MILITANT CHRISTIANITY

ADDRESS AT Y. M. C. A, CELEBRATION, PITTSBURGH,
OCTOBER 24, 1914. FROM THE WHITE HOUSE FILES.

FEEL almost as if I were a truant, being away

" from Washington to-day, but I thought that per-
haps if T were absent the Congress would have the
more leisure to adjourn. I do not ordinarily open
my office at Washington on Saturday. Being a
schoolmaster, I am accustomed to a Saturday holi-
day, and I thought I could not better spend a holi-
day than by showing at least something of the true
direction of my affections; for by long association
with the men who have worked for this organization
1 can say that it has enlisted my deep affection.

I am interested in it for various reasons. First of
all, because it is an association of young men. I have
had a good deal to do with young men in my time,
and I have formed an impression of them which I
believe to be contrary to the general impression.
They are generally thought to be arch radicals. As
a matter of fact, they are the most conservative
people I have ever dealt with. Go to a college com-
munity and try to change the least custom of that
little world and find out the conservatives will rush
at you. Moreover, young men are embarrassed by
having inherited their fathers’ opinions. I have
often said that the use of a university is to make
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young gentlemen as unlike their fathers as possible.
I do not say that with the least disrespect for the
fathers; but every man who is old enough to have
a son in college is old enough to have become very
seriously immersed in some particular business and
is almost certain to have caught the point of view
of that particular business. And it is very useful to
his son to be taken out of that narrow circle, con-
ducted to some high place where he may see the gen-
eral map of the world and of the interests of man-
kind, and there be shown how big the world is and
how much of it his father may happen to have for-
gotten. It would be worth while for men, middle-
aged and old, to detach themselves more frequently
from the things that command their daily attention
and to think of the sweeping tides of humanity.

Therefore I am interested in this association, be-
cause it is intended to bring young men together be-
fore any crust has formed over them, before they
have been hardened to any partieular occupation,
before they have caught an inveterate point of view;
while they still have a searchlight that they ecan
swing and see what it reveals of all the circumstances
of the hidden world.

I am the more interested in it because it is an as-
sociation of young men who are Christians. I won-
der if we attach sufficient importance to Christianity
as a mere instrumentality in the life of mankind.
For one, I am not fond of thinking of Christianity as
the means of saving individual souls. I have always
been very impatient of processes and institutions
which said that their purpose was to put every man
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in the way of developing his character. My advice
is: Do not think about your character. If you will
think about what you ought to do for other people,
your character will take care of itself. Character 18
a by-product, and any man who devotes himself to
its cultivation in his own case will become a selfish
prig. The only way your powers can become great
is by exerting them outside the circle of your own
narrow, special, selfish interests. And that is the rea-
son of Christianity. Christ came into the world to
save others, not to save himself; and no man is a true
Christian who does not think constantly of how he
can lift his brother, how he can assist his friend, how
he can enlighten mankind, how he can make virtue
the rule of conduct in the circle in which he lives.
An association merely of young men might be an
association that had its energies put forth in every
direction, but an association of Christian young men
is an association meant to put its shoulders under
the world and lift it, so that other men may feel that
they have companions in bearing the weight and
heat of the day; that other men may know that there
are those who care for them, who would go into places
of difficulty and danger to rescue them, who regard
themselves as their brother’s keeper.

And, then, I am glad that it is an association.
Every word of its title means an element of strength.
Young men are strong. Christian young men are the
strongest kind of young men, and when they asso-
ciate themselves together they have the incomparable
strength of organization. The Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association once excited, perhaps it is not too
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much to say, the hostility of the organized churches
of the Christian world, because the movement looked
as if it were so nonsectarian, as if it were so outside
the ecclesiastical field, that perhaps it was an effort
to draw young men away from the churches and to
substitute this organization for the great bodies of
Christian people who joined themselves in the Chris-
tian denominations. But after a while it appeared
that it was a great instrumentality that belonged to
all the churches; that it was a common instrument
for sending the light of Christianity out into the
world in its most practical form, drawing young
men who were strangers into places where they eould
have companionship that stimulated them and sug-
gestions that kept them straight and occupations that
amused them without vicious practice; and then, by
surrounding themselves with an atmosphere of pu-
rity and of simplicity of life, catch something of a
glimpse of the great ideal which Christ lifted when
He was elevated upon the cross.

