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THE CONVERSION OF ABUNASAS.

By FraNk O. ZoCHER.

Tanslated for the Resiew from the Esperanto
language by A. H. Weller, out o' The
British Esperantist.

CHAPTER 1.
ABUNASAS THE ROBBER,

The French called him a brigand. He
called himself ‘‘Robber Abunasas, King of
the Sahara.” As king, acting in kingly
manner, he demanded taxes from the
travellers who crossed the desert in cara-
vans. These travelers paid, willingly or
unwillingly, because when pleasant argu-
ments were not quickly effective Abunasas
knew very well how to apply more striking
arguments. King Abunasas smilingly
pocketed the plunder, most affably and
generously gave necessary information and
advice to the travellers, and royally dis-
missed them,

The complaints about these robberies
so increased that at last the French Gov-
ernment seriously discussed means for put-
ting an end to them. After long consulta-
tions it was decided to send an ambasador
to Abunasas with the following official
proposal: — ** The French Government
guarantees a full pardon to Abunasas, and
offers him a profitable post on condition
that he leaves the Sahara and consents to
live in France.” To that Abunasas replied
as follows:-—'"To the Most Honorable and
Mighty Government of France! I, Abun-
asas, was born in the Sahara, in the Sahara
I live and in the Sahara I will die. I am
indeed a true child of the sandy ocean.
I love my fatherland, and therefore never
and under no circumstances will I consent
to live elsewhere, Here exist neither
oppressors nor oppressed. My subjects
are happy and enjoy the greatest liberty.
My fate is interwoven with the fate of my
people. With them I am happy, with them
I will remain.—Abunasas, King of thc
Sahara.”

This arrogant answer greatly enraged the
French government, and they immediately
decided to send an army against the out-
law. Nevertheless, between the sending
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of an army and the capture of the robber
there is a great difference. Abunasas,
through his informers, soon learnt of their
intention and without delay prepared a
splendid welcome for his enemies. Dur-
ing a stormy night Abunasas and his men
unexpectedly fell upon the French soldiers,
and carried off all their provisions. Now
the Frenchmen found themselves in a very
critical situation. What was to be done?
Without food or water, far from village
or town, there remained for them only one
way to escape from perishing of hunger
and thirst—to humbly beg provisions
from the detestable outlaw, Abunazas
generously gave them back enough food
and water to enable them to reach the
nearest French military station. Then,
being left in peace by the French, he more
comfortably continued his robberies to
the great distress of travelers.

Once more complaints grew until the
French government were compelled to
decide to put an end for ever to the exploits
of Abunasas. They sent a larger army
against him this time, and, to inspire the
fervour of the soldiers, promised a prize of
25,000 francs to those who captured him,
dead or alive. Abunasas, hearing of the
gmgat honor done to him, meditatively
scratched his head, tapped his nose, and
finally rubbed his hands together joyfully.
He had discovered a means of securing the
valuable prize promised by the French Gov-
ernment. Perhaps the reader will ask—
“What did Abunasasdo to acquire for him-
self and his companions the desired sum of
money?"" Possibly you think he gave himself
up to the French? If you think so, dear
reader, you are indeed a simpleton, Abun-
asas did nothing of the kind. He knew hia
clients and was aware that if he gave
himself up the French Government would
honestly pay him the promised sum, and
afterwards, in accordance with French
law, have him shot and confiscate all his
po-sessions. No, he simply acted the
role of a coward, and always running away,
enticed the Frenchmen farther and farther
into places dangerous for foreigners. There
he con.tantly attacked them, hindered
their attempts to find water, and left
them neither sleep nor rest, so that after
a short time the French soldiers were
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terribly exhausted., One night, during a
terrible sand storm, it was easy for the
indefatigable Abunasas to capture the
whole French army. In order that Abun-
asas should liberate his captives, the French
government paid him 25,000 francs. In
the highest good humor he conducted the
soldiers to the northern boundary of the
Sahara, and right royally bade them fare-
well, saying: ‘Do not forget to give my
respectful salutations to your rulers.”

But Abunasas was becoming an old man,
and possibly on that account he began to
grow more prudent. After long meditation
about the past and the future, he decided
to make a practical and honest proposal
to the French government. He proposed
voluntarily to cease committing robbery
on condition that the French government
guaranteed to him, legally, officially, and
for ever, the indisputable possession of a
small, well defined territory lying in the
centre of the Sahara. The French govern-
ment thought this solution of the difficult
problem so cheap that it immediately
seized the opportunity, and without any
delay .ent an ambasador with a favorable
reply. The most famous lawyers prepared
the documents, fully securing to Abunasas
all that he required. The Ministers of
State subscribed their names and finally
the King himself added his royal