To be a teacher is one thing; to be a
reformer is to be more and less. To
possess but a single ideais often intoler-
able weakness; to be possessed of but a
single idea is often intelerant strength.
To propound an economic theory is an
affair of intellect; to propagate an eco-
nomic gospel is a matter of heart and
soul and strength and mind, To those
who are at all f'r.mlhm with the Wml‘.mgs

ence is noti far to seelk. Ha wa,s are-
formet ; heart and soul and ‘mind and
trengt;h he was possessed ‘of ‘one 1den,
Hg was the eloquent a.postle of: an eco-
nomic gospel, — the “new phﬁosnphy of
the natural order, Dest known as the Sin-
gle Tax.” I"Iew _are lis wea.kness and
strength, his narrowness and breadth, his
power for good and power for harm. In
earlier and Tater writings, controversial
or explanatory, the same merits and the
same defectsafipear.

Obvinisly, a8ingle set of eriteria may
not be applied to gospel and to science.
For while the scientist is everlastingly
seeking the truth, the apostle is proclaim-
ing the everlasting truth. The one is
calm, cool, and dispassionate ; the other,
enthusiastic, avdent, and intolerant.

Henry George’s apostolic fervor, no
less than the supplementary relation of
this posthumous volume? to his earlier
wark, is sufficiently indicated by an ex-
traet from the preface, supposed to have
been written in 1894, fifteen years af-
ter the first appearance of Progress and
Poverty: “Oun the night on which I fin-
ished the first chapter of Progress and
Poverty I felt that the talent entrusied
to me had been accounted for,— felt
more fully satisfied, more deeply grate-
ful, than if all the kingdoms of the earth
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had been laid at my feet; and though
the years have justified, not diminished,
my faith, there is still left for me some-
thing to do.” This “ something * was no
less than the attempted reconstruetion
of political economy, — begun in 1891,
and presented to the publie in its incom-
plete condition, “exactly as it was left
by the author™ at his sudden death in
October, 1897.

Like all his Jater writings, this book is
primarily » restatement of * the new phi-
lIosophy of the natural order, best known
as the Single Tax.” Incidentally, how-
ever, it gives a eosmic introdoetion to
this philosophy; demonstrates the emi-
nently respectable ancestry of the single-.
tax doctrines; insists that they embody
all that iz good in the economic thought
of the past; and asserts vehemently that
in departing from these principles as im-
perfectly enunciated by the physiocrats
and Adam Smith, the science of political
economy during the present century has
fivst heen betrayed into a mass of hope-
less confusions, and thén been entively
abandoned by its professed teachers in
favor of an ineoherent pseudo-science
called * economies,” — the subservient
tool of tremendous pecuniary, special,
anti-social, class inferests which have
everywhere captured the educational
machinery of thinking and teaching in
higher institutions of learning. More in
contempt than in sorrow, he admits that
he onee hoped for better things, and
thought the constractive work to which
he now addresses himself would he un-
dertaken by at least some of the pro-
fessed teachers of political economy.
“Had these teachers frankly admitted
the ehanges called for by Progress and
Poverty,” he condescendingly suggests
that ‘““some of the structure on which
they built might have been retained.”
But that was not in bhaman natare.



