52 HENRY GEORGE’S BIRTHDAY.

has strengthened my faith by showing me
that were it not for our ignorance of natural
law we should find the bounty of nature
sufficient for all her children. He has given
me a purpose in life, something to work
for which is eminently practicable, capable
of immediate and progressive application,
yet fundamental in its character, appealing
ltp.the loftiest patriotism and the purest re-
igion.

“There are enough to rear monuments to
the herces of causes long since won. Let us
raise a monument of high endeavor to the pro-

het of this new cause, until the truth he
rought shall remold public opinion, send
Presidents to the White House, teach wisdom
to the law maker, humanity to the priest,
and lay the foundations of a truly democratic
state in which it shall be possible for every
honest and industrious citizen at least to
dwell in security beneath his own vine or

tree.

“Such a state, founded on aknowledge of

natural law and a respect for human rights,
is & monument which we shall yet build to the
memory of Henry George.”
Among other speakers were Dean Williams,
who acted as chairman of the meeting, Louis
F. Post, and Rev. Chas. E. A. Eaton, recently
called fo fill one of the largest churches in
Cleveland. He admitted at the outset that
he didn’t know anything about single tax, but
he said he reverenced the memory of H’enry
George because he was so much a man.

Dr. Eaton was billed to speak of Henry
George, the prophet, and he declared em-
phatically that the spirit of the prophet
was in em&y George as it had been in no
other man during the last century. “Pos-
sessed of great moral ;l;sualig, Henry George
was a teacher of morals. He told men that
they could not run the government without
moral laws, nor could they run society or
politics without morals.”

Dr. Eaton referred to Mayor Johnson as a
man with an ideal, and he said that the one

test characteristic of Henry George was
the fact that he was a man with a high ideal,
an ideal that he lived, fought and died for.

“The prime need of to-day is public men
with ideals,” declared Dr. Katon. “Thank
God that in 100 years there was oune man
brave enough to offer up his life in behalf of
humanity and an ideal. Henry George
sealed his ideals with his blood.”

AT SEATTLE.

The dinner at Seattle was addressed by
& number of new comers into the single tax
ranks. The banquet hall was decorated
with a life-like crayon portrait of the man
whose birthday was the occasion of the pres-
ence of the guests, and washung with national
flags. During the banquet stringed instru-
ments contributed to the enjoyment of those

resent. Rev. Dr. L. L. Woods was asked to
invoke a blessing, and for an hour thought
was given to nothing else but the good things
on the tables.

Afterward O. T. Erickson, as toastmaster,
opened the serious ceremonies of the evenin
by reading letters from the following invite§
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but absent guests: Tom L. Johnson, Mayor of
Cleveland, O.; Herbert 8. Bigelow, of Cin-
cinnati; Louis F. Post, editor of the Chicago
Public; Joseph W. Bucklin, of Grand Junction
Colo.; a telegram from John 8. Crosby, of
New York, and an editorial from the Boston
Post sent by W. L. Crossman.

Tom L. Johnson wrote as follows

Execurive Orrices, Cleveland.
Tom L. Jomnson, Mayor.
August 27, 1901.
Mr. Lee Melleur, 2017 Eighth Avenue, Seattle,
Wash:

Dear Sir—Your favor of the 20th inst.
received, and I appreciate very much your
kind invitation, which, however, it is impossible
for me to accept for a number of reasons
among which is the fact that we are to hol
a memorial meeting here the same evening,
program of which I enclose.

Bingle taxers have every reason to feel en-
couraged, for on all sides evidences are
s}f)ringing up which reveal that the leaven
of this great truth has been working in places
least suspected, and the time is much nearer
at hand than perhaps we realize, when the first
fruits of Henry George's faithful sowing shall
appear.
gain thanking you for your favor, I am,
with best wishes, sincerely yours,

The first speaker introduced was Dr,
David De Beck, whose toast, “Personal
Recollections of I-ienry GeolBe.” was listened
to with marked attention. Dr. De Beck told
his listeners how in his youth a copy of
Georie’s first pamphlet fell into his hands and
how he sat down one evening to read it and
was called to breakfast from the closing chap-
ters. “And,” he added, “it was there under
that student’s lamp that I verily believe
was born the first single taxer in the Ohio
Valley. Five years later I met Mr. George
in person, and upon asking him about the
results of his work was told that my own letter
to him was one of but thirteen commendatory
communications he had received regarding
the ideas he had so ably advanced. Anditisa
proof of the man’s optimism that he was very
much encouraged that he had made even
that impression. In matters of expediency
Mr. George was always ready to seck and ac-
cept advice, but in matters of principle no-
body could swerve him. And when his stern
political principles called him into active
warfare which he was at that time too en-
feebled to endure, the result was his martyr-
dom, the one event in a decade to add dignity
to New York politicas.”

