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The enormous influence of a mo-
nopolistic landed class upon Jewish
Iife in the period of the New Testa-
ment, and the growth of religious
. parties around this controlling eco-

nomic fact, will surprise those who.

have thought of Judaism and Chris-

tianity in ferms of mere ideclogies,

without reference te actual, obhjec-
~tive conditions of life prevailing at
that far distant epoch of hisiory.

The great Jewish landholders were
a Tammany-group, mainiaining a
firm grip on the priestly offices and
revenues in the Temple at Jerusa-
lem. Without vital interest in re-
ligion or the Holy Writings of the
Hebrew prophets, they mortgaged
the nation. Their origin was traced
back to “Zadok,” the priest ap-
pointed by King Sclomon; and hence
the name of their party, the “Zado-
kees” or “‘Sadducees.” They denied
the resurrection of the dead, and
were in favor of compromising Jew-
igh religion with foreign cuitural in-
fluences. :

But on the other hand, in opposi-
{ion to these economic and priestly
exploiters of the nation, were the
“Pharisees’” representing the middie
class composed of merchants and
artisans. They were the lberal and
progressive element in Jewish so-
clety; confessing helief in the re-
surrection, and emphasizing the He-
brew prophefs of wolden times who
denounced land monopoly and con-
demned zll entanglement of Israel
with foreign culis and gods.

Struggling for generations againsi
the Sadducees, the Pharisees were
eventually victorious in impressing
their standpoint upon the nation. It
was the influence of the Pharisees,
working against the priestly aristoc-
racy of the Temiple, which resulted
in that most democratic feature of

Judaism-—the Synagogs in the towns
outside the capital, Here, in these
community centers, the Jew found
that he could worship without any
Sadducean, priestly intermediation;
and here, in these local gatherings,
a more popular, democratic religion
grew up which, instead of offering
slain animals, offered prayer,—all of
which constituted an important step
in culture. And mnot only éid the
Pharisess establish the Synagog;
hut, through the work of their
scribes, they collecied, edited, and
made numberless new copies of the
ancient prophetic and historic writ-
ings; thus producing what was vir-
tually a.new thing, the Hebrew Bi-
ble, or Old Testament, as a wide-
spread popular Instrument of moral
and spiritual education.

Judaism in its fully characteristic
phase, then, resulted from the de-
votion of the Plharisees o prophetic
monotheism at a very diffieult pe-
riad of the world's history; and in
establishing the Synagog, the Phari-
sees laid the foundation of the Chris-
ttan Church. That the Pharisalc

party also developed influences which |
clouded the idealism of their move- :

ment is true. But here again, we
find a glaring example of that non-

sympathetic ecriticism by oulsiders |

which condemns a whole party or
an entire nation hecause of its short-
comings and partial failures.

The term “Pharisee,” when used !

in Christian nations, has meant
“hypocrite,” “religious formalist,” etc.

The injustice of this usage was first- -
1y clearly demonstrated by a Chris-

tian scholar within the English Es-

tablished Church, Dr. Travers Her-. '

ford, whose books, “Pharisaism”
(1912) and “The Pharisees” (1924),

ucated . world. Dr,

ment necded for making the subject
stand cul as a living reality,

But this deficiency is made up in
masterly fashion by the work be-
fore us. Professor. Finkelstein shows
us Jerusalem, with its aristocratic
and fashionable. guarter located on
the western hili, where stood the

“have done much 1o enlighten the ed- |
Herford, how- |
gver, lacked the sociological equip- :
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mansions of the Sadducean ground
landlords who enslaved bhoth city and
country. Then we are shown the
lower parts of Jerusalem, swarming
with muititudes of shop-keepers, ar-
tisans and day-laborers, crowded fo-
gether in slums where the value of
mere space had become so high thatl
whole families lived in rooms twelve
feet long and eight feet wide. The
dramatic rise in land values duning
the thousand years from the time
of David is pointed out by compar-
ing the early passage in the book
of Samuel where fifty shekeis of sil-
ver are paid for a site which the
author of Chronicles a millenium la-

ter thought was worth six hundred

talents of gold.
Setting out from this practical
point of view in the daily life of the

people, Professor Finkelstein shows -
the development and interaction of’

Sadducees and Pharisees and their
gignificance in the complicated
growth of Judaism. His book should
be in every divinity and public li-
hrary, and In the hands of all schoi-
ars who would speak with authonity
on & much misunderstood theme.




