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be a litile American than a Big
Thief, and it’s more economical.

After all there ain’t anything in vio-
latin’ the commandments of 4.
Whati's the spoon value, anyway, of
the stuff I've stolen? The Philippines
are an annual debt; and the Panama
canal is a fish-trap for money, set and
tended by financiers.

Well, this Japanese-Russian war has
saved me a pot of money anyway. I
don't dig taters no more, an’ save up,
to build a lot of tin warships, vulner-
able without and within’, to go fight-
in' in. The tin warship business is
over fer me; and it looks the same
fer the rest of you fellows. Say, John,
what’s to‘become of great naval em-
pires if the ironclads can be blown

out of water’ by any little antimere’

What becomes of
Where's

of a torpedo boat?
you if warships won't float?

your Indian empire, and South Africa?-

Why it reconstructs Christendom, and
countries will begin to govern thein-
selves. The South American republics
won’t need no warships, nor no Mon-
roe doctrine. All they'll need will be a
half dozen torpedo boats apiece along
shore, and Europe will be so courteous
that The Hague court can do all the
b_nsiness; or, if not, and a warship
menaces ’em a torpedo fleet or a sub-
marine, swarming it some dark night,
will do the business. -

Anyway I've got the lesson. I may
lay in a few torpedo boats to have
along shore to keep foreigners from
bein’ too fresh, but as for sheet-iron
powder tanks as fightin’ machines—I
save the price.

Torpedo boats may venture more,

But big warships must keep near shore.
UNCLE SAM.

MAYOR JOHNSON’'S WAY.

Believing that the publicity given to
the question of paroling prisoners from
the workhouse would be of general in-
terest, a correspondent recently called
on Harris R. Cooley, who has charge
of the departments of charities and
correction under the Johnson admin-
istration, and asked for a statement
from the standpoint of the adminis-
tration, to which he replied in part as
follows: .

“When Mr. Johnson was the first
time elected Mayor of Cleveland, he
asked me to accept the position of
director of charities and correction.
For 21 years I had been pastor of the
Cedar avenue church, and now I sud-
denly found myself face to face with
the problem of the poor and the crim-
inal. Very early in our conversations

_concerning the work of my department
the question of kindness and mercy
toward the so-called criminals was con-
gidered. I said that a radical change
in the manner of dealing with this
class of people would frighten many
good people, atd would bring much ad-
verse criticism. In his characteristic
way the Mayor said: °‘If it is right, we
will go ahead and do it He not only
gave to the movement his support and
sympathy, but he himself led out in the
work far beyond the old traditional
methods. He has never hesitated to
give his hearty approval. During his
first administration, we pardoned and
paroled 1,160 prisoners. The fact that
during the previous administration
only 84 were pardoned indicates the
departure from the established method.
In the political campaign much was
said about his dealing with crime ‘with
a kind and considerate hand.’ He is
not the first man who has been called
‘a, friend of publicans and sioners.” I
think much of the fear and dread
which were in the hearts of good peo-
ple has passed away, and that there
is a growing feeling that mercy and
kindness are elements of strength in
the reformation of men.

“At first there was much interest in
the meetings of the pardon board and
the room was crowded with spectators.
I invited a number of my brother min-
isters to go out and see for themselves.
As different cases would come up be-
fore us, the individual human history
would be brought out by the quick,
skillful questions of Mayor Johnson,
so that you could see, as Victor Hugo
says, ‘the path up which the crime had
come” Here is a man in prison for
neglect of his family. The wife and
little children are present. The child
innocently climbs on his father's knee.
I would ask my minister friend what
he would ‘do. ‘Oh,” he would say, ‘I
would give that man another chance.’
He had passed unconsciously from the
conception of prisoners as an outcast
class by themselves, to that of so many
individuals, each with a human his-
tory.

“We found that many prisoners were
in the workhouse because they had no
money to pay their fines. The Mayor
took the ground that this was practical-
ly imprisonment for debt, which our
civilization is supposed to have out-
grown. Out of 1,160 pardened and
paroled, if they could have raised the
money over 900 would have gone out be-
fore we even considered their cases,
and, as the lawyers say, ‘the ends of
justice would have been satisfied.’

1f a man ought to be kept in prison for

30 days, he ought to be kept there the
same, whether he has $5 or $5,000.

“The cases of intoxication were dealt
with leniently, with the feeling that -
there ought-to be kinder and more ra-
tional treatment. Many men have com-
mitted suicide in their desperate strug-
gle with drink.