New York single taxers will remember
A. J. Wolf, who never wearied in well doing.
Mr. Wolf ie now in Seattle, and his speec
was a splendid presentation of the facts
that illustrate the remarkable growth of the
single tax movement.

SPEECH OF ALFRED J, WOLF.,

Despite the apparent abandonment by a
msﬂorxty of the people of North America
and the British Islands of their faith in the
natural rights of man, as outlined in our
Declaration of Independence, believers in
that doctrine may take heart and rejoice
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when they become aware of the rapid strides
of a movement which, when it gains full
headway, must, merely through the irresisti-
ble operation of economic law, reinstate
Democracy and make the freed people of
these United States again the guiding star and
hog of the oppressed throughout the world.

order that it may gain a permanent place
in the institutions of a people, any movement
which proposes to better social conditions
must appeal to the moral sense of mankind,
and its foundations must be laid in justice
and righteousness. It must, moreover, be
demonstrated to be practical in operation
and uniformly beneficial wheresoever put in
practice. Because all this can be affirmed
of the single tax, it has, without the aid of a
political party or a daily press, without re-
sorting to any of the methods which tend
tow political and commercial success,
with the possessors of wealth and the power
in control of government hostile to its princi-
ples and aims,—without the assistance of
these, and indeed in spite of their opposition,
it has achieved a progress which seems little
less than marvellous. It is not easy to realize
that less than twenty-five years have el;ipeed
since an obscure man, who had followed the
humble occupations of a common sailor
and compositor, declared at the conclusion of
an address on the land question to a dimi-
tive audience, that he had that night raised
a standard that, whatever its vicissitudes,
would never be lowered. Well indeed has
our preceptor and leader, Henry George,
proved himself to be worthy of the title o
the Prophet of San Francisco, which was
bestowed upon him in derision by his Grace
the Duke of Argyll. Those among us who
first “saw the cat” as recently as fifteen
years ago vividly remember the disgust and
ridicule which one invited by advocating the
doctrine of the single tax, and how few and
far between were its adherents. And yet,
to-day, friends of land value taxation are to be
reckoned by the hundreds of thousands, and,

ibly, the majority of the people of the
“nited States are unconscious single taxers,
requiring but a full acquaintance with its
philosophy and advantages to become avowed
supporters.

herever the English tongue is spoken
the fiscal phase of the single tax is entering
the stage of practical politics, not, it ia true,
under the name of the single tax, but in
policies that, when developed, must logically
and inevitably lead towards that gogl. In
some countries, it has indeed passed through
the political and experimental stagesand
has become a permanent branch of the public
revenue system. In every instance it has
belied and put to shame the doleful predie-
tions of disaster and failure exploited b
ﬁrejudiced and interested opponents, and,
owever slight or partial its application, the
beneficial results have invanably justified
the faith and vindicated the claims of its
founder.
P Every reader of the letters of Frank G.
C nter from New Zealand, published
woekly in the Post-Intelligencer of this city,
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must have remarked that at the outset he
was far from favorable to the system of taxngi
land values and exempting improvements 1n
vogue there. But, after interviewing the
premier, Mr. Seddons, and conversing with
many who had at first opposed the innovation
and after noting the healthy condition o
trade, the rapid, solid growth of the country
and the contentment of the people, he con-
fessed that he was compelled to admit its suc-
cess and the disappearance of active opposi-
tion. New Zealand has more laws on her

‘statute books designed to specially help the

wage earner than any other country in the
world, but Mr. Carpenter acknowledged that
it was not to this labor legislation, but to the
land laws, that the great prosperity of New
Zealand was due. These laws have broken
up the large landed estates held for specula-
tion, forced their owners to divide them up
into small tracts and offer them for sale; they
have encouraged the use of land, increased the
number of owners, freed industry and stimu-
lated enterprise, besides placing the credit of
the country on a higher level.

