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HIS is to be considered. As it is something not well

understood it may be desirable to stress it. If Roose-
velt should succeed he must fail. 1t is not possible of course
to bring us out of the depression through the adoption
of the devices entered into by the administration at
Washington. But it is conceivable that natural forces
may work something of revival to be followed by another
era of depression, deeper and more general than that
through which we are passing. For such temporary re-
vival Roosevelt partisans will claim all the credit and he
will be acclaimed as the great leader who has conquered
the depression. But all to no purpose as time proceeds
and the destructive forces again get in their work.

T is all very simple to those who will study the matter.

Land values are the lifeblood of the community.
Normally they are beneficent in their operations. Busi-
ness generally can carry the normal economic rent. In-
stead of being a burden on industry rent determines the
most profitable locations where industry can be carried
on. It marks the arteries of a city’s commerce and de-
termines the sites of a city’s activities, the direction of its
transit lines, the distribution of its population. Rentsare
the natural planning or the natural direction of it.

NYTHING that interferes with the normal pulsa-

tion of land values through a city's arteries causes
a disarrangement and interruption of the orderly pro-
cesses of industry. The whole natural process is now
destroyed and will not work because of the element now
introduced. Speculation now sets in, and this specula-
tion in rental values strikes at the very heart of
the well-being of a community. An element is introduced
destructive of al! normal development. Industry is now
called upon to pay in excess of the normal rent. There is
less for interest and wages and more for the silent partner
who contributes nothing to production, the receiver of
economic rent, now speculative rent. Capital and wages
face diminishing returns. Failures and bankruptcies
follow and these results occuring from the same cause
in other cities where similar phenomena are taking place,
produce depressions. Finally the lifeblood of the com-
munity, land values, runs sterile.

HIS is the terrible cycle in which communities are

involved. There is no remedy save the absorption
by society of those social values which society creates,
making forever impossible the recurrence of the present
dislocation of industry and wide spread unemployment.
This can be done through the taxing power. And at the
same time all taxes which bear so hardly on industry can
be abolished, and their abolition is the other half of the
answer to the problem or solution for the condition in
which we find ourselves. This need not be done at once

perhaps but can be done gradually, and with every step
in the process capital and labor will be lightened of its
burden.

Dictatorship or Single Tax’
By HarrYy WEINBERGER, of the New York Bar

PEOPLE who are an-hungered cannot stay free. Oc-
casional brave souls may starve and struggle to th
end to maintain liberty and democracy. Large grcup
may fight while starving, and die in the struggle, it being
“A short life in the saddle, Lord,
Not a long life by the fire.”

For an entire nation, unemployment and starvation how:
ever will lead that nation inevitably to accept dicta.tor
ship in preference to hunger; whether that dictatorshi
is in the form of Fascism, Naziism or Communism.

Today the American people are engaged in a grea
struggle against economic depression—a struggle
great as the Revolution of 1776, a struggle as depre:sin
as the Civil War of 1861, a struggle in some ways fo
millions of our people as horrible as the World War 1
hunger and unemployment continue, will the blin
Samson of hunger pull down the Temple of Civilization

This present depression is testing whether our natio
conceived in liberty, faced with world economic force
can long endure without a dictator. Nation after natio
has succumbed to regimentation or civil war. Will hi
tory recall that our democracy as well as that of othe
nations was only a passing phase to mark the transitio
from the divine right of kings to dictatorship?

Shall we allow that it is necessary to set aside the prinei
ples of individual freedom and regiment a nation i
order to promote experiments to improve economic con
ditions. A small group in Russia, by force and terro
took from its people liberty, and promised to return i
some day. More than fifteen years have elapsed sinc
that time and liberty has not been returned to th
Russian people. The Facsists of Italy and the Nazi
of Germany have taken away liberty without e\:ren
promise of its return. They liquidate their oppo ient:
in Russia, castor-oil-ize them in Italy, shoot them i
Germany, put them in a Code in the United States a
the opening step for a regimented nation. Only thre
of the great nations of the world are still really demo
cratic—England, France and the United States.

If we have now in the United States a governmen
of men and not law, if the Constitution of the Unitec
States guaranteeing freedom, protecting private prop
erty, protecting contracts, has been abolished or is 1
the process of being abolished, tomorrow or next ye

*This address of Harry Weinberger was sent to the Henry Geor
Congress after he found it impossible to attend. Owing to th: gre;
amount of business before the sessions it was not read.—Editor LA
AND FREEDOM.
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instead of a mild idealistic President, we may have a
dictator who will end all liberty, having been taught by
an idealistic President how to regiment the people by
force and fear in a time of depression and unemployment.
Senator Borah well said:

‘‘Precedents established by capable hands for desirable
urposes are still precedents for incapable hands and un-
esirable purposes.”