I remember hearing a very wise man say once, a
man grown old in the service of a great church, that
he had never taught his son religion dogmatically at
any time; that he and the boy’s mother had agreed
that if the atmosphere of that home did not make a
Christian of the boy, nothing that they could say
would make a Christian of him. They knew that
Christianity was catching, and if they did not have
it, it would not be communicated. If they did have
it, it would penetrate while the boy slept, almost;
while he was unconscious of the sweet influences
that were about him, while he reckoned nothing of
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instruction, but merely breathed into his lungs the
wholesome air of a Christian home. That is the prin-
ciple of the Young Men’s Christian Association—to
make a place where the atmosphere makes great
ideals contagious. That is the reason that I said,
though I had forgotten that I said it, what is quoted
on the outer page of the program-—that you can test
a modern community by the degree of its interest in
its Young Men’s Christian Association. You can test
whether it knows what roads it wants to travel or
not. You can test whether it is deeply interested in
the spiritual and essential prosperity of its rising
generstion. I know of no test that can be more con-
clusively put to a community than that.

I want to suggest to the young men of this associa-
tion that it is the duty of young men not only to com-
bine for the things that are good, but to combine in
a militant spirit. There is a fine passage in one of
Milton’s prose writings which I am sorry to say I
can not quote, but the meaning of which I can give
you, and it is worth hearing. He says that he has
no patience with a cloistered virtue that does not go
out and seek its adversary. Ah, how tired I am of
the men who are merely on the defensive, who hedge
themselves in, who perhaps enlarge the hedge enough
to include their little family circle and ward off all
the evil influences of the world from that loved and
hallowed group. How tired I am of the men whose
virtue is selfish because it is merely self-protective!
And how much I wish that men by the hundred
thousand might volunteer to go out and seek an ad-
versary and subdue him!
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I have had the fortune to take part in affairs of a
considerable variety of sorts, and I have tried to hate
as few persons as possible, but there is an exquisite
combination of contempt and hate that I have for a
particular kind of person, and that is the moral cow-
ard. I wish we could give all our cowards a per-
petual vacation. Let them go off and sit on the side
lines and see us play the game; and put them off the
field if they interfere with the game. They do nothing
but harm, and they do it by that most subtle and fatal
thing of all, that of taking the momentum and the
spirit and the forward dash out of things. A man
who is virtuous and a coward has no marketable vir-
tue about him. The virtue, I repeat, which is merely
self-defensive is not serviceable even, I suspect, to
himself. For how a man can swallow and not taste
bad when he is a coward and thinking only of himself
I can not imagine.

Be militant! Be an organization that is going to
do things! If you can find older men who will give
You countenance and acceptable leadership, follow
them; but if you can not, organize separately and
dispense with them. There are only two sorts of
men worth associating with when something is to be
done. Those are young men and men who never
grow old. Now, if you find men who have grown old,
about whom the crust has bardened, whose hinges
are stiff, whose minds always have their eye over
the shoulder thinking of things as they were done,
do not have anything to do with them. It would not
be Christian to exclude them from your organiza-
tion, but merely use them to pad the roll. If you
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can find older men who will lead you aceceptably
and keep you in countenance, I am bound as an older
man to advise you to follow them. But suit your-
selves. Do not follow people that stand still.. Just
remind them that this is not a statical proposition;
it is a movement, and if they can not get a move on
them they are not serviceable.

Life, gentlemen—the life of society, the life of
the world—bhas constantly to be fed from the bottom.
It has to be fed by those great sources of strength
which are constantly rising in new generations. Red
blood has to be pumped into it. New fiber has to
be supplied. That is the reason I have always said
that I believe in popular institutions. If you can
guess beforehand whom your rulers are going to be,
you can guess with a very great certainty that most
of them will not be fit to rule. The beauty of popu-
lar institutions is that you do not know where the
man is going to come from, and you do not care so
he is the right man. You do not know whether he
will come from the avenue or from the alley. You
do not know whether he will come from the city or
the farm. You do not know whether you will ever
have heard that name before or not. Therefore you
do not limit at any point your supply of new
strength. You do not say it has got to come through
the blood of a particular family or through the proec-
esses of a particular training, or by any thing ex-
cept the native impulse and genius of the man
himself. The humblest hovel, therefore, may pro-
duce you your greatest man. A very humble hovel
did produce you one of your greatest men, That is
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the proceess of life, this constant surging up of the
new strength of unnamed, unrecognized, uncata-
logued men who are just getting into the running,
who are just coming up from the masses of the un-
recognized multitude. You do not know when you
will see above the level masses of the erowd some
great stature lifted head and shoulders above the
rest, shouldering its way, not violently but gently,
to the front, and saying, ‘“Here am I; follow me.”’
And his voice will be your voice, his thought will be
your thought, and you will follow him as if you were
following the best things in yourselves.

