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the best I can with it. But I am not a policeman,

nor a fireman, nor a builder. It would be foolish

for any director to try to tell Chief Wallace, for

instance, how to fight tire.

"I will advise with them and attend to the tech

nical part of the work that must legally be done by

me, but I shall not interfere with details.

"This whole arrangement puts more power into

the hands of the Mayor, and more responsibility

.on the heads. He makes the appointments of the

heads of departments. They are responsible to

him and the board of control.

'"This plan, which merges safety and service

boards, is not as good as the old federal plan, hut

T think it will work out well."

A CHINAMAN WRITING OF HIS

OWN PEOPLE.

From a Leaflet Entitled "The United States and

China," Written by Wei-Ching W. Yen, Second

Secretary of the Chinese Legation at

Washington.

We have a saying that between right and wrong

the public is an equitable judge; or in the words

I of Sir Robert Hart, "they (the Chinese) believe

in right so firmly that they scorn to think it re

quires to be supported or enforced by might."

That this saying is based on a correct philosoph

ical conception, and that our belief is also the

guiding principle of the great men of other na

tions is proved by the numerous foreign states

men and writers that have rushed to our defense

whenever the honor and fair name of China have

lieen unjustly assailed or her actions misconstrued.

Nothing in the history of the foreign relations of

the Empire has afforded us more gratification and

filled us with more pride and hope than the

staunch friendship and deep affection which so

many foreigners, generally the ones that know us

best, have for China.

It is hardly possible to restrain a smile when

we read that "no one knows or ever will know

the Chinese, the most incomprehensible, inscrut

able, contradictory, logical, illogical people on

earth." This sounds something like a characteriza

tion, in a comic paper, of women, and is not to he

taken seriously. The fact is, we are very much like

other human beings, with to lie sure some pe

culiarities, due to centuries of segregation from

other nations. But we have essentially "the same

hopes and fears, the same joys and sorrows, the

same susceptibility to pain and the same capacity

for happiuess." With increased and better ac

quaintance of the world through travel abroad and

reading at home, the representative men of our

country will lose many of the traits and discard

many of the customs that seem peculiar to West

erners. Indeed, we have already a class of cos

mopolitans, men who have enjoyed educational

facilities abroad and who arc as much at home

in London or New York as in Peking.

In recent years, a revolution has taken place

in our world of thought. Always a nation that

delighted in books and worshipped literary talent,

we have had a literature equal in extent and qual

ity to that of Greece or Rome. Very few West

erners who have mastered our language have not

echoed and re-echoed the sentiment that "untold

treasures lie hidden in the rich lodes of Chinese

literature.'' This mine of intellectual wealth has

been enriched by the translation of the best work?

of the West. John Stuart Mill, Huxley, Spencer.

Darwin and Henry George, just to mention a fc»

of the leading scholars of the modern age, are

as well known in China as in this country. Th«-

doctrine of the survival of the fittest is on the lips

of every thinking Chinese, and its grim signifi

cance is not lost on a nation that seems to be the

center of the struggle in the Far East. Western

knowledge is being absorbed by our young men at

home or abroad at a rapid rate, and the mental

power of a large part of four hundred millions

of people, formerly concentrated on the Confucian

classics, is being turned in a new direction—the

study of the civilization of the West.

Socially, an agricultural people is being trans

formed of a sudden into a manufacturing and in

dustrial nation. New desires have given birth to

new wants; the railway and the steamship must

take the place of the mule cart, the sedan chair

and the houseboat ; gas and electricity supplant the

paper lantern and the oil lamp; the roar of the

iooin l)cwilders the factory girl who has been used

to the hand-weaving machine; and the smoke of

factories and arsenals threatens to soil the blue of

our skies and make hideous the exterior form of

nature as it has done in the West. . .

There is a public opinion in China now that

makes itself heard and obeyed. No longer is it

possible to hold to the conception that China

stands for a few men in power and that their will

is the law of the land. As Mr. Elihu Root has

recently expressed it, "The people now, not gov

ernments, make friendship or dislike, sympathy or

discord, peace or war between nations." The

people of China are gradually coming to their

own. and with the elaborate preparations now

being made for a constitutional government, it is

only a question of a few years when a Chinese'

parliament becomes an established fact, and an

other member of the human family added to the

ranks of liberal government.
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JURIES AND THE LAW.

From the London Daily News of June 24, 1909.

What we felt it necessary to say the other day

about Mr. Justice Ridley's hectoring of a jury on

circuit, as reported in a Wolverhampton paper.


