FREEMEN NEED NO GUARDIANS!*

FROM THE “FPORTNIGHTLY REVIEW,” FEBRUARY, 1913,
YOL. 99, PP. 209-2iB.

HERE are two theories of government that

have been contending with each other ever
since government began. One of them is the theory
which in Ameriea is associated with the name of a
very great man, Alexander Hamilton. A great man,
but in my judgment, not a great American. He did
not think in terms of American life, Hamilton be-
lieved that the omnly people who could understand
government, and therefore the only people who were
qualified to conduect it, were the men who had the
biggest finaneial stake in the commercial and in-
dustrial enterprises of the country.

That theory, though few have now the hardihood
to profess it openly, has been the working theory
upon which our government has lately been con-
ducted. It is astonishing how persistent it is. Tt
is amazing how quickly the political party which
had Lincoln for its first leader—ZLincoln, who not
only denied, but in his own person so completely
disproved, the aristoeratic theory—it is amazing how
quickly that party founded on faith in the people
forgot the precepts of Lincoln and fell under the

1Thin interview +wns published o mear in point of time to the first

inaugural that it seems to be an appendix nnd heoce is published as
the secomd srticle of this volume.—THE EDITORS.
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delusion that the ““masses’’ needed the guardianship
of “men of affairs.”

For indeed, if you stop to think about it, nothing
eould be a further departure from original Armeri-
canism, from faith in the ability of a confident, re-
sourceful, and independent people thap the disconr-
aging doetrine that somebody has got to provide
prosperity for the rest of ng. And yet that is ex-
actly the doctrine en which the government of the
United States has been condueted lately, Who have
been consulted when important measures of govern-
ment, like tariff acts, and eurrency acts, and railroad
acts were uuder consideration? The people whom
the tariff chiefly affects, the people for whom the
currency is suppesed to exist, the people who pay
the duties and ride on the railroads? Oh! no. What
do they know sbout such matters! The gentlemen
whose ideas have been sought are the big manufac-
turers, the bankers, and the heads of the great rail-
road combinations. The masters of the government
of the TUnited States are the combined capitalists
and manufacturers of the United States. It is writ-
ten over every intimate page of the records of Con-
gress; it is written all through the history of econ-
ferences at the White House, that the suggestions of
economie policy in this country have come from one
source, not from many sources; the benevolent
guardians, the kind-hearted trustees who have taken
the troubles of government off our hands have be-
corze 50 conspicuous that almost anybody can write
out a list of them. They have become so conspicu-
ous that their names are mentioned upen almost ev-
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ery politieal platform. The men who have under-
taken the interesting job of taking care of us do not
force us to requite them with anonymously directed
gratitude. We know them by name.

Suppose you go to Washington and try to get at
your government. You will always find that while
vouw are politely listened fo, the men really consulted
ara the men who have the biggest stake—the big
bankers, the big manufacturers, the big masters of
commerce, the heads of railroad corporations and of
steamship eorporations. ¥ have no objection to these
men being consulted, beeause they also, though they
do not themselves seem to admit it, are part of the
people of the United States. But I do very seriously
object to these gentlemen being chiefly eonsulted, and
particularly to their being exclusively consulted, and
if the government of the United States is to do the
right thing by the people of the United States it has
got to do it direetly and not through the intermedi-
ation of these gentlemen. Every time it has come to
a eritical question, these gentlemen have been yielded
to, and their demands have been treated as the de-
mands that should be followed 2s a matier of course,