‘When I think of an association of Christian young
men I wonder that it has not already turned the
world upside down. I wonder, not that it has done
so much, for it has done a great deal, but that it has
done so little; and I can only conjecture that it does
not realize its own strength. I can only imagine that
it has not yet got its pace. I wish I could believe,
and I do believe, that at 70 it is just reaching its
majority, and that from this time on a dream greater
even than George Williams ever dreamed will be
realized in the great accumulating momentum of
Christian men throughout the world. For, gentle-
men, this is an age in which the principles of men
who utter public opinion dominate the world. It
makes no difference what is done for the time being.
After the struggle is over the jury will sit, and no-
body can ecorrupt that jury.

At one time I tried to write history. I did not
know enough to write it, but I knew from experi-
ence how hard it was to find an historian out, and I
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trusted I would not be found out. I used to have
this comfortable thought as 1 saw men struggling
in the public arena. I used to think to myself, ‘‘This
is all very well and very interesting. You probably
assess yourself in such and such a way. Those who
are your partisans assess you thus and so. Those
who are your opponents urge a different verdict.
But it does not make very much difference, because
after you are dead and gone some quiet historian
will sit in a secluded room and tell mankind for the
rest of time just what to think about you, and his
verdict, not the verdiet of your partisans and not
the verdiet of your opponents, will be the verdict of
posterity.”” 1 say that I used to say that to myself.
It very largely was not so. And yet it was true in
this sense: If the bistorian really speaks the judg-
ment of the succeeding generation, then he really
speaks the judgment also of the gemeratioms that
succeed it, and his assessment, made without the
passion of the time, made without partisan feeling
in the matter—in other circumstances, when the air
is cool—is the judgment of mankind upon your
actions.

Now, is it not very important that we who shall
Lconstitute a portion of the jury should get our best
judgments to work and base them upon Christian for-
bearance and Christian principles, upon the idea that
it i3 impossible by sophistication to establish that a
thing that is wrong is right? And yet, while we are
going to judge with the absolute standard of right-
eousness, we are going to judge with Christian feel-
ing, being men of a like sort ourselves, suffering the
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same temptations, having the same weaknesses, know-
ing the same passions; and while we do not econdemn,
we are going to seek to say and to live the truth.
What I am hoping for is that these 70 years have
just been a running start, and that now there will
be a great rush of Christian principle upon the
strongholds of evil and of wrong in the world. Those
strongholds are not as strong as they look. Almost
every vicious man is afraid of society, and if you
once open the door where he is, he will run. Al you
have to do is to fight, not with cannon but with light.

May I illustrate it in this way? The Government
of the United States has just succeeded in conclud-
ing a large number of treaties with the leading na-
tions of the world, the sum and substance of which
is this, that whenever any trouble arises the light
shall shine on it for a year before anything is done;
and my prediction is that after the light has shone on
it for a year it will not be necessary to do anything;
that after we know what happened, then we will
know who was right and who was wrong. I believe
that light is the greatest sanitary influence in the
world. That, I suppose, is scientific commonplace,
because if you want to make a place wholesome the
best instrument you can use is the sun; to let his
rays in, let him search out all the miasma that may
lurk there. So with moral light: It is the most
wholesome and rectifying, as well as the most re-
vealing thing in the world, provided it be genuine
moral light; not the light of inquisitiveness, not the
light of the man who likes to turn up ugly things,
not the light of the man who disturbs what is cor-
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rupt for the mere sake of the sensation that he cre-
ates by disturbing it, but the moral light, the light
of the man who discloses it in order that all the sweet
influences of the world may go in and make it
better,

That, in my judgment, is what the Young Men’s
Christian Association can do. It can point out to its
members the things that are wrong. It can guide the
feet of those who are going astray; and when its
members have realized the “power of the Christian
principle, then they will not be men if they do not
unite to see that the rest of the world experiences
the same emancipation and reaches the same happi-
ness of release.