Those of us who keep in touch with the
movement by reading single tax publications
are familiar with the fact not as yet made
known by the daily l‘]pme;s;, which “publishes
all the news which is fit to print,” that in 1899
the Senate of Colorado appointed a revenue
commission to study the tax laws of New
Zealand, and the other countries of Austra-
lasia. f)uring the winter and spring of 1899
and 1900, Hon. James W. Bucklin, chairman
of the commission, sojourned in those coun-
tries and made an exhaustive examination of
their tax systems and their effect upon public
revenues, industry, and the condition of the
masses, for which he was afforded every
hcﬂit{ by the authorities. His report, now
published, which amply confirms the ob-
servations and conclusions of Mr. Carpenter,
but in greater detail, was accepted and signed
by his fellow-members of tEe commission,
who, in pursuance thereof, introduced in
the Senate a bill to,submit to a vote of the
people in 1902 an amendment to the State
constitution giving the Legislature “power
by law to exempt any or all personal propert
and improvements on land from any and all
taxation.” It further provided that “once
in three years, but not oftener, the voters of
any county in the State may, by vote, at
any general election, exempt or refuse to
exempt from all taxation for county, city,
town, school, road, and other local purposes,
any or all personal property and improve-
ments on land; but neither the whole nor
any part of the full cash value of any rights
of way, franchises in public ways, or land, ex-
clusive of the improvements thereon, shall
be exempted.” This bill passed the Legis-
lature by more than two-thirds majority
in each House, and as it has been endorsed
by the leading newspapers of the State, by
organized labor, and by many of the leading
lawyers, business men and citizens of Colorado,
the probability is that it will receive an affirma-
tive popular majority in 1902. In that
event Colorado will enjoy the proud and
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unique distinction of being the pioneer
Americ;?nﬁonémonwealth to adopt the onlbjz
ust an emocratic system of r: pu
ie revenue.y It may be safely j)redlc:ﬁ that
when its successful working and the resultin
benefits become known other States

not be slow to follow the example of Colorado.
An instance in point is the rapidity with
which Massachusetts found imitators when
she had put the Australian ballot law into
successful and satisfactory operation.

Last spring our hearts were cheered and
our enthusiasm stimulated by the election
of that exceptional millionaire, Tom L. John-
son, to the Mayoralty of the City of Cleveland,
Ohio. That city is in the heart of a district
which is supposed to be more thoroughly satu-
rated with the protective tariff delusion than
any other part of the State. And yet, in
the face of Johnson’s well known and re -
ly announced declarations in favor of abeo-
lute free trade, and his unreserved statement
that, if electecf, he would enforce the laws as
they stood but would do all in his power to
secure such changes in the system of taxation
as would eventuate in the single tax, he was
elected by an unusually large majority. Of
course it goes without saying that the lar
ocorporations, and particularly those whi
enjoy the poesession of public franchises
without any adequate return in taxation to
the public, were op to him, and are still
bitterly hostile. e wealthy tax shirker
and crodger has no use for him; neither
has the machine politician of either of the

t parties. He has, however, already
urnished a demonstration that the business
of a great city corporation in which every
resident is a stockholder can be conducted pre-
cisely like any private enterprise in the inter-
est and for the sole benefit of the people who
own it. Not only has he disarmed the
sneers and misrepresentations of his detractors,
but he has gained the confidence of the masses
and to-day the attention of every munici-
ality on the continent is turned toward
eveland, Ohio watching Johnson's “ex-
periment in honest government.”

Disregarding the offices and the mere office-
seekers, he secured the adoption by the Ohio
State Democratic Convention of a platform
the leading planks of which are directed to a
reform in the abominable and discriminating
tax methods of the State and especially in-
sisting that :laih;)lads anii other corporations
possessing valuable privileges granted by the
community should ge a.ssemeﬁr for ta.x};tion
precisely like the farmers and other private
persons. To us, the question of Democratic
success or failure in Ohio is of secondary im-
portance to the introduction of the vital is?
sues of local taxation into a political campaign.
We may rest assured that at last the incidence
of taxation will receive the attention which it
demands and that this and succeeding cam-
paigns will serve to educate the people in
correct principles.