“In our conversations the Mayor has
often expressed himself as becoming
more and more convinced that most of -
the so-called crime is the result of
bad environment; that the great, un-
derlying cause of crime, misery and
wretchedness is the lack of opportun-
ity to earn a comfortable and honor-
able livelihood. He has the feeling
that most of these people have not had
a fair chance in life; that they are the
victims of sunjust social and industrial
conditions. He sees clearly in the
single tax movement the fundamental
remedy by restoring to all the children
of men their birthrights in the earth
and its natural advantages. He be-
lieves that with better opportunities for
all, the world would progress beyond
our fondest dreams, industrially, so-
cially and morally.

“Time will tell whether kindness and
mercy are not stronger elements in hu-
man reformation than severity and bru-
tality of punéshment.”

STATUS OF THE PANAMA CANAL
QUESTION.

The foliowing article, written for The
Public, is from the pen of a man of national
reputation, whose familarity with the sub-
ject is highly exceptional. In transmitting
the article its author describes the canal
question as “*not yet a closed book aitheugh
it may be very soon.”

For more than 75 years citizens of
the United States as well as of for-
eign countries have vainly endeav-
ored to open a waterway across the
American isthmus. The carrying trade
of the world has now reached such
proportions as to 'demand the intro-
duction of the economies which would
result from its construction at the
earliest practicable date. It is esti-
mated that these economies would
save not less than $200,000,000 to the
trade of the world every year, or more
than the entire estimated cost of the
largest canal ever projected. Foreign
governments are debarred from under-
taking the work by the promulgation
of the Monroe Doctrine, and our owh
citizens have been prevented from
completing a canal by adverse legisia-
tion, so that the duty has now de-
volved upon the general government
fn response to a popular demand tha
such an interoceanic waterway should
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be built, owned and controlled by the
United States.

This demand led to the passage of
the bill known as the Hepburn bill,
by the house of representatives, in
the session of 1901-2, by a vote of 302
to 2, thus demonstrating the absence
of all partisanship; but the senate
thought it wise to substitute a totally
different measure requiring the presi-
<dent to proceed first upon the Panama
route under the following conditions
as specified in the act;—

Sec. 4. That should the President be
unabie to obtain for the United States a
satisfactory title to the property of the
New Panama Canal company and the con-
trol of the necessary territory of the Re-
public of Colombia, and the rights men-
tioned in sections one and two of this act,
within a reasonable time and upon reason-
able terms, then the President having first
obtained for the United States perpetual
<control by treaty of the necessary territory

' from Costa Rica and Nicaragua, upon
terms which he may consider reasonable,
for the construction, perpetual main-
tenance, operation and protection of a
canal connecting tho Cartdbean Sea with
the’ Paclfic ‘Ocean by what is commonly
known as the Nicaragua route, shall
through the said Isthmian Canal Commis-
slon cause to be excavated and constructed
a ship canal waterway from a point on the
shore of the Caribbean sea near Greytown,
by way of Lake Nlcaragua, to a point near
Brito on the Pacific Ocean.

Under this act therefore it became a
sine qua non that the title should nrst
be secured and also that perpetual con-
trol be obtained of the right of way.
‘The practical difficulties in the way of
securfng these fundamental rights may
best be stated by . reference to Lhe
treaty stipulations made in conformity
with the constitution of Colombia.

Article XXXYV. of the treaty made in
1846 between the United States and
New Granada (now Colombia) reads:

The government of New Granada guar-
antees to the government of the United
States that the right of way across the
Isthmus of Panama, upon any modes of
communication that now exist or that may
be hereafter constructed, shail be open and
free to the government and citizens of the
Unite® States, etc. . . . And in order to
secure to themselves the tranqujl and con-
stant enjoyment of these advantages, and
as an especlal compensation for the sald
advantages, and for the favors they have
acquired by the fourth, fifth and sixth
articles of this treaty, the United States
guargntee positively and efficacionsly to
New Granada, by the present stipulation,
the perfect neutrality of the before-men-
tioned Isthmus, with the view that the free
transit from one to the other sea may not
‘be interrupted or embarrassed in any fu-
ture time while this treaty exlsts; and, in
oconsequence, the United States also guar-
antee, In the same manner, the rights of
sovereignty and property which New Gran-
ada has an@ possesses over the sald terri-
tory.

