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A PRACTICAL JOKE.
For The Public.

Lloyd George: “Here’s an order from Special
Privilege & Co.—want a budget immediately, with
a tariff attachment big enough to cover five Dread-
noughts as big as the German ones.”

Herbert Asquith: “Tell ’em we don’t make ’em.
And eend one with an increment tax attachment—
and send'it C. 0. D.”

BOLTON HALL.

* * +

TOLSTOY’S LATEST WORD ON
GEORGE. '

Leo Tolstoy in the Russian Papers of June 19, 1909,
Translated for The Public.

I have just received a telegram from the son
of Henry George expressing a desire to visit me.
The thought of meeting the son of one of the
" most remarkable men of the 19th Century forcibly
reminded me of everything done by him, and of
the stagnation which exists, not only in our Rus-
sian Government but in every Government of the
so-called civilized world, with regard to that which
is the radical solution of all economic questions,
and which so many years ago, already was set
forth with such irresistible clearness and convie-
tion by that great man.

The land question is indeed the question of the
deliverance of mankind from slavery produced by
the private ownership of land, which to niy mind,
is now in the same situation in which the questions
of serfdom in Russia and slavery in America were
in the days of my youth. The difference is only
that while the injustice of the private ownership
of land is quite as crying as that of slave-owner-
ship, it is much more widely and deeply connected
with all human relations; it extends to all parts
of the world (slavery existed only in America and
Russia) and is much more tormenting to the land
slave than personal slavery. How strange, one
might say how ridiculous, were they not so cruel,
and did they not involve the suffering of the
majority of the toiling masses, are those attempts
at the reconstruction of Society proposed and
undertaken by the two inimical camps—Govern-
mental and Revolutionary—through all kinds of
measures, with the exception of that one which
alone can destroy that crying injustice from which
the overwhelming majority of the people suffer,
which when driven inwards is still more dangerous
than when it outwardly appears. All these efforts
for the solution of political questions by new en-
actments without the destruction of the private
ownership of land, remind one of the splendid
comparison by Henry George of all such enact-
ments to the action of the fool, who having placed
the whole of the burden in one of the two baskets
that hung upon the donkey’s back, filled the other
with an equal weight of stones.
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But, with or against the desire of those classes
who profit by the existence of this injustice, and
however much the learned people of those classes
may strive against it, hiding the injustice, pretend-
ing that they do not understand it, this cruel in-
justice cannot fail to be—and very quickly—
destroyed. It must be destroyed because it is
already clearly understood by the whole of the
present Russian working classes, the majority of
whom never have acknowledged, and do not now
acknowledge the justice or rather the violation of
justice comprised in the private ownership of land.

And therefore I rejoice at the thought that,
no matter how far may be the Governmental and
Revolutionary workers from the reasonable solu-
tion of the land question, it nevertheless will be,
and very soon, solved especially in Russia, and
by no means by those strange, groundless, arbi-
trary, unfeasible and, above all, unjust theories of
expropriation, and the still more foolish govern-
mental measures for the destruction of village
communes and the establishment of small land-
ownerships, that is, the strengthening and confirm-
ing of that system against which the struggle is
to be directed; but it will and must be solved in
one way alone—by the recognition of the equal
right of every man to live upon and be nourished
by the land on which he was born—that same prin-
ciple which is so invincibly proved by all the teach-
ings of Henry George. I think so, because the
thought of the equal right of all men to the soil,
notwithstanding all the efforts of “educated” and
learned people to drive that thought by all kinds
of schemes of expropriation and the destruction
of village communes from the minds of the Rus-
sian people, nevertheless lives in the minds of the
Russian people of today, and sooner or later—
I believe that soon—it must be fully realized.

*+ + &

HENRY GEORGE, JR.,, ON THE
BRITISH BUDGET.

An Interview Published in the London Daily Chson-
icle of July 8.

Mr. Henry. George, jun., son of the author of
“Progress and Poverty” and other well-known
works on economics, is in London just now on his
way to New York, after an extensive tour, in the
course of which he has been studying political and
economic conditions in various parts of the world.
Mr. George, who is an author and journalist of
repute in the United States, is giving some atten-
tion to the discussion on the Budget which is now
proceeding in this country, and has followed it
with the greatest interest.

“I am most interested in it,” he said to a “Daily
Chronicle” representative, “because, after all, the
influence of Great Britain is the dominant in-
fluence in the world, and when she carries a great
principle into effect, she influences not only British



