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worker can freely choose his occupation at a wage which
must be of sufficient amount to induce him to accept it in
preference to working for himself. A state of industrial
freedom would place all men where they could care for
themselves, thus escaping the odium of charity. A tax
upon land values would force those who privately own our
natural resources to compensate society for its giving such
powers into the hands of the few, hence, eventually place
all of the burden of government upon those values that are
by their very nature a social product.

The prime factor of social progress is the betterment of
mankind, hence, every effort to bring humanity into a
state of industrial freedom conforming to true economic
ideals, involves the right of each citizen to not only enjoy
a state of pure industrial independence but where funda-
mentally the natural law of social progress places each in-
dividual where he has land accessible to himself on terms
common to all men.

Having free access to land, while it is the first funda-
mental step in social progress, would not cure our social
ills nor bring us into a state of pure freedom. The indi-
vidual who has free access to land, must, to make his eman-
cipation complete, have as absolute right to send the pro-
ducts of his labor and be as accessible to world wide markets
as land is free and accessible to him. The absolute free-
dom of world wide markets is a necessary complement to
land free and accessible to all men on the same common
terms. Free land without the complement of absolute
free trade with world wide markets would place in the hands
of exploiters an undue portion of the product of the toiler,
thereby lessening the benefits resulting from free access
to the land.

Each individual by having free access to the earth as
well as absolute freedom of world wide markets, would
enjoy the fruits of all he himself produces. Such a state
is one of pure industrial freedom, making it possible to
construct a stable society grounded on a natural law of
universal brotherhood made up of co-equal and co-related
social or individual units.

No man can be exactly just to his fellowman unless he
accords to him co-ordinate and co-equal rights to enjoy
free access to the earth as well as absolute freedom of world
wide markets.

Under real industrial freedom the progress of individuals
will be co-equal with that of society, thus giving impulse
to every exalted sentiment, opening the way for the most
enlightened progress of the human race. In such a state
of industrial freedom or economic independence idleness
would be unknown, therefore making for true economic co-
operation that is so essential to social happiness.

A state of pure industrial freedom would be the funda-
mental ground work of the golden rule on which could be
built social stability, opening the way for lofty spiritual
ideals and planting in the hearts of all men a true concep-
tion of what is truly righteous and what is truly just as
between man and man. PERrY D. BLAINE

Mr. Wallace to Mr. Mahoney

HE following letter addressed to Mr. Wm. V. Mahoney

by W. J. Wallace, candidate for President of the Com-
monwealth Land Party is self explanatory. It takes a
stand with which those who sense the fundamental nature
of our problem will agree:

“Referring to your recent letter in which you expressed
a desire to appear before the Single Tax Convention in
order to present your views as to the advantages of unity
among all progressives; we have taken this matter up in
the meeting of the Executive Committee and feel it will be
necessary to advise you that on account of the peculiar
position we hold in relation to the great truth which this
Party is organized to push we would not feel justified in
permitting you to appear before the conference and address
it on that subject. While we realize the benefits of unity,
it must be a unity with those of similar purposes to our-
selves, not merely an aggregation of various elements ani-
mated by diverse and conflicting purposes such as we
believe the National Progressive movement would be.

““We have had this condition well illustrated in the meet-
ing of the Committee of Forty-Eight in Chicago in the year
1920, at which time all of those who were dissatisfied with
present conditions met together in the effort to see whether
they could find some common ground upon which they could
unite and to which they could give the weight of their
united influence. As the convention progressed it became
more and more evident that there was no common ground
outside of the socialistic suggestions involving paternalistic
government and regulation and control by the govern-
ment of private industries, and the tendency of this thought
is so strongly toward a coalition with the absolutely com-
munistic thought of others that the natural and inevitable
consequences followed. The Committee of Forty-Eight went
over bodily to the communistic farmer labor party.

“None of these parties have given any thought or con-
sideration to our belief that the earth is the birthright of
all mankind and that the rent of land belongs to the people,
and we see no evidence in the present situation of any
movement in that direction. This concludes the possi-
bility for the present of us joining any such movement.
The mere acceptance of our plank which, in view of the
general disposition of political elements to accept the plank
of any section that might add votes to the aggregation,
would not be sufficient to justify us in the belief that it
was the intention of such an organization to make the
common ownership of land a vital part of the movement.

“If at any time in the future those who now go under the
name of Progressives are willing to adopt these views, there
should be every reason to believe that our work would then
be accomplished and that the duty of laying the Single Tax
before the people of the United States and of securing
sufficient acceptance of the principle to force it into active
political life would be divided among all the elements who
were convinced of the truth of this proposition, and the
responsibility would not rest exclusively upon us. Until
that time arrives we must of necessity act alone. Our
hope is that the eyes of the American people will become
open to the importance of this issue and that we will soon
have the pleasure of welcoming you and other progressives
into this great movement."