At every session of the State legislatures the
tax laws are up for their periodical tinkering
and patching. for they are so defectively con-
structed that they always leak. Representa-
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tives from country districts are eager to de-
vise new schemes to increase taxes on personal
property for the purpose of catching the rich
city man. They persistently disregard the
fact that such attempts have always failed and
that they always result in letting the intended
victim go free, while an additional premium
is put upon perjury andthe tax burden on
the easily-caught farmer is increased. Thus
city and country lock horns and no progress
can be made towards improving the anti-
quated, crooked, and discredited systems
of taxation in common use. To end these
ignorant and harmful experiments in tax
law repairing, some of the cities are endeav-
oring to secure a law for local option in taxa~
tion similar to the one to be voted upon in
Colorado next year. Single taxers, very
na.tura.llg, are peculiarly interested in local
option, for it opens the geld of discussion and
they have the only just, economical and
scientific system to propose. It is indeed a
hopeful sign that such bills have been under
consideration by States so widely separated
and with such diverse interests as New York,
New Jersey, and Maryland, Missouri, Texas,
and Colorado. A bill of that character has
been repeatedly defeated in the New York
Legislature, by representatives from farming
districts. A most encouugin? indication in
that State is the endorsementfol such a bill by
& unanimous vote of such an old, conservative,
and highly influential body as the New York
Chamber of Commerce.

Not the least in the order of importance
and significance is the extraordinarygrowth
of our ideas in Great Britain since %oem'y
George’s first visit to that realm less than
twenty-five years since. In that strong-
hold of landlordism more than three hundred
towns and cities, including London, Liverpool,
and Glasgow, have petitioned Parliament
for a grant of power to tax land values. In
1896, in compliance with the petition of that
most democratic regoresentative body in the
world, the London County Council, a royal
commission of eighteen members, mostly from
among the aristocracy, was appointed to ex-
amine the existing systems of taxation and
to suggest needed chu:fee. This commission
has recently filed its final report. The question
of taxing land, or site, values was yiven special
consideration, and while twelve members,
constituting a majority, reported adversely,
only seven of these, & minority of the whole,
sifned the report adversely. Five members
of the commission, viz., Lord Balfour of
Burleiﬁh, (Chairman of the Commission)
Lord Blair Balfour (Lord Justice General of .
Scotland), Sir Edward Hamilton (Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury), Sir George Mur-
ray (Secretary to the Post Master General),
Mr. James Stuart, filed a minority report in
which, after a lengthy discussion of the princi-
ples of land value taxation, they admitted
that the logic of facts compelled them to
recommend the moderate taxation of site
values. One other member of the commis-
sion, Judge Arthur O’Connor, carrnying out
the arguments and reasons of these five gentle-
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men to their inevitable and logical conclu-
sion, submitted that “Land and land only
should be rated for public purposes,” thereby
urging the full single tax scheme. No more
fitting commentary need be made upon this
remarkable and opportune series of reports
than the simple statement that since their
publication the Urban District Councils of
Great Britain, representing more than four
hundred towns, have decided to petition Par-
liament for local option in taxation along the
lineYof Judge O’Connor’s recommendations.

P¢A few more words in conclusion. The
question may be asked why do not single
taxers endeavor to secure at once their
proposed reform in its entirety instead of by
the roundabout way of local option. My
reply is that fundamental changes of so large
a scope as contemplated by the ai.n%: tax are
not likely to be accepted at once because of
the reluctance of property owners and the
iness community to adopt a measure
the disturbing influence of which they fear,
and because it is safest and wisest to permit
the full results to develop naturally from a
partial trial of the system, in order that
people may become familiar with its theory
and practical effects. Our cause is so ﬁm;idv
on justice, and, when comprehend
it appeals s0 strongly to common sense and
the love of fairness, that when the faces of a
community are set in the direction of the
single tax they cannot and will not wish to
stop until the whole wasteful, clumsy, and
demoralizing method of raising public reve-
nues in common use is obliterated from the
statute books and a simple, scientific, honest
system, readily understood and easily ap-
lied, is substituted. Not that a mere re-
orm in the method of levying and collecti
taxes was the object for which our belov
master, Henry George, lived and died, and
for which we are now striving and hoping;
that, of itself, would be a lofty endeavor,
but to us single taxers the fulfillment of our
scheme of taxation will only serve as the opened

rtals to the path which would lead to a
g:ppier and nobler humanity. By the mere
mration of economic laws left free to act by

single tax, trusts and other combinations
in restraint of trade and the liberty of the indi-
vidual would dm;ggeu and become impossi-
ble without the need of restrictive legislation.
The Augean stable of American politics
would be cleansed and purified. The frightful
struggle for existence, the strenuous life of
the worker, would cease and the rich man’s
demoralizing and degrading fear of poverty
would vanish,

Charles G. Heifner, whose name occurs in
another column and who is a recent disciple,
made an address which the Seattle Post-In-
telligencer said was one of the most cultivated
and well-thought-out speeches of the evening.