I believe in the Young Men’s Christian Association
because I believe in the progress of moral ideas in
the world ; and I do not know that I am sure of any-
thing else. When you are after something and have
formulated it and have done the very best thing you
know how to do you have got to be sure for the time
being that that is the thing to do. But you are a
$ool if in the back of your head you do not know it
is possible that you are mistaken. All that you can
claim is that that is the thing as you see it now and
that you can not stand still; that you must push
forward the things that are right. It may turn out
that you made mistakes, but what you do know is your
way. - I was once a college reformer, until discour-
aged, and I remember a classmate of mine saying,
*“Why, man, can’t you let anything alone?”’ 1 said,
‘T let everything alone that you can show me is not
itself moving in the wrong direction, but I am not go-
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ing to let those things alone that I see are going down-
hill’’; and I borrowed this illustration from an ingen-
ious writer. He says, ‘“‘If you have a post that is
painted white and want to keep it white, you can not
let it alone; and if anybody says to you, ‘Why don’t
you let that post alone?’ you will say, ‘ Because I want
it to stay white, and therefore I have got to paint it at
least every second year.”’’ There isn’t anything in
this world that will not change if you absolutely
let it alone, and therefore you have constantly to be
attending to it to see that it is being taken care of
in the right way and that, if it is part of the motive
force of the world, it is moving in the right direction.

That means that eternal vigilance is the price, not
only of liberty, but of a great many other things. It
is the price of everything that is good. It is the
price of one’s own soul. It is the price of the souls
of the people you love; and when it comes down to
the final reckoning you have a standard that is im-
mutable. What shall a man give in exchange for his
own soul? Will he sell that? Will he consent to see
another man sell his soul? Will he consent to see
the conditions of his community such that men’s souls
are debauched and trodden underfoot in the mire?
What shall he give in exchange for his own soul, or
any other man’s soul? And since the world, the
world of affairs, the world of society, is nothing less
and nothing more than all of us put together, it is a
great enterprise for the salvation of the soul in this
world as well as in the mext. There is a text in
Scripture that has always interested me profoundly.
It says godliness is prefitable in this life as well as
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in the life that is to come; and if you do not start it
in this life, it will not reach the life that is to come.
Your measurements, your directions, your whole mo-
mentum, have to be established before you reach the
next world. This world is intended as the place in
which we shall show that we know how to grow in
the stature of manliness and of righteousness.

1 have come here to bid Godspeed to the great work
of the Young Men’s Christian Associaiton. I love
to think of the gathering force of such things as this
in the generations to come. If a man had to measure
the accomplishments of society, the progress of re-
form, the speed of the world’s betterment, by the few
little things that happened in his own life, by the
trifling things that he can contribute to accomplish,
he would indeed feel that the cost was much greater
than the result. But no man can look at the past of
the history of this world without seeing a vision of
the future of the history of this world; and when
you think of the accumulated moral forees that have
made one age better than another age-in the prog-
ress of mankind, then you can open your eyes to the
vision. You can see that age by age, though with a
blind struggle in the dust of the road, though often
mistaking the path and losing its way in the mire,
mankind is yet—sometimes with bloody hands and
battered knees—nevertheless struggling step after
step up the slow stages to the day when he shall
live in the full light which shines upon the uplands,
where all the light that illumines mankind shines
direct from the face of God.
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had long needed. It has done away with agitation
and suspicion, beeause it has done away with cer-
tain fundamental wrongs. It has supplied means of
accommodation in the business world and an instru-
mentality by which the interests of all, without re-
gard to class, may readily be served.

‘We have only to look back ten years or so to real-
ize the deep perplexities and dangerous ill humors
out of which we have now at last iseued as if from a
bewildering fog, a noxious miasma. Ten or twelve
years ago the country was torn and excited by an
agitation which shook the very foundations of her -
political life, brought her business ideals into ques-
tion, condemned her social standards, denmied the
honesty of her men of affairs, the integrity of her
economic processes, the morality and good faith of
many of the things which her law sustained.

Those who had power, whether in business or in
politics, were almost universally looked upon with
suspicion, and little attempt was made to distinguish
the just from the unjust. They in their turn seemed
to distrust the people and to wish to limit their con-
trol. There was ominous antagonism between classes.
Capital and labor were in sharp confliet without pros-
pect of accommodation between them. Interests
harshly clashed which should have codperated.

