The Original version didn't sed that
of Monopoly was the  IANGRat
brainchild of a feminist
radical cntinanitolict
woman from

Washington, D.C.,
named Lizzie Magie.

Magie was a big fan of Henry George,
a Progressive economist who wrote
about the negative social impact that

“land monopoly had on rent.
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B/ A board game =
about taxes and

Magie had an unorthodox ide for how to teach
George's economic theories to the masses.

In 1903, she created “the Landlord’s Game,” -
which had plagers running around a board
gobbling up property and charging rents.
“And then the |
players realize the
progressive power
of a single land -
2. Vvalue tax! A

Magie patented the game and
began distributing it herself.
Have you ever heard
of Henry George's

theories on..

An economics professor and prominent
socialist named Scott Nearing came across
Magie’s game and taught it {o his classes.
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His students at the University of Pénnsglvania

“and the University of Toledo began making L—
their own boards so they could \ﬁag at home.

At some point, one of these Y The Quakers made their

boards was introduced to a own boards, changed the

Quaker congregation. rules a bit and rename d

the game Monopoly.
Better than

3 sermon. &

N\ ~ 7 Cheat and
1///1/'”:\\ {1l bash your

ead in._/ M
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e Monopoly spread through Quaker groups
== througho\%\t the Northeast and Midwest. [
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She renewed her patent/inf 1924
and tried to sell it to a game T
company called Parker Brothers.

SN

- Homemade copies of the game continued to spread.

Some Quakérs in:fAﬂar'\tic
City made a version using
their own street names.

"Hey, | live on
Mediterranean
Avenue!

It's ‘a
nice p‘ace,
dammit!

Have you
" ever imagined
being inctedibly
wealthy?

"
N MONOPOLY.
O

Magie tried to reassert control. §
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OK... so the progressive
economist, Henry George,
theorizes the usefulness
of a “land value tax”...

»The)g rejéted it

“as "too political”

That Atlantic City board was brought to

| wonder if there's
| awayto make this
“\ fake money real....

Darrow produed his own version
of the Atlantic City board and
marketed it as Monopoly.

- Scrubbed of Magie’s politics,
Darrow’s version came across as
-a celebration of capitalism, the
‘opposite of its original intent.

Philadelphia, where an unemploged man
. B named Charles Darrow came across.it.
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/ OK..so you .
try to get rich

and crush your
1y enemies.

Darrow sold
his version

of the game
to Parker

h o A»m’je,ricahg»were eager to get the 3ri§ndin'3:Gréat, v
ro ers. - Depression off their minds and play at being
wealthy. People bought the game in droves.
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When Magie began to
~ make noise about the |

rip-off, Parker Brothers [
" quietly bo:lf;ht out her [N
~patents and pretended 2
~ nothing ever.iappened;” '-

g

In 1904, Magie held a stunt
| auction where she “sold .\
herself as a slave” to protest |
women’s low wages.
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. Magie's story was onl uncovered in-
B 1975 after Parker Brothers sued to stop
f a satirical game called Anti-Monopoly.

my board }
Same, toO! Y-

™N

thenib.com/brief-history-of-monopoly

PROGRESS Summer-2017

19