SPEECH OF CHAS. G. HEIFNER.

This gathering is only one of many held
to-night throughout the United States to
pay tribute to the name and fame of Hen-
ry Geo s man who thought and dared
to xpeﬁe_ Upon this sixty-second anni-
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versary of his birth it is eminently fit and
prodper that students of political econom
and sociclogy should seek to hold firm faitl
and awaken new interest in the teachin
of one of the greatest and noblest men that the
nineteenth century produced.

Henry George did not write for one only

ple, nor for any particular time; he wrote

or all men for time. Truth is the same

esterday, to-day, and forever, and Henry

rge spoke no word, no line, that he did

not believe to be the truth. No Spencerian
recantations are found in his writings.

He was brave. It requires a high degree of
moral courage to speak the truth always. He
formulated his own motto when he said“ I pro-
pose to take nothing for granted, but to bring
even accepted theories to the test of first
principles. I propose to beg no question,
to shrink from no conclusion, but to follow
truth wherever it may lead. If the conclu-
sions that we reach run counter to our preju
dices, let us not flinch; if they challenge in-
stitutions that have long been deemed wise
and natural, let us not turn back.” If,
during his eventful life, he ever deviated in
the least from the high course thus marked out,
even his opponents have not remarked it.
And the best test of his fidelity to truth is found
in the fact that the book from which I have

uoted has been transiated and published in
the French, German, Italian, Dutch, Swedish,
Russian, fapunese and Chinese fanguages.
Few American authors have been thus hon-
ored or so widely read.

It is the more to be regretted, therefore,
that so many of his countrymen are so Jeusely
ignorant concerning one of our test men
and know so little of the mighty truths
which he uttered.

I think I do not do my fellow-citizens an
injustice when I say that a majority of them
have no true conc:Ftion of his purposes and
teachings.The popular estimate of him, both
as ? man ﬂan an au{,hor, i:rg;rdoneouﬁ. He
is uently unjustly reg as havi
beenn:llmply an agitator, as a man with 4‘)’3}‘
one idea, who sought to revolutionize society
and existing Froperty rights by urging the
enactment of some impracticable, hair-
splitting theory termed the “single tax,”
and the enforcement of which would result
in absolutely destroying title to land, and
in compelling those who have to divide
with those who have not. This estimate,
which, I submit, I have not overdrawn,
could not be farther from the truth. He did,
indeed, attack existing social and economic
theories and conditions, but the remedy he
offered took from no man what he had earned
deprived no man of the fruits of his efforts and
labors, and prevented no man from accumulat-
ing wealth or achieving fame. Isthere a man
who wants more than he earns, who wants
the results of other men’s endeavors, who
wants the wealth created by others or the
community? If there be, him only has he
offended. He held that the present system of
taxation was unjust, that the lowliest child
born into this world has an equal right wit
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the child born in a palace to have air to
breathe, water to drink, and land to live on
without paying tribute therefor, and that
governments had no right in the sight of God
or in the light of the teachings of Christ to
give the control of those rights, advantages,
or privileges, which nature or the community
has created, into the hands of the influential
few as against the claims of the undesigni eﬁ
many. Hence it was to overthrow entrench
wrong and unjust precedent, which he saw
everywhere around him, that he devoted
the best years of his life; and he died as he
had lived, clad in the armor of truth, his face
toward the foes of justice, fighting “for the
cause that lacks assistance, ’gainst the
wrongs that need resistance.”