Under this treaty the concessions

were granted to a corporation char-
tered by the State of- New York to
construct a railroad across the Isth-
mus, but it was “absolutely prohibited”’
from selling or transferring its rights
to any foreign powers. The same care
was exercised in the concessions grant-
ed in 1836 for a txansit-way across the
Isthmus, and also in the concessions for
a canal, executed in 1878, to the French
company.

The contract of 1850 as modified in
1867, for the Panama railroad, Art.
XXVIII., provides;—

The present privilege cannot be ceded or
transferred to any foreign government—
that is to say, to any govermment existing
outside of Colombian territory—under pain
of forfeiture of the sald privilege by the
mere act of attempting or verifying such
cession or transfer, which act from the
present time s declared absolutely null
and of no value or effect.

The contract for the canal,
1878, says:

dated

Art, 21. The grantees, or those who in
future may succeed them in their rights,
may transfer these rights to other capital-
i9ts or financial companies, but it is abso-
lutely prohibited to cede or mortgage them
under any consideration whatever to any
nation or foreign government,

When testifying before the inter-
oceanic committee of the senate in
reference to the proper means by
which the government of the United
States might acquire title to construct
the canal under the Spooner act, ex-
Senator Pasco, the member of the
Isthmian canal commission, having
charge of the investigations of these
matters, -stated in reply to the chair-
man of the committee, as follows:

The Chairman—What action, if any, is
necessary on the part of the Colombian
Government or the French Government to
secure to this Government the perpetual
control, management and ownership of this
Panama route?

Mr, Pasco—I1 do not understana@ that the
French Governmerit has anything to do
with the matter. It is a private corpora-
tion, and it i{s organized under the laws of
France. The interest that the liquidator
has in it is controlled by the court having
jurlsdiction in the matter; but the property
lies in Colombia, and of course no transfer
of title can be made except in accordance
with the laws of Colombia and in accord-
ance with the authority of the Colombian
Government; and the concession, as I said,
would make it impossible for the French
company to transfer its rights without the
consent of the Colombian Government. The
United States can never go there at all un-
less the terms by which it can occupy the
country and construct and carry on the
canal after it is completed can be arranged
with the Colombian Government. It can
never be done without the consent of
Colombia, and that, of course, is a matter
for treaty arrangements.

The sequel has shown that Colom-

bia was unwilling to part with her

sovereignty under the terms of the
Hay-Herran treaty, which was nego-
tiated but not ratified, and hence there
was apparently no legitimate way
whereby the government of the United
States as such could acquire title
without doing violence to the laws of
nations, for which she should at least
render just compensation.

Hence it would appear that private
parties have been debarred from con-
structing a canal by the powerful op-
position arrayed against all efforts,
and that the rights of sovereignty have
prevented the government from un-
dertaking the work, as was evidently
foreseen. It follows that the most
practicable as well as the most honor-
able course to pursue would be to ex-
ercise the discretion vested in the
chief executive of the United States
and proceed to build the canal by way
of the kae of Nicaragua.

«
BRYAN'S IMPRESSIONS OF TOL-
STOY.

Extracts from “Tolstoy, Apostle of Love
—A Study by Willlam Jennings Bryan,”
published in the Chitago Sunday American
of February 7. This article is one of a
series of foreign articles written by Mr.

Bryan, now appearing in the Chicago
American.

New York, Feb. 6.—Count Leo Tol-
stoy, the intellectual giant of Russia,
the moral Titan of Europe and the
world’'s most conspicuous exponent of
the doctrine of love, is living a life of
quiet retirement upon his estate near
the village of Yasnaya, Poliana, about
130 miles south of Moscow.

I made a visit to the home of this
peasant philosopher during my stay
in Russia, driving from Tula in the
early morning and arriving just after
dgylight. I had intended remaining
only a few hours, but his welcome
was so cordial that my stay was pro-
longed until nearly midnight. Count
Tolstoy is now about 76 years old, and
while he shows the advance of years
“he is still full of mental vigor and
retains much of his physical strength.

As an f{llustration of the latter I
might refer to the horseback ride and
walk which we took together in the
afternoon. « The ride covered about
four miles and the walk about two.
When we reached the house the count
said that he would take a little rest
and insisted that I should do likewise.

A few minutes later, when I ex-
pressed to the count’s physician, Dr.
Burkenheim, the fact that he might
have overtaxed his strength, the doc-
tor smilingly assured me that the
count usually took more exercise, but

had purposely lessened his allowance