The government of the United States at present
is a foster-child of the special intevests. It is not
allowed to have a will of its own. It-is told at every
move, *‘Don’t do that; you will interfere with our
prosperity.”> And when we ask, ‘““Where is our
prosperity lodged?’’ a eertain group of gentlemen
say, '‘With us.”’ The government of the United
States in recent years has mnot heen administered
by the common people of the Unifed States. You
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know just as well as I do—it is not an indictment
against anybody, it is a mere statement of the facts—
that the people have stood outside and looked on at
their own government and that all they have had to
determine in past years has been which crowd they
would look on at; whether they would lock on at this
little group or that little group who had managed
to get the control of affairs in its hands. Have you
ever heard, for example, of any hearing before any
great committee of the Congress in which the people
of the country as a whole were represented, except
it may be by the Congressmen themselves? The men
who appear at those meetings in order to argue for
this schedule in the tariff, for this measure or against
that measure, are men who represent special inter-
ests. They may represent them very homestly; they
may intend no wrong to their fellow citizens, but
they are speaking from the point of view always of
a small portion of the population. I have sometimes
wondered why men, particularly men of means, men
who didn’t have to work for their living shouldn’t
constitute themselves attorneys for the people, and
every time a hearing is held before a ecommittee of
Congress should mnot go and ask, ‘‘Gentlemen, in
considering these things suppose you consider the
whole country? Suppose you consider the citizens
of the United States?’”

Now I don’t want a smug lot of experts to sit
down behind closed doors in Washington and play
Providence to me, There is a Providence to which
I am perfectly willing to submit. But as for other
men settitig up as Providence over myself, I seri-
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ously object. I have mever met a political saviour
in the flesh, sand I never expect to meet one. I am
reminded of Gelett Burgess’ verses:—

4'] pever saw a purple cow,
I mever hope to see one,
Bui this I°1 tell you anyhow,

1°d rather see than be one.’?

That iz the way I feel about this saving of my
fellow-countrymen. I’d rather see a saviour of the
United States than set up to be one, becanse I have
found out, I have actually found out, that men 1
consult with know more than I do-—especially if T
consult with enough of them. I never came out of
a committee meeting or s conference without seeing
mora of the guestion that was under diseussion than
‘T had secen when I went in. And that to my mind is
an image of government. I am not willing to be
under the patronage of the trusts, no matter how
providential a government presides over the process
of their control of my life.

I am one of those who absolutely reject the trus-
tee theory, the gunardianship theory. 1 have never
found a man who knew how to take care of me, and,
reasoning from that point out, I conjecture that
there isn’t any man who knows how -to take care of
the people of the United States. I suspect that the

people of the Unpited States understand their own.

interests better than any group of men in the con-
fines of the country undersiand them, The men who
are sweating blood to get their foothold in the world
of endeavour understand the conditions of business
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in the United States very much betier than the men
who have arrived and are at the top. They know
what the thing is that they are struggling against.
They know how difficult it is to start a new enter-
prise. They know how far they have to search for
eredit that will put them upon an even footing with
the men who have already built up industry in this
country. They know that somewhere by somebody
the development of industry ir this country is being
eontrolled.

1 do not say this with the slightest desire to ereate
any prejudice against wealth; on the comtrary, I
should be ashamed of myself if I excited elass feel-
ing of any kind. But I do mean to suggest this:
that the wealth of the country has, in Tecent years,
come from particular soureces; it has come from
those sources which have built mp monopoly. Iis
point of view i3 a special point of view. Itisthe point

- of view of those men who do not wisk that the peo-

ple should determine their own affairs, because they
do not believe that the people’s judgment is sound.
They want to be commissioned to take care of the
United States and of the people of the United States,
becanse they believe that they, better than anybody
else, understand the interests of the United States.
1 do not challenge their character; I challenge their
point of view. We cannot afford to be governed as
we have been governed in the last gemeration, by
men who occupy so narrow, so prejudiced, so limited
a point of view.

The government of our eountry canmot be lodged
in any special class. The poliey of a great mation
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cannot be tied up with any particular set of inter-
ests. I want to say, again and again, that my argu-
ments do not touch the character of the men to whom
I am opposed. - I believe that the very wealthy men
who have got their money by certain kinds of cor-
porate enterprises have closed in their horizon, and
that they do not see and do not understand the rank
and file of the people. It is for that reasen that I
want o break up the little coterie that has deter-
mited what the government of the nation should do.
The list of the men who wused to determine what
New Jersey should and should not do did not exceed
haif a dozen, and they were always the same men.
These very men now are, some of them, frank enough
to admit that New Jersey has finer energy in her be-
cause more men are constlied and the whole field
of action is widened and liberalised. ;

We have got to relieve our government from the
domination of special classes, not because these
special classes are bad, necessarily, but because no
special class can understand the interests of a great
community,

I believe, as T believe in nothing else, in the av-
erage integrity and the average intelligence of the
American people, and I do not believe that the in-
telligence of America ean be put into commission
anywhere. I do not believe that there is any group
of men of any kind to whom we ean afford to give
that kind of trusteeship.