This was not merely the work of irresponsible agi-
tators. There were real wrongs which ecried out to be
righted and fearless men had called attention to them,
demanding that they be dealt with by law. We were
living under a tariff which had been purposely con-
trived to confer private favors upon those who were
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cobperating to keep the party that originated it in
power and in all that too fertile soil all the bad, in-
terlaced growth and jungle of monopoly had sprung
up. Credit, the very life of trade, the very air men
must breathe if they would meet their opportunities,
was too largely in control of the same small groups
who had planted and cultivated monopoly. The con-
trol of all big business, and, by consequence, of all
little business, too, was for the most part potentially,
if not actually, in their hands. And the thing stood
so until the Democrats came into power last year.
The legislation of the past year and a half has in
very large measure done away with these things.
With a correction, suspicion and ill-will will pass
away. For not only have these things been righted,
but new things have been put into action which are
sure to prove the instruments of a new life, in
which the mists and distempers which have so em-
barrassed us will be cleared away; the wrongs and
misunderstandings corrected which have brought dis-
trust upon so many honest men unjustly. That is the
main ground of my own satisfaction.

The tariff has been recast with a view to support-
ing the Government rather than supporting the.
favored beneficiaries of the Government. A system
of banking and currency issues has been created
which puts credit within the reach of every man
who can show a going business, and the supervi-
ston and control of the system is in the hands of a
responsible agency of the Government itself. A trade
tribunal has been created by which those who at-
tempt unjust and oppressive practices in business
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can be brought to book. Labor has been made some-
thing else in the view of the law than a mercantile
commodity—something human and linked with the
privileges of life itself. The soil has everywhere
been laid bare out of which monopoly is slowly to
be eradicated. And undoubtedly the means by which
credit has been set free is at the heart of all these
things—is the key piece of the whole structure.

This is the more significant because of its oppor-
tuneness. It is brought to its final accomplishment
just as it is most imperatively meeded. The war,
which has involved the whole of the heart of Europe,
has made it necessary that the United States should
mobilize its resources in the most effective way pos-
sible and make her credit and her usefulness good
for the service of the whole world. It has created,
too, special difficulties, peculiar situations to be dealt
with, like the great embarrassment in selling our im-
mense cotton crop, which all the world needs, but
against which, for the time being, the markets of
the world are in danger of being artificially shut.
The situation the bankers of the country are meeting
as far as possible in a businesslike fashion and in
the spirit of the new time which is opening before
us.

The railroads of the country are almost as much
affected, not so much because their business is cur-
tailed as because their credit is called in question by
doubt as to their earning capacity. There is mno
other interest so central to the business welfare of
the country as this. No doubt, in the light of the
new day, with its new understandings, the problems
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of the railroads will also be met and dealt with in a
spirit of candor and justice.

For the future is clear and bright with promise
of the best things. While there was agitation and
suspicion and distrust and bitter ecomplaint of wrong,
groups and classes were at war with one another, did
not see that their interests were common, and suf-
fered only when separated and brought into con-
flict. Fundamental wrongs once righted, as they may
now easily and quickly be, all differences will clear
away. .

‘We are all in the same boat, though apparently we
have forgotten it. We now know the port for which
we are bound. We have and shall have, more and
more as our new understandings ripen, a common
discipline of patriotic purpose. We shall advance,
and advance together, with a new spirit, a new en-
thusiasm, a new cordiality of spirit and co-operation.
It is an inspiring prospeet. Our task is henceforth
to work, not for any single interest, but for all the
interests of the country as a united whole.

The future will be very different from the past,
which we shall presently look back upon, I venture
to say, as if upon a bad dream, The future will
be different in action and different in spirit, a time
of healing because a time of just dealing and co-
operation between men made equal before the law in
fact as well as in name. I am speaking of this be-
cause the new banking system seems to me to symbol-
ize all of it. The opening of the Federal Reserve banks
seems to me to be the principal agency we have created
for the emancipation we seek. The 16th of November,
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1914, will be notable as marking the time when we
were best able to realize just what had happened.

In the anxious times through which we have been
passing, you have, my dear Mr. Secretary, been able
to do many noteworthy things to strengthen and
facilitate the business operations of the country.
Henceforth, you have a new instrument at hand
which will render many parts of your task easy. I
heartily congratulate you upon the part you your-
self have played in its conception and creation and
upon the successful completion of the diffienlt work
of organization.

A new day has dawned for the beloved country
whose lasting prosperity and happiness we so ear-
nestly desire. '

' Sincerely yours,
‘Woobrow WILSON.




