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‘An Economic Program for Russia

In “the serions discussions now
under way &5 to what kind of world
this will e when the war iz over,
little attention s being accorded to
the prospects in Soviet Rugsia. Yet,
no provram of 'World reconstructmn
can he- undertaken w1thout taking
into consxderahon that vast country
'Wlth itg 1"’0 000 ODO peopie.

The behef and hope 1s expressed
‘rhat a.fter the ‘war Europe will dig-
arm. But would that be possible if
Rus,sxa rema.ms armed" Would not
the eontinued armament and miii-
tarization of Rusiia lead to 'a new
rearmament of Europe‘?

Ta 'oe sure, 1t is d:ffxeult to im-
agme Russ1a remammg static with
the rest of thg world undergo1ng
profound tremsformatmn We  are
frequently told tha,t Stalin will fall
-when ‘Hitler collapses, that thete will
be a revolutmn in Russia. What

Ould b’ the’ mcral and political
character of a revolutlon in Russua."
I thmk we can’ try to. answer the
ques!;:on on the _basis of available
facts and tllen- mescapa."nle logic,

’I‘he chief ob;ectwe of the future
regl.me in Soviet Russia must be the
couni;rys emanczpatmn from the fet-
ters of Stalm and the dictatorship.
And thm mvolves not only politics
but economics. Both in Russia and
Ger,ma.ny the state bas taken every-
thing into its hands: food,-clothing,
housmg, the theatre, the press, books,
The. state. controls and: dispenses ev-
erythmg It holds every human be-
ng in its. gragp. The state is all,
The mdwzdual and the. masses are
slaves. = Freedom can be restored
only by the.- gra.dual llberatmn of the
human oemg from the sts.te It w1ll
therefore, e necessary ‘to restore
gradually a sector . of private enter-
prise. For example, the eommerma.l
é.pp‘hmatus in Rugsia is”"working very
badly Czarist ‘Russia had 1,168, 000
'trade establishments in 1912, both

i’ the wholesale and’ retail fieids.
”l‘he ‘United” States has 1,543,000
wholesale and IE}l.a.l]. establlshments.
Sovmt Russza Whi(!h

1s a much

tty, bag -’ o'ﬂy' 352, 000 “TH pomt o

By %. YORWEYSKY

"Phe antlior of this srticle, which was
translated frem the Russias and pub-
hshed hére by The New Leader, organ
of ‘the Social Demoerats-—throngh whose
courtesy  we are privileged o presemt
this abstract—is 2 distingnished Bussian
Soe!ahst ami economlst‘. who took part
in  the preparation of the first Sov1e1:
Five-Year Plan. As the - vesult of his
experience in the Bolsherik civil service,
he -is - one of the few egconomists abroad
who are able to interpret adequafely So-
viet' statistips, and frem his resigence in
¥yanee - he has- carried om 2 contuming
statistical study of the davelopment of
the Soviet State.

trade development, Soviet Russia oc-
cupies a position very much at the
bottom of the scale among the back-
ward countries. It will be neces-
sary to emancipate prwa.te “trade in
order to give i an opportumty to
develop and to supply the people’s
needs. ' '
There are today 1,500,000 artizang
and craftsmen in Soviét Russia. The
Soviet goverm'ne 1t has forcibly com-
hined them in 45000 “artels” wum-
der ‘control of the state, They work
in the so-called ‘‘staté worlishops.”
No shoemaker, tailor, seamstress or
carpenter is permitted to work for
himself or her self. They must work to-
nether in the “artels.” Fer example,
1f a pea.sant needs a pair of shoes
ard there is mo “artel” in “his vil-
lage he’ must travel for miles to a
“state Workshop” to obtain them,
TIn 1037, accordmg to official fig-
ures, 861,000 artisang deserted the
“artels.” But *then places were talk-
en by 987 OOB others. 'TThis is not
surprxqmg, £or the members of the
“artels”’ hke the population as &
whole, are “constantly striving to
free themselves from eontrol and op-
pression of the state "Government
pergecution of’ artlsa.ns compelsthem,
howevsr, to return each time ‘to the
voke,“to the “state worl{shops it
they are not to strave.
" Coupled with the liberation of
private trade, theremust ‘be a restora-
tion of private housing construction.
Few houses have been built sinde 1929,
Thé hoirible housing Gonditions pre-

vailing. in Russia can be remedied
cnly if private enterprise is. added
to government effort. Small homes
confiscated by the government, par-
ticularly in the provinces, must be
returned. to their former owners,
Houses “nationalized” by the gov-
ernment have fallen into decay and
disrepair, If this condition continues
to prevail, no one will Have a home.

But thé domains of a.ot1v1ty men
tioned do not exhaust fhe fields
-where private initiative must he re-
stored, The na,turai resourees, trans—
portation “and heavy mclustry ca.n
arid &hould remain in ihé hands of
the state, provided the state iy dem-
otratized and returned io ¢ontrol of
the peopie, but there 'is not the
glightest reason Wwhy individuais
should be forbidden to engage in
hunfing and fishihg. Today, ‘8 H0o-
viet citizen is forbidden’ under’ pain
of severe punishment to fish or fo
hunt. These e_n_ter_pnees are gov-
grnment Tionopolies.  As a comge-
guence, the Russian people have
much less fish today than they had
hefore. the la.st war.

The free trades and professions
musi- also be’ llberated Teday only
government cllmcs are a.vaﬂe,ble for
medigal and demtal atténtion.’ Doc-
tors’ and dentists are penmtted to
practme only in‘suck’ cl:mes, ‘of Wluch
there are not nearly enough, with
the result that mﬂllons of people'
must travel long dlstanees to ‘get
relief from’ zllness or tooth ache and
1o Wa,1t for many hours l‘before theg ¥
receive if. When the profeséxons a.re
set free, the people, who are now
svfferng from lack of *'necllcal a.nd
dental famlmes, will find ‘this «dhe
dition much Improved Socxahzatwn
of 'medicine and dentmtry presup-
poses the emstence of an a.bundance
of PTopEr resources. CIt ig r1dio_ulou.>
to. make the people suffer by' ‘so-
cializifig” limited resourdes while in-
terfering with the “development of
new resources, which can comeé only
rwﬂ;h a greater measure of freedoin.
 All the reforms mentioned here
Are 1NOW =oe;11g vud ely talked about }
in’ Rusgia. “They are demanded by
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teng of millions of human beings,
who do not dare to proclaim their
demands publicly. As long as Stalin |
and his totalitarian regime remain
_in power, Russia cannot liberate |
herself so that she may once again -
breathe and work freely. o
The alternative is simple: either
Russia will be given freedom to'!
think, to work, to live, to create, or :
the Stalin regime will be destroyed. :