He was a man of exceptional mental power,
a careful observer, a close reasoner, cautious
in arriving at conclusions on anything less
than overwhelming evidence. He had traveled
far and observed much, and from observa-
tions and study he concluded that the chief
cause of poverty was to be found in the un-
just and inequitable system of taxation
prevailing not only in this country but in
almost all others. Now the power to tax
is one of the most far-reaching prerogatives
of governments. It carries with it the power
and evils of confiscation. It is as old as
government itself, and in its various applica-
tions it has attached not only to man in his
own person, but has claimed and collected
tribute from every form of human industry,
toil, accumulation and possession. The evils
and inequalities growing out of the exercises
of this power have been as numerous as the
capabilities of the human mind to conceive.
Driven to desperation by the extravagance
of dissolute monarchs and rulers, official
treasurers, almost from time immemorial, have
exacted contributions from every l)erson
and valuable thing within the inexorable arm
of the law. With the military to exact com-
ﬁliance, registance on the part of the subject

as usually been futile, while alleged necessities
from within and dangers from without have
been the ever-ready excuses to justify, placate,
and appease. The longer an injustice exists
the stronger, and, to some minds, more sacred
it becomes, and thus methods of taxation
defensible in the beginning on no grounds o
equity or moraliay, have been re-enacted
by parliaments and congresses, and tolerated,
sustained, and upheld by the masses. In-
deed, it would seem that for thousands of
years governments have acted upon the
theory of the French financier, Colbert, who
somewhat cynically declared that *taxation
was the art of so plucking the goose as to
secure the largest amount of feathers with
the least amount of squealing.” In plain
truth, I do not hesitate to say that every form
of indirect taxation was designed to conceal
theft, has been perpetuated to cover up ex-
t.ra.vn.%n.nce, and is the legitimate outgrowth
of Colbert’s financial philosophy. With all our
boasted intelligence, our people are the in-
nocent instrumentalities in the hands of
sentiment and tradition. Else where shall
we account for the incongruous theories
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concerning taxation which have grown up-
amongst us, and in one form or another have
been enacted into statute laws?

More than one hundred years ago Adam
Smith laid down four canons of taxation
the first of which is, “That the subjects of
every state ought to contribute to the support
of the government as nearly as possible in
proportion to their respective abilities, that is,
1n proportion to the revenue which they re-
spectively enjoy from the protection of the
state.” Instead, however, of acting upon
that principle, it would seem that govern-
ments have sought rather to obscure and
evade it. It would be difficult, indeed, to
find much of the essence of that great canon
in the taxation laws of this country. S8yndi-
cates, combinations, and trusts have been or-
ganized in every conceivable form and, os-
tensibly, for every conceivable purpose, to
escape personal liability on the part of the pro-
moters thereof, to smother competition,
enhance prices, reduce wages, monopolize
trade and to seal the evidences of wealth from
the eye of the assessor or tax collector. Or,
failing in this, flagrant and open bribery has
been resorted to to accomplish the same re-
sult. Evasions of the law regarding the
listing of personal property for taxation
have become the rule rather than the ex-
ception. What in the early days would
have been considered a erime has, in these
later days, come to be looked upon as a vir-
tue by men of large corporate wealth, hold-
ing extensive personal estates. Nor is this
alf The most vicious teachings have been in-
culeated into the minds of the American peo-
ple, especially regarding the effect of certain
methods of taxation. few years ago, back
in Iowa, I heard political orators solemnly
declare to the evident gratification of their
audiences that a customs duty of twenty-
five cents a bushel on corn, wheat, and oats
resulted in an increase to just that extent
in the prices of those cereals.

This was believed, notwithstanding we ex-

rted millions of bushels and imported none.

ence, a certain political party was to be
eternaily glorified because of its solicitous care
of the farmer. Now that our manufacturers
are successfully competing with those of other
nations in the markets of the world, we are
told by these same orators that this same
customs duty, by some inscrutable process,
has worked a reduction in prices. The
gravity of the situation appears when we
reflect that a majority of our people evi-
dently believe both these absurd proposi-
tions.

Is it any wonder that we have been grop-
ing in a wilderness of economic doubt re-

arding taxation when such things are be-
ieved?

There was work, indeed, for the great mind
and heart of Henry George. He took this
abstruse subject, and, having mastered it him-
self, proceeded to elucidate, illustrate, make
plain. That he is misunderstood is due sim-
ply to the fact that he has not been read and
studied. Throughout all his writings, whether
considering taxation in the abstract, whether



HENRY GEORGE’S BIRTHDAY. 57

demolishing the “manufactured to order”
arguments of Herbert Spencer, whether
replying to the Duke of Argyll or answering
the far-reaching but untenable statements
of Pope Leo, there was ever the broad, hu-
manitarian spirit of fairness, of justice for
all men, high and low, rich or poor. He
blamed not men, but conditions and prece-
dents; he attacked not men, but systems, and

reooimzing that selfishness is inherent in us
all, he acknowledged an Astor or Vanderbilt
to be as much a victim of circumstances as
the poorest man in the land. He opposed
war, stood for peace, and pleaded for liberty,
freedom and opgortunity for all men in
climes. Art and literature, science and in-
vention, statesmanship, education and en-
li.il;tenment——theae were the heights toward
which he would have led us.all.