I will not live under trustees if I can help it. No
group of men less than the majority has a right to
tell me how I have got to live in America, I will




LATER PAPERS 15

submit to the majority, becanse X have been trained
to do it—though I may sometimes have my private
opinion even of the majority. 1 do not eare how
wise, how patriotie, the trustees may be, I have never
heard of any group of men in whose hands I am
willing to lodge the liberties of Ameries in tfrust.

If any part of our people want to be wards, if
they want to have guardians put over thens, if they
want to be taken care of, if they want to be children,
Ppatronised by the govermment, why, T am sorry, be-
canse it will sap the manhood of America. But I
don’t believe they do. I believe they want to stand
on the firm foundation of law and right and take
care of themselves. I, for my part, don’t want to
belong to a nation, I believe that I do not belong to
a nation, that needs to be taken care of by guardians.
I want to belong te a nation, and I am prond that
I do belong to a nation, that knows how to take eare
of itself, If I thonght that the American people
were reckless, were ignorant, were vindictive, I
might shrink from putting the government into
their hands. But the beauty of democracy is that
when you are reckless you destroy your own estab-
lished eonditions of life; when you are vindictive,
You wreak vengeance upon yourself; the whole sta-
bility of demoeratic polity rests upon the fact that
every interest is every man’s interest,

' The theory that the men of biggest affairs, whose
field of operation is the widest, are the proper men
to advise the government is, I am willing to admit,
rather a plausible theory. If my business covers the
United States not only, but covers the world, it is
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to be presumed that I have a pretty wide scope in
my vision of business. But the flaw is that it is my
own business that I have a vision of, and not the
business of the men who lie outside of the scope of
the plang I have made for a profit out of the partic.
ular transactions I am connected with. And you
can’t, by putting together a large number of men
whe understand their own business, no matter how
large it is, make up a body of men who will under-
stand the business of the nation as contrasted with
their own business interest,

In a former generation, half a century ago, there
were a greal many men associated with the govern-
ment whose patriotism we are not privileged to deny
nor to guestion, who intended to serve the people,
but had become %0 saturated with the point of view
of a governing class, that it was impoessible for them
to see America ag the people of America themselves
saw it. Then there arose that interesting figure, the
immortal figure of the great Lineoln, who stood up
declaring that the politicians, the mer who had gov-
erned this country, did not see from the point of
view of the people. When I think of that tall,
gaunt fignre rising in Illinois, T have a picture of
a man free, unentangled, unassociated with the gov-
erning inflaences of the country, ready to see things
with an open eye, to see them steadily, to see them
whole, t0 see them as the men he rubbed shoulders
with and associated with saw them. What the
country needed in 1860 was a leader who under-
stood and represented the thought of the whole peo-
Ple, as contrasted with that of a special class which
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imagined itself the guardizn of the country’s wel-
fare. '

Now, likewise, the trouble with our present pe-
litical condition is that we meed some man who has
not been associated with the governing classes and
the governing influences of this country to stand up
and speak for us; we need to hear a voice from the
outside calling npon the American people to assert
again their rights and prerogatives in the possession
of their own government.

My thought about both My, Taft and Mr. Roose-
velt is that of entire respect, but these gentlemen
have been so intimately associated witk the powers
that have been determining the policy of this gov-
ernment for almost a generation, that they cannot
look at the affairs of the couniry with a view of a
new age and of a changed set of circnmstances.
They sympathise with the people; their hearts no
doubt go out to the great masses of unknown men
in this country; but their thought is in close habit-
ual association with those who have framed the pol-
icies of the country during all our lifetime. Those
men have framed the protective tariff, have devel-
oped the trusts, have codrdinated and ordered all
the great economie forces of this country in such
fashion that nothing but an outside force breaking
in can disturb their domination and control It is
with this in mind, I believe, that the couniry ean
say to these gentlemen: ““We do not deny your in-
tegrity ; we do not deny your purity of purpose; but
the thought of the people of the United States has
not yet penetrated to your consciousness. You are
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willing to act for the people, but you are not willing
to act through the people. Now we propose to act
for ourselves.”