Life even with all economic questions solved, if without
liberty, would be like a rope of sand which perishes in
the twisting. )

Every form of dictatorship in whatever guise it may
come, must be resisted to the bitter end. Eternal vigi-
lance is still the price of liberty. This has been said
thousands of times but always needs repeating, and never
more than now.

It is better to die on fighting feet than to live on bended
knees. We must not listen to men on bended knees—
those who do so cannot judge the size of other men.

We must however solve the unemployment problem;
solve the bread question, the cost of living question; the
decent housing question, or people and nations in panic
and desperation may continue to flock to dictators like
frightened children. The youths of the United States
stand helpless and hopeless asking for jobs, and in the
P most fertile land in the world, blessed with all the raw
material necessary and the finest engineering science,
J marvelous roads and railroads, with millions of acres of
‘P land unused, trade stands still and millions are eating the
bread of charity who never ate it before. Taxes are
mounting higher and higher, taxes in every form; and once
proud cities and states are turning to the Federal Govern-
ment for aid lest they perish or go bankrupt.

In the meanwhile, almost without exception, cities,
counties and states allow the unearned increment of land
which is created by all the people to be taken by private
individuals; it allows land to be held out of use waiting
for a speculative rise in price; it fails to take for community
! needs the full rental value of the bare land which was
created by no man, which act alone would force all land
into its fullest economic use, create more jobs than men,
raise wages, reduce the cost of living, lower rents, and
. abolish all relief rolls except for the old and feeble or in-
capacitated.

There can be no overproduction; there is only under-
consumption. Today we have wonderful machinery mak-
ing too much clothing so that millions are without clothes
and without jobs. We have agriculture that produces
so much wheat and corn and fruits and vegetables that
| millions have to go hungry; we have so many houses that
millions are homeless. There is no limit to human con-
sumptive power; there is only underconsumption caused
by inability to purchase. There is no man, no matter
how poor or how wealthy who cannot use hundreds of
* things, who would not like to own and use more of the

bare necessities of life, from simple bread to fine cake, from
simple clothes to elaborate clothes, from newspapers to
fine books, from ordinary pictures to masterpieces, from a
simple harmonica to a fine violin, from an old tin-can piano
to a grand piano, from a tallow candle to an electric
light, from a one horse shay to the latest airplane or auto-
mobile, from a row-boat to a yacht, from a noisv city
apartment to a beautiful home in the country.

When we had a tremendous housing shortage in New
York City and rents were soaring to the skies, it was pro-
posed that all houses built within a certain period would
be tax exempt for ten years; that law of the exemption
of houses from taxation was passed. Thousands of houses
were built, the housing shortage was solved, hundreds of
thousands of people were given jobs directly or indirectly
and rents came down.

I need not state any of the usual arguments for Single
Tax to most of this audience. However, let me give two
examples, for others who may hear or read this address.

In the City of New York the New School for Social
Research wanted to build a building on Twelfth street,
and they paid two hundred thousand dollars for the mere
fee of the land on which to erect the building. No one
produced that land—no one except the community pro-
duced the value of that land, yet some one pocketed two
hundred thousand dollars.

The Wendell home on Fifth Avenue and Thirty-Ninth
Street, with its dog yard has been rented to a chain store
at a rental of about three hundred thousand dollars a year,
so that before labor can be paid a penny in wages, before
capital can earn a penny in dividends, three hundred
thousand dollars worth of goods must be produced yearly
and paid over to the present owners of the land who in-
herited it from the Wendells.

This situation is repeated millions of times in the United
States and often when labor strikes for more wages and
shorter hours and capital replies it cannot afford it, then
bitter strikes break out, leading to riots, disorder, deaths
and the destruction of property. Capital and labor under
these circumstances are very much like two Kilkenny
cats who have had their tails tied together and are scratch-
ing and biting at each other, each thinking the other the
enemy, while as a matter of fact, the real enemy is the
one who tied their tails together. The enemy of both
capital and labor are those who receive the community-
created rental values of land.

