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man must have within himself a sense
of Inherent Right, or succese will be an
impossibility, for this sense of Inherent
Right carries with it the appreciation of
industry, application, energy, and an un-
sullied, determined, never-wavering
aim.

From the more comprehensive point
of viéW, common sense tells us that there

" is an Inherent Right in the people to
govern themselves as they see fit;. that
there is an Inherent Right for each man
to worship God according to the dic-
tates of his conscience. Yet over these
two principles seas of blood have been
spilled by men of all nations and all
HEES,

In the infancy of the world men were
not able to appreciate the rudimentary
principles of Right; but as the individ-
ual progressed toward an understanding

.0f it, he slowly carried the world with
him. History becomes, therefore, simply
the record of men’s progress toward the
complete recognition of an absolute and
Inherent Right, first by the individual,
and then an acknowledgment of this
Right by the body politic.—William Bit-
tle Wells, in The Pacific Monthly,

HOW TO OBTAIN FULL [NDIVID-
UAL FREEDOM.

An abstract of the address made by Mr.
John Z. \White, of Chicago, at a dinner given
by the Singie¢ Taxers of Cleveland 0., at
the Bucild hote!, on Thursdmy evening, Au-
gust 4, 190,

Individual freedom is the aim of those
who support the doctrines advocated by
Henry George. Taxation.is the prac-
tical means whereby they hope to real-
ize his jdeals. In both inepiration and
method they claim to be conservative
—that is, to be in accord with the ten-
dencies which have prevailed in the civ-

_ilization of which they are a part.

The glory of modern civilization—
the feature by which it is distinguished
from all others—is the fuller recogni-
tion of individual freedom that now ob-
taine. And this is but another way of
asserting the more extended destruc-
tion of privilege. Privilege is the curse
of society. How to adjust ourselves to
the physical facts of the world, and at
the same time avoid privilege, is the
problem,

In the three relations in which men
live—the religious or epiritual, the. po-
litical or governmental, the material
or, physical—individual freeiom fis, in
the United States, nearly complete. The
emall interference with individual free-
dom that still obtains is, however, vital.
The resulting condition is like that fol-
lowing an attempt to swim a torrent—
failure, no matter how small the mar-
gin, Is fatal.

In the religious or spiritual field.
thanks to the struggles of our fore-
fathers, every man may now worship
God in accord with the dictates of his
own conscience, or avoid worship, as he
wille, In religion we have secured in-
dividual freedom. In the political or
governmental field every man may vote
equally with every other man. In po-
litical affairs we have secured equal in-
dividual freedom.

In the physical or material field, how-
ever. we have but partly secured in-
dividual freedom. Man must eat to live.
To secure food he must (directly or in-
directly) cultivate the earth, Two
things are here involved—the cultivator
and the thing cultivated; that is, labor
and land. The first of these has been
freed. No longer is man a serf or a
slave in his body. But all the labor in
the worid cannot of itself produce one
ounce of food. Therefore, individual
freedom in religion, individua]l freedom
in government, individual freedom of
the person, are of but little worth to
him from whose grasp the land is held.
The modern rule of equal Individua!
right obtains in religion, in government,
and as to the person; but the ancient
rule of aristoeratic privilege still dom-
inates our regulations as to land, with-
out the use of which individual rights
enumerated as secured are as joys that
vanish with pdssession.

Henry George proposed nothing more
nor less than to continue in the pathway
that hitherto has led to the realization
of the distinctive characteristic of the
modern world—individual freedom:.
We believe that we are properly called
conservatives, Equal religious rights,
equal social rights, equal rights to la-
bor, must be supplemented by equal
rights to land.

out while the American people love
freedom, they are also intensely prac-
tical, and very properly insist on know-
ing just how this result may be
achieved. And just here is the grear-
ness of Henry George revealed. Poet
and seer though he was, he yet gave to
practical detail that careful attention
wilhout which no great work was ever
accomplished. The practical proposal
is simplicity itself: Land and labor
are the primary factors of all produc-
tion. Land is owned by a comparative-
ly few. The product is therefore divid-
ed between those who labor and those
who own land. The portion going to
labor is earned. The portion going to
landlords is the value of privilege.
Privilege is unjust legal advantage.
George proposed to turn privileged val-
ues into the public possession by abo!-
ishing all taxes on labor or its preducts,
and concentrating all taxes for public
revenue upon the value of land,

As a mere matter of getting public
revenue this system has every argu-
ment in its favor. But the thought that
gives it vitality and power is that
through it we will obtain, in the eco-
nomic, as in the religious and political
field, complete individual freedom.

DIRECT LEGISLATION IN OREGON.
For The Public,

Oregon has achieved the distinction,
through its two statutes enacted last
June by direct legislation, of being the
first State in the Union to become, and
exercise the prerogatives of, a pure
democracy and thereby secure true po-
litical freedom.

The laws referred to were, one for
direct primaries and one for liquor local
option; and both were, as allowed by
the initiative and reférendum amend-
ment of their State constitution, enact-
ed by the people without the interven-
tion of the Legislature.

The initiative petitions containing
8,500 signatures, which was about 1,300
more than the law required, were filed
with the Oregon Secretary of State on
the 5th of February, 1904, The elec-
tion, which occurred on the 6th of last
June, gave results as follows: For di-
rect primaries, 56,205; against the
same, 16,354; and for local option, 43.-
316; and against the same, 40,198. On
the 24th of June the two laws. by procla-
mation of Gov. George E. Chamberlain,
were declared to be “in full force and
effect,”” both of them having received
“an affirmative majority of the total
number of votes cast on said measures.”

The States of Utah and South Dakota
have direct legislation amendments in
their State constitutions, but Utah has
as yet no enabling act to carry it into
effect; and South Dakota, while it has
an enabling act, has not as yet enacted
any statute by initiative petition or de-
manded a referendum under the new
amendment. The voters of South Da-
kota have thus far contented themselves
with allowing their amendment to re-
main a dead letter except in its opera-
tion, which is an exceedingly important
function, as a potential check on legis-
lative misconduct. They as yet prefer
to allow their amendment to stand (as
The Oregonian, of Portland, last year
declared their amendment stood in their
State at that time) “as a safeguard in
the people’'s hands against pernicious
acts of an unworthy and a conniving
governor.”

In Oregon the direct legislation
amendment to the constitution was
adopted in June, 1902. ““The first notice-
able effect,” says Hon. W. 8, U'Ren, of
Oregon City, in a late article in The
Arena magazine, of Boston, "“was a



