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Georgism and Popular Government

I HAVE o deep admimtion for the Henty

. Geotge School and the work it is doing.
When L fiest encountered Progress and Poversy,
bacl in Chicago, fifty years age, there were no
such schools. T was theilled by the book and
vead it agein and again, Every week, however,
I would discover what I thought to be a faw in
docteite. Then on Friday night I would attend
the weekly mesting of the Henry George Club,
where I weuld describe the faal flaw to some
of the “big shots.” Within a few momeots they
vold conviace me that 1 e2s weong and Heney
Gieorge was right,

T those days docbtiess there were tens of
thousaads of people who wese interssted in
Progeess and Poverty, who discovered what they
though: to be flaws and who did not have

coess o Henry George Clabs, The anajority of .

thea perhaps went through life believing that
the book presenced o beautiful dream which
would ot stand up under the test of practical
exparionce,

Even now, 1 wonder how many recent gradu-
dtes of the school have o thoroughgoing under-
standing of the philesophy and s ramifics-
tirs, ALl that our school can da for them is to
Alve them o solid foundstion upon which they
tay coect 2 superstructire of besuty, insight and
understanding, The day they receive their di-
plomas is In n very teal sease Commencement
Day. The supesstructure will nor be buil unless
{3eorgism continues to be one of their chief in-
texests throughout their lives, Sach a course will
be full of ntellechual and emotional rewards,
but it will also be beset by pitfalis,

They should beware of an overwhelming de-
siie, tactlessly and iopportanely to try to share
these rewaids with others, lest they cause their
Friends and associates to think of thern as i
tolerable boses, What could be worse than a
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onetrack mind trying to bludgeon others with
@ logic whose primary assumptions are neither
sccepted nor acceptable? ‘

Georgigis, i they are ko kccrs their faith, musk
be prepared ta lose many illusions. Ose of these
has been zlready suggested. It is a naive belief
that if their progras 15 preseated cleacly, oppor-
tusely aad mcully, & will be 231
basis for politicn} ackion, This belief is based
upon & misonception &5 to the aatuze of popu-
lar government. Such a government heoreticals
Iy depends upon a disinterested and public-
spirited clectorate. The diffculty here s that
our slectorare is neicher disinterested nor public-
spirited, Most peork from cradle to grave are
sather nerrowly self-contered, secking ways nad
means ¢ premote their own material prosperity
without much regard for the opportunities of
utbers,

Tlsus the bistory of odar government hes been
charactetized by constant offorts by individeals
snd gronps to keep m out of the pockets of
(}fhefs 50 that !hl.’u- m sager pockets might
be &iled. Alexander Hamilton made this the
cornerstone of bis economic and goveranental

It will be recalied {rom history that the sol-

diees of the Ametican Revolutionary Army were’

id in part by scdp issued by the Continenial
angnnr‘lhibz serip becune worthless because
it had no backing except printing presses. At
one of the carlier sessions of Congress, after
the constitution was adopted, g hill was passed
to redeem this sceip ar face value in gold, Ham-
ilton promoted this legislation and should re-
ceive great credit, But be also should be held
teaponsibie for his subsequent action,
The sceip was keld fargely by ex-soldiers and
their Families scuttered thrmughout the country.
Due to the slow communication facilities of

How I First Became Interested in Henry George

1 was born inte a Georgist stngsphere, I don't know, but probably the
fivat words to [ull upon wy infant ear, when my father came into the room to
see what the stovk Lad brought, were, *Oh! so s a yirl! Then we con't call

it Henry George,™

T knew the parlance of the ]fldlosuphy long hefore T knew swhut it meant,

or that it bad o weaning. I reea

when a little girl of nine or ten, A. E. Free.

land, who dled within the past fow vears in Seattie, took me on his knee and
asked, with o wink 10 my fathur, “Bessie, did Henry George want to tax land?”

“No, sir," T replied promptly, “lund values,”
vireles) the reputation of « child prodigy,

therehy attuining {in Georgist
If they had anly kuown I was mercly

parrating what 1 had beard my father eny.