The law of supply and demand cannot be repealed
unless we go under a despotism, whether that despotism
is called Communism, Naziism or N. R. A. That road
means the destruction of democracy. The people of the
United States may vote for it if they want it, for as
Abraham Lincoln said in his first inaugural address:

“This country, with its institutions, belongs to the

people who inhabit it. Whenever they shall grow weary
of the existing government, they can exercise their con-
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stitutional right of amending it or their revolutionary
right to dismember or overthrow it."

The change, however, must not be done by one man
or a handful of public officials who were elected with no
such mandate from the people, but it must be done by the
people .themselves.

Let us use all land to its fullest economic use, agricul-
tural, industrial or residential. Let us use the full machine
power, all science, all speed, all manpower as if we were
at war. Continue under our present system. Tell the
people of America that they can build houses, or repair
them, build factories or barns, make improvements with-
out having their taxes increased and unemployment will
cease in America without begging the banks to make loans.

Break down and pull down the high tariff walls—raze
them, so that other nations may do likewise, so that trade
and goods may flow through the world again, so that
nations will cease to fear that they cannot get raw materials
for their people to eat or manufacture. Tariff walls cause
nations to want more and more land of their neighbors,
and they prepare for war while trade is not free. This
preparation for war entails a burden that is like the Old
Man of the Sea whom Sinbad carried almost to the point
of his destruction.

How many additional men and women are on the public
pay-rolls since the New Deal? I am not referring to relief
rolls. What is the total amount of their unnecessary
salaries? How many people are employed on code en-
forcements? How much spying is going on, how much
added bitterness is being engendered? All of this an
added incubus on business, increasing the cost of pro-
duction, raising the cost of living without raising wages
to permit the people to buy. These code authority
employees are a new army of seven year locusts who at
the expense of the public are eating up a good part of the
people’s substance. Put them back to useful work.

The American people should never again allow the
destruction or limitation of crops or animals; never again
allow the United States to adopt an economy of scarcity.
A democracy should allow no poverty, no hunger, no
‘involuntary unemployment, for every one in a democracy
has an unalienable right to work for a living. ’

Economic liberty or proper distribution of wealth and
the proper forms of taxation has nothing to do with the
question of liberty. It has only to do with economics.
But only a free people with liberty of speech under a
democratic form of government, can change economic
conditions by ballots instead of bullets, in order to bring
about the happiness of the people, one of the purposes of
government as stated in the Declaration of Independence.

Some men in a hurry to save the world before night-
fall would dispense with all liberty. We stand against
regimentation of the people under any guise or pretext.
Voluntary cooperation is not despotism; compulsory co-
operation carried too far may be the road to tyranny and
tyranny is tyranny. We do not fear economic change—we

do fear the growth of monopolies and loss of liberty. We
stand against the despotism of government or men. All
changes of government or society should be fully discussed.
We are not afraid of paper bullets containing ideas; we are
not afraid of verbal shot containing controversial ammu-
nition. It is so easy to sell one's heritage of freedom for
a mess of pottage; the necessities, the exigencies seer1 so
great, the sale seems so temporary—the struggle to liold
it seems so hopeless, so useless.

You are familiar with the Rubyiat of Omar Khaya
and know how he describes the sellers of wine and asks

““Well, I wonder often what the vinters buy
One half so precious as the stuff they sell.”

To paraphrase Omar Khayam, I say to these in pani
who are advocating that we sell liberty for a regimente
state:

I wonder what they will receive that will
Be worth half the liberty they sell.

In Chicago at the World's Fair Exposition you may se
the Prairie Schooner, also called the Covered Wégon
with its hard wheels and springs and brakes. As :yo
look at it you may think of the men and women, vho
because land was free and therefore opportunity wa
open, rode hundreds of miles in that wagon across count:
You may wonder whether the men and women of toda
would have the courage to travel across a continent in
vehicle like that. Have we been softened by rubbe
tires, and fine springs on upholstered vehicles? Are wi
less industrious? Have we with all of electric and stea
power less capacity to produce?

We refuse to say with Browning:
“Never glad, confident morning again."
We reply in the words of Bronte:

““No coward’s soul is mine,
No trembler in the world's troubled sphere.”’

America is appalled at the spread of crime. Crim
increases with the increased hazard of living. Whe
young men and young women stand helpless and hope
less without jobs what can government and society ex-
pect? When middle age or old age finds itself despurate
and in need, characters break under the strain and crime
increases. When, added to that situation, there is the
invasion of constitutional liberties by the law-enforcin
agencies, the third degree, the invasions of homes, th
dragnet arrests of alleged agitators or aliens or so-called
“reds,” all in violation of the law, we realize that th
problem of much of all crime cannot be solved by, law:
enforcing agencies but by abolition of unemploynient
starvation wages, the stretch-out system, long hours
but, more important than all, by opening opporturiitie
creating a condition of more jobs than men.

