents of "Ameriva'e Dairyland” prefer o 40.cent substitute to
S0-cent butter—il' they ¢sn got it

Unable te enforce “acequate” income tax collections, the Italian
ovetnment bes bolstersd its income via a profitable tabacco monopely,
uying 20 million packages of cigarettes for 11 cents each, then selling

them for 65 cenis, a nice round 600 per vert increase. The intrigning
pimnmick is that the two clever American Jads who sold Irafy the cigar.
ettes lad bought them for six cents a prckage!

To “curb inflation,” goveramental contrnly on consumer credit have
been restored, cutting out ol the market anyone who cannot afford farge
down payments and installiments—and incidentally causing retail busi-
ness to decline. thus discouraging production, OF course, the buge
amounts of rash thrown around in nightclubs, rcetracks and such have
rothing to do with inflation—or do they?

While we were enjoying Consda’s brisk mountain air. we asked
our geaial host why be had boughr an eaormons tract of land, when all
he tzeded was a small plat on the lake {or his summer home. Quoth he:
“Yeou come back 10 five years and tee how this ares has developed: the
busy resorts are only 23 miles away.” (Seef Yon don’t sven have to read
Pragress and Poverfy to know how land valees ace bor)

Cortributor Harry Lundin seads the story of Philadelphia's threat
to take cire action against & young man for faflure to pay $3.35 in wage
taxes. The tax.debtor ignored the warning—he wis occipied at the time
awaiting execation for homicide

Geono-quiy
By HENRY L. T. TIDEMAN

A merchan: has a piecs of land
on which he erects @ modern store
building which be siocks with mer-
chandise. Thousands of people are
chrracted. His land value incresses
aleng with that of his neighbors. Is
this not a case in which the conse-
quent increase of the tax on his
fand walue becomes a tax on the ree
sult of his labor? How can we an-
swer such a guestion?

The caieh it this question lies in
the expressions “he erects,” “he
stocks” and “his land value" Mice
spmbolic expressions, but very poor
fact. The prople who produced the
matesials for and who worked upon
that huilding erected it Without
thems there would be no building
nar anything in it The entire com-
munity toek part in these opera-
siong, aad of conese they were paid
for ail they furnished as the mer-
ant was wald for every dollap he
soent. Both gained by the timnsme
tipa,

The custemess who now frequent
lis store trade less at the places they
farmecly patronized, so there rents
and Tand values will decline. Real
estite brakess will say “land values
have shifted.”

Let us suppose that the improve.
ment has 2 labor saving quality
which ingreases the total cent of the
community, Would that inceease of
rent be secomplished or mainteined
except o5 men continued thair daily
labot? Who woald be producing
the increased reni? Must it not be-
fong to them? And if the entite
rent were taken for the communily
would nat the merchant share in
the benehts along with the others?
Let us suppose the improvement is
one which attracts population to the
city and that the new supply of
wogkers shonld produce still more
rert, greatly incrensing the value of
his locotion. Again the answer Is a
question; Who peosuces the ine
creased rent, day by dag, st labor?
The peaple who do the work.

Sutely the enterpeising inventor
may deserve npplause: but he is en
titled only to what his lsbor pro-
duces and his capital yields from
day to day, the same us anyone else.
if he gets more, he lakes it from
the labors of others.

{Nowh Alper, who iespiced (and
named) the "Econo-guiz” sui;gufs
thar {urre gquestions be solicited
from our readers, and Henry Tide-
man is ugueablc to this, You are
sherefore invited to submit econom-
it goestions for consideration in
this column.--Eo.}
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