When in my earl{ teens I he

an to explore the chasm of papular novels

and verse, my dad said to me, “Kid, if vou want to resd something really fasci-
unting, vead Progress wid Poverty, Haviug keen respect for his judgment, 1
got the hook down and essayed to read it. That was my first great disillusion-
ment; my {ather did ot have a dicm-hai.xm‘mvg taste in litersture efter ull, to

?l-ofar George to Gene Strutton Porter or Ella

Liceler Wilcox! Later, of course,

knelt iu remoree for my youthful dearth of discernment,

1
when dad gave it to me.

uve the hook to my 2on when he was uhont the same age that I was
ill devoured it uvidly,
remgined from that day, an srdent Georgist—whic

Eromptly became and has
is ome argument, § coue

toud, that the intelligence of the new gencration has not deteriorated hut lias

inerensed over that of the elder vne.

1536 Tth Avenue
San Diego, Californis

(signed) BESSIE BEACH TRUEUART

those days many months would pass before
the serip-holders could leamn of the new law,
Speculators lad vourters and fast hoats teady
for activa the mumest the bill was sipned by
the President. Their design was o burey ioto
the hinterland sod buy up the scrip before the
holdess knew about the redemprive Tegislation,

An effort wes made to postpone action on
the bill for six mouths sa that the most wemote
fioldes would know of the proposed legislation.
Hamilion suceessfully defeated this action, He
wanted the specufazors to succeed. He held thae
il some men weee made rich by government
ik the expunse of others, then the rich would
come 13 the aid of government in time of need,
50, the serip-holdess were robbed for the bepe-
6t of speculators,

These laws of spacial privilege were of course

A A e e B S A . A e B i 4

énacted by our Tegislanires, snd one legishators ™

were clected by populis voe, Whar a prodent
fot they are. Albert Jay Nock gaes further and
says they e prize cowards, A any tate their
arie desice is to be clected and ce-elected, The
public integest is of subosdinte impattance,
Phus we Lhave never had o govesnment of the
pcoﬂ:-_. by the people and for the people, What
wi have had is a government of the peaple, by
politicians for pressure groups,

There are two yroups, however, who we try-
ing to find a wiy out of our economic plight.
One of these, the socialists, believe in social
plsaniag and econnimic control of industey, ds
A meens 10 pablic welfare, This would involve
% high degree of cconomic regimentution, Feen
tiogl: we bad @ disioterested aod public-spir-
ited clectorate, and therefore elected wise and
public-spinted representatives, 1 believe this
plea would fail Tt is laconceivable to me that
govermnent could successfully manage all the
infinite number of detils involved in a devel:
apiag industey and techaology,

The othet geoap, composed of Georgists, be.
ligve in special privileges for none, nod equal
apportunity for all, They beleve that govern-
meat shiuld act 4y an umpire o keep open the
way for free cconamic competition, and to kill
wonopoly wherever it smay show its ugly hesd,
It we had a disinterested and public-spirited
clactorate 1 am coafident this plan would be
successful. 1 favor it for the further reason that
aay wellare worthy of the aame will come as a
ov-prodict of freedom, whecoas to seek welfare
directly is to close the door to freedom,

Dat why seek this goal if it is unlikely to be
reached withia the foreseesble futnre? My an.
swer s, that it will codich your lives, It will
give you & yardstick with which to messure cue.
eat economic trends. It will revive snd sustain
faith in freadem. It will conviace yoa that our
sory econemic plight is not inexorably decreed
by tate, but is due to maladjustment to the
source of all ‘wealth, namely, land, Doubtless
we a5 & peaple will go up many blied alleys of
ecror, but o Geargist will recognize o bliad alley
when he sees one.

Or the sther hand, it would not be g publi¢-
spitited procedure for you to refuse your sup-
port and devotion to Georgism simply because
you do not see how it can be adopted during
your lifetime. This is & wst to which every
Geosgiat muse submit. Your attitude will be the
mzasure of your character,