We can care for the unemployed, we can feed the
hungry and provide shelter for the homeless withou



LAND AND FREEDOM )

regimenting the nation in business, without goose-steeping
every little industry, without leaving loose a bureaucratic
flock of nosey incompetents running around clothed in
brief authority, and with all the thunder of the majesty
of the United States government behind them, giving
petty orders—with the little man and the little business
cracked down upon—while prices keep soaring for the
necessities of life and business and individuals carry addi-
tional taxes and unemployment continues to grow with
he number of those needing relief mounting. Food
and grain and cotton and cattle have been destroyed
in the past and people by tens of thousands have been
paid for doing nothing. The government must take
care of the needy. That is part of the duty of govern-
ent. [ defy any lawyer, however, to show any authority
n the National Government to pay farmers for not pro-
ducing, not working.

- It is no disgrace nor dishonor to fail in the conflict
or justice and liberty. It is only a disgrace and dishonor
not to enter the arena and give battle. Democracy and
parliamentary government with all its faults is the sole
ope of a world seeking a possible solution of economic
problems. If depotism conquers it will mould the world
n unchangeable form; it will build on the masses for the
benefit of only a few.

Luther Burbank once said:

‘T shall be content if, because of me,
there shall be better fruits and fairer flowers.”

We should be content if because of our battle for a
ree earth there shall be better human beings, peace, and
he abolition of poverty, liberty and democracy in all
he world.

So, take heart; consult your despair, your desperation
n a tottering world; take heart for the earth in all its
ruitfulness has not been destroyed. Tickle the earth
and it will still laugh a harvest. Take heed for the learn-
ng and science of mankind, with all of steam and electric
power, is still our heritage ready for use. Take heed—
what should you fear? Our ancestors came from all parts
the world with courage, facing unknown conditions
ind dangers, helped clear a continent and established
he glory of these United States. Can we do less?

Liberalism In Being

ES, there is a Liberal Party!
I saw nearly all of it all at once the other day. Three M.P.s stood
a group outside the Eisteddfod pavilion—all Liberals.
. They were Captain R. T. Evans, A. O. Roberts and L. Jones.
e first estimated, in a talk with me that of the £10,000,000
ecently spent on public works in Wales, half had gone to the
andlords!

He might not go so far as to admit it, but the logical remedy, of
ourse, is land reform on the Henry George pattern.
HANNEN SWAFFER in London Daily Herald.

wf PoLriTicaAL juggling will not balance a budget.

Prosperity—
A Normal Condition

AN EFFORT TO FIND IN LIBERTY A COMMON
DENOMINATOR FOR THOSE NOT RESIGNED
TO DEPRESSIONS

By Henry J. FoLEY

Just what do you mean by prosperity?

I mean a condition in which every man able to
work can secure without difficulty the necessities
of life, and a reasonable share of the comforts and
luxuries.

Is prosperity a condition difficult of attainment?,
Prosperity is as normal as breathing. Depression
is as unnatural, and should be as unusual as suffoca-
tion.

Why do you say that prosperity is a normal condition?

Because men were provided with the earth and
its raw materials, from which all their wants may
be supplied, just as they are provided with air to
breathe; and they are likewise provided with hands
to work up these materials, just as they are pro-
vided with lungs to breathe the air.

How could the normal condition of breathing be replaced by the un-
natural condition of suffocation?

1. By destroying the lungs with which men
breathe, or,

2. By shutting off the air which they must put
into their lungs.

How could a normal condition of prosperity be replaced by depression
and wholesale poverty?

1. By destroying the hands with which men
work; or,

2. By keeping men away from the materials
on which they could work.

Is prosperity the actual condition of mankind?

Some of the best minds assure us that unemploy-

ment and low wages must be perpetual.
Is'this because men have lost the use of their hands?

Certainly not; it must be for the other reason,
that they have nothing to use their hands upon.

Does the cure of depression require a deep study of political economy?

If it did, the human race would have been extinct
before the population reached a thousand.

Does the human race need émployers?

If it did, Adam would have died in a poorhouse,
if there had been a poorhouse. There was no *“‘capi-
tal fund” to pay Adam’s wages.

Is the problem of making a living a dreadfully complicated problem?

The problem of working for something to eat
should be no more complicated than the problem
of eating.

What has complicated the problem of making a living?
The fact that the majority of people are barred