I sometimes think that the men who are now gov-
erning us are unconscious of the chains in which
they are held. I do not believe that men such as
we know, among our public men at least—most of
them-have deliberately put us into leading strings
to the special interests. The special interests have
grown up. They have grown up by processes which
at last, happily, we are beginning to understand.
And, having grown up, having occupied the seats
of greatest advantage nearest the ear of those who
are conducting government, having contributed the
money which was necessary to the elections, and
therefore having been kindly thought of after elec-
tions, there has closed around the government of the
United States a very interesting, a very able, a very
aggressive coteric of gentlemen who are most defi-
nite and explicit in their ideas as to what they want.

They don’t have to consult us as to what they
want. They don’t have to resort to anybody. They
know their plans, and therefore they know what will
be convenient for them. It may be that they have
really thought what they have said they thought; it
may be that they know so little .of the history of
economic development and of the. interests of the
Untted States as to believe that their leadership- is
indispensable for our prosperity and development.
I don’ have to prove that they believe that, be-
cause they themselves admit it. I have heard them
admit it on many occasions.
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T want to say to you very frankly that I do not
fecl vindictive about it. Some of the men who have
exercised thig eontrol are excellent fellows; they
really believe that the prosperity of the country de-
pends upon them. They really believe that if the
leadership of economiec development in this eountry
dropped from their hands, the rest of us are too
muddle-headed to undertake the task. They not only
comprehend the power of the United States within
their grasp, but they comprehend it within their
imagination. They are honest men, they have just
as much right to express their views as I have to
express mine or you to express yours, but it is just
about time that we examined their views and de-
termined their validity.

As a matter of fact, their thought does not cover
the process of their own undertaking, As a wuni-
versity president, I learned that the men who domi-
nate our manufacturing processes eould not conduet
their business for twenty-four hours without the as-
sistance of the experts with whom the universities
were supplying them. Modern industry depends
upon technical knowledge; and all that these gentle-
men did was to manage the external features of great
combinations and their financial operation, which had
very little to dowith the intimate skill with which
the enterprises were conducted. I know men mnot
catalogued in the public prints, men not spoken of
in public discussion, who are the very bone and sinew
of the indusiry of the United States.

Do our masters of industry speak in the spirits and
interest even of those whom they employ? When
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men ask me what I think about the lsbonr question
and labouring men, I feel that I am being asked what
I know ahout the vast majority of the people, and
I feel as if T were being asled to separate myself, as
belonging to a particular class, from that great body
of my fellow-sitizens who sustain and conduet the
enterprises of the country, Until we get away from
that peint of view it will be impossible to have a free
government,

I kave listened to some very honest and eloquent
orators whose sentiments were noteworthy for this:
that when they spoke of the people, they were not
thinking of themselves; they were thinking of some-
body whom they were commissioned to take care of.
They were always planning to do things for the
American people, and T have seen them ¥isibly shiver
when it was suggested that they arranged to have
something done by the people for themselves, They
said, ““What do they know about it1”’ I always feel
like replying, ““What do you know ghout it? You
know your own interests, but who has told you our
interests and what do you know about them?’* For
the business of every leader of government is to hear
what the nation i saying and to know what the na-
tion is enduring. It is not his business to judge for
the nation, but to judge through the ration as its
spokesman and voice. I do not believe that this
country eould have safely allowed a continuation of
the policy of the men who have viewed affairs in any
other light,

The hypothesis under which we have been ruled is
that of government through a board of trustees,
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through a selected number of the hig business men of
the conntry who know a lot that the rest of us do not
know, and who take it for granted that our ignorance
would wreek the prosperity of the country. The idea
of the Presidents we have recently had has been that
they were Presidents of 4 National Boeard of Trus-
tees. That is not my idea. I have been president of
one board of trustees, and I do not care to have
another on my hands, I want to be President of
the people of the United States. There was many
a time when I was president of the board of trustees
of a university when the undergraduates knew more
than the trustees did; and it has been in my thought
ever since that if I could have dealt directly with the
people who comstituted Princeton University I could
bave carried it forward much faster than I could
dealing with a board of trustees.