He hoped and prayed and pleaded and
believed that—

There should come from out this noise of
strife and g'roaning,
A broader and a juster brotherhood,
A deep equality of aim, postponing
All selfish seeking to the general good.
There shall come a time when each shall to

another

Be as Christ would have him, brother unto
brother.

There shall come a time when brother-
hoods grow stronger

Than the narrow bounds which now dis-
tract the world;
When the cannons roar and
blare no longer,
And ironclad rusts and battle-flags are
furled; .
When the bars of creed and speech and
race, which sever,
8hall be fused in one humanity forever.

When the world once knows and com-

rehends the mighty purposes set in motion
gy Henry George, nations will cease to
wage wars for conquest and subjection—
they will be actuated by higher motives than
the sale of rum and gunpowder and opium,
and the conquering of continents for commerce
and spoilation. The energies of men will
be devoted to the amelioration of mankind,
not its enslavement. For—

Were half the power that fills the earth with

terror,
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps
and courts,
Given to redeem the human mind from error,
There were no need for arsenals and forts.
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The warrior’s name would be a name ab-
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And every nation that should lift again
Its hand against a brother, on its forehead

Would wear forever more the curse of Cain.

While the world pays homage and builds
monuments to its conqll_llering chieftains and
war heroes, I prefer rather to treasure in the
hearts of man the memory of one who had
no ambition but to do good and be just;
uo aspiration but “to mark out the path and
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clear the way up which all the nations of
the earth must come in God’s appointed time, "’
and who “dared for a great cause to fight, to
suffer, if need be to die.”

Speak, History. Who are life's victors?
Unroll thy long annals and say,
Are they those whom the world calls the
victors,
Who won the success of the day?

18, or Nero? The Spartans
Who fell at Thermopyl®'s tryst,

Or the Persians and Xerxes? His judges,

Or Socrates? Pilate, or Christ?

Changing only the terms I make his own
1 at once the measure of his life’s work
and his epitaph.

“He sought the law and justice. And, his
nobler nature developed, there arose the
desire, higher nl‘:'.let’ that even he might some-
how aid in making life better and brighter, in
destroying want and sin, sorrow and shame.
He turned his back upon the feast and re-
nounced the place of power; he left to others
to accumulate wealth, to gratlfy pleasant
tastes, to bask themselves in the warm sun-
shine of the brief day. He worked for those
he never saw nor could see; for a fame, or
maybe for a scant justice, that could only
come long after the clods had rattled upon
his coffin lid. He toiled in the advance,
where it was cold, and there was little cheer
from men, and the stones were sharp and the
brambles thick. Amid the scoffs and sneers
that stabbed like knives, he builded for the
future; he cut the trail that pro ive hu-
manity might hereafter broaden into a high-
road. Into higher and grander spheres %na
desire mounted and beckoned, and a star that
rose in the east led him on.”

This is the height and breadth and depth
of his mighty purpose, which, let us hope,
will grow and blossom till established justice
and equality shall be the heritage of men
through all the lengthened years.

Among other speakers were Judge E. D.
Benson, Geo. F. Cotterill, E. W. Way, Harry
W. Stern, and Rev. Mr. Simmons. e t
that we have not space for these, since all of
them are worthy of permanent preservation.

Large meetings were held in Philadelphia,
in San Francisco, in Cincinnati, in New Or-
leans and other cities. Mention of these will
be found in our News department. Wherever
the faithful were gathered, there, if there were
but two who could meet, the anniversary of
the day which saw the birth of the prophet
of a better time was not allowed to pass with-
out some appropriate sign.

FRANK H. WARREN.

Frank H. Warren, whose portrait appears
eisewhere, was born in Sarina, Ont., September
3, 1864, and five years later went with his
parents to East Saginaw, Mich., where, for
seven vears, he received a common school
education. He removed from here to Windsor,
Ont., with his parents in 1876, and a year
later went to live with a doctor in Reading,



