
Observations of a Pessimist 

JT has been said that he who finds fault without sug-
gesting some practical remedy, descends from the level 

of a critic to that of a common growler, True enough in 
many cases. Occasionally though, even growling may 
serve to attract the attention of others who can suggest 
practical remedies. 

One of the by-products of our modern civilization is the 
tendency to designate anyone who happens to have a little 
more discernment than the average, and finds fault with 
the existing business methods and systems, as a pessimist, 
knocker, or some other equally non-flattering term. 

This phase of our modern life is discussed at length and 
in an able manner by James Harvey Robinson, in his book, 
"Mind In The Making." When it comes to smashing a 
number of business idols he is a true iconoclast. He does 
not hesitate to pick flaws in the modern industrial system. 
He points out the fact that we have in this day and age 
risen to remarkable heights in the different sciences such 
as astronomy, chemistry, geology, botany, and all the rest, 
with the notable exception of man himself. In the study 
of man as a science by itself, we are still in the dark ages 

He compares modern BUSINESS and the power it 
wields over governments, schools, churches, everything, to 
the Church of Rome and the Papal Power during the middle 
ages. In those days, those who ventured to criticize, or 
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who preferred to do a little thinking for themselves, and 
began to doubt some things, were heretics. And of all 
crimes, that of heresy was the most heinous. Death after 
diabolical torture was the customary punishment. There 
are heretics in this day and age also; those who doubt the 
wisdom of many things that are done in the name of the 
great god Business, who sits upon his throne of "things as 
they are." They are called Socialists, I.W.W.'s, Single 
Taxers, Anarchists, and what not. 

To those who like to do their own thinking instead of 
getting it second-hand by reading newspapers and maga-
zines, the book, "Mind In The Making," is recommended. 

Among other things, a thinking man, and at the same 
time one who is in the business world and in touch with 
business men, cannot do otherwise than marvel because of 
the ponderous amount of ballyhoo, clap-trap, and folderol 
connected with modern business. Go where you will, 
except possibly to the smallest hamlets and villages, and 
you will find Chambers of Commerce, Rotary Clubs, Lions 
Clubs, Kiwanis Clubs, Co-operative Clubs, Booster Clubs, 
and other civic organizations, with boost and pep the leading 
watchwords. They have for their main object the boosting 
of their respective home towns. They meet together once 
a week, or every two weeks, or once a month, and have a 
luncheon or banquet. (One of the first things a C. of C. 
secretary learns is never to try to "put over" anything with-
out first feeding them.) After the luncheons the members 
are addressed either by one of their number, or by an out-
ftonlecturer,—on some -subject- such as "High Pressure 

Salesmanship"; "A Merchant's Duty to His Customer"; 
"Modern Merchandising"; "Service Before Profit," or 
some other time honored, familiar topic. 

Nine-tenths of these lectures are merely a series of innocu-
ous, warmed-over platitudes which the listeners have heard 
numbers of times before. Some enjoy these meetings; 
others only appear to. Secretly they are bored to distrac-
tion, but they dare not complain. If they did they would 
be called knockers. In the business world the term "knock-
er" carries with it about the same degree of opprobrium 
that the word heretic did five hundred years ago, though 
fortunately, not the same punishment. 

The writer has no quarrel with civic organizations. They 
can be and often are a power for good, and do manage to 
accomplish a few worth while things occasionally. But the 
waste of money, of time, the tremendous amount of mis-
directed effort is appalling. Right at a time when the 
country is in the condition it is, when there is dire need for 
constructive work in essential lines, important changes and 
reforms to be made; when sound, clear-headed thinking 
should prevail, why should intelligent men potter around 
and fuss over the non-essentials, the trimmings and deco-
rations, instead of going down to the bottom and dealing 
with fundamentals. 

Why so much stress on a bigger town, more population, 
and a hundred and one other projects which civic organiza-
tions go out of their way to foster? Is a city of 500,000 
population - a better place in which to live than one of 

300,000? Is a town of 20,000 essentially superior in every 
way to one of only 15,000? If so, why? 

Almost every town, city and individual in this day and 
age is interested in good roads. Millions of dollars are 
being spent by counties, states, and the United States on 
roads, the aim being to make the country roads safe for 
the automobiles and those who drive them. But hardly a 
word said, and never a dollar spent to make the land safe 
for the farmers. Yet of the two which is the more import-
ant?- Which is - fundamental and necessary to the pros-
perity of the country as a whole, farming or cross-country 
auto travelling? 

Towns and cities are dependent either directly or indi-
rectly on the agricultural regions for support. Therefore 
it would be logical to expect them to grow and prosper in 
pthportion as the farming class grew and prospered. But 
the reverse is true. A careful examination of the different 
cities and towns of the country as a whole will show that 
they are from ten to twenty years ahead of the - country 
around them. It would appear that during the past few 
years, everyone has made money and is trying to get into 
some sort of business where they can buy and sell. No 
wonder one hears more and more each day about the time 
not being far distant when there will not be enough people 
left on the farms to raise food for those who live in the 
cities. - - 

There is no sense in blaming the farmer for leaving the 
farm. With the present unbalanced state of prices, and 
our ruinous system of taxation, the wonder is that there 
are not more farmers leaving the country and moving to 
the cities. And what has been done to relieve this situa-
tion? Next to nothing. 	 - 
- The so-called farm bloc - in Congress is trying to pass a 
bill that will give the farmer the privilege of borrowing 
money at a very low rate of interest on long terms. Half 
measures; like giving stimulants to a sick man when what - 
is really needed is something to cure him. Lending the 
farmers money will not solve their difficulties. It will only 
serve to postpone the period of bankruptcy a little longer. 
It will not make their products worth any more nor make 
their land any cheaper. Why not a plan which will make 
land cheaper, cause more people to want to go to farming, 
and thus relieve the congestion in the cities? And what 
better, simpler plan than the Single Tax? 

The average man shuns the Single Tax as he would a 
contagious disease. Why? Because of ignorance. The 
ignorance is seldom due to lack of education; more often 
it is due to self-interest, indifference, and to the fact that 
as a nation we have become accustomed to reading maga-
zines and newspapers where our thinking is already done 
for us. Many prefer to get their thinking like their clothes, 
ready-made. It saves time and effort. In fact, to a pessi-
mist, it would appear that people have just forgotten how 
to think. 

There is one rule to which there are few if any exceptions, 
and that is, reforms cannot be put over until the people 
are ready for them. One is forced to the conclusion that 

they are evidently not ready as yet for the Single Tax. But 
it is for us who believe in it and are hoping for it, to keep 
working and doing all in our power to get them ready to 
accept it. - R. L. WARD. 