Mark you, I am not saying that these leaders knew
that they were doing us an evil, or that they intended
to do us an evil. For my part I am very much more
afraid of the man who does a bad thing and does
not know it is bad than of the man who does a bad
thing and knows it is bad; because I think that in
public affairs stupidity is more dangerouns than
knavery, because harder to fight and dislodge. ¥ a
man does not know encugh to khow what the con-
sequences are going to be to the country, then he
cannot govern the country in a way that is for its
benefit. These gentlemen, whatever may have been
their intentions, linked the government up with the
men who contrel the finances. They may have done
it innocently, or they may have done it eorruptly,
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without affecting my argument at all. And they
themselves cannot eseape from that alliance.

Here is the old guestion of campaign funds: if
I take a hundred thousand dollars from a group of
men representing a particular interest that has a big
stake in a certain schedule of the tariff, I take it with
the knowledge that those gentlemen will expect me
not to forget their interest in that schedule, and that
they will take it a8 an implicit honor that I should
see to it that they are not damaged by too great a
change in that schedule. Therefore, if I take their
money, I am bound to them by a tacit implication of
honor. Perhaps there is no ground for objection to
this situation so long as the function of government
Is conceived to be to look after the trustees of pros-
perity, who in turn will look after the people; but
on any other theory than that of trusteeship no in-
{erested campaign contribuiions ean be tolerated for
a moment—save those of the millions of eitizens who
thus support the doctrines they believe and the men
whom they recognized as their spokesmen.

I tell you the men I am interested in are the men
who, under the conditions we have had, never had
their voices heard, who never got a line in the news-
papers, who never got a moment on the platform,
who never had access to the ears of (overnors or
Presidents or of anybody who was responsible for
the conduet of public affairs, but who went silently
and patiently to their work every day ecarrying the
burden of the world. How are they to be understood
by the masters of finance, if only the masters of
firance are consulted?

|
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That is what I mean when I say, ‘Bring the gov-
ernment back to the people.’” I do not mean any-
thing demagogic; I do not mean to talk as if we
wanted a greal mass of men to rush in and destroy
something, That is not the idea. I want the people
to come and take possession of their own premises;
for I hold that the government belongs to the peo-
ple, and that they have a right to that intimate ac-
cess to it which will determine every turn of its
poliey. .

America is never going to submit to guardianship.
Ameriea is never going to choose thraldom instead of
freedom. Y.ook what there is to decide! There is
the tariff question. Can the tariff question be decided
in favour of the people so long as the monopolies are
the chief counsellors at 'Washington? There is the
currency question. Are we going to settle the eur-
rency question so long as the government listens only
to the counsel of those who command the banking
situation?

Then there is the question of conservation, What
is our fear about conmservation? The hands that are
being stretched out to monopolise our forests, to pre-
vent the use of our great power-producing sireams,
the hands that are being*stretehed into the bowels of
the earth to take possession of the great riches that
lie hidden in Alaska and elsewhere in the incompa-
rable domain of the United States, are the hands
of monopoly. Are these men to continue to stand
at the elbow of government and tell us how we are
to save oursclves—from themselves? Youn cannot
settle the question of conservation while monopoly
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is close to the ears of those who govern. And the
guestion of conservation is a great deal bigger than
the guestion of saving our forests and our mineral
resources and our waters; it iz as big as the life and
kappiness: and strength and elasticity and hope of
our-people. " :

. ‘There are tasks awaiting the government of the
United States which it eannot perform until every
pulse: of that government beats in unison with the
needs and the desires of the whole body of the
Amerigan people. Shall we not give the people
access of sympathy, aeccess of authority, to the in-
strumentalities which are to be indispensable to their
livea?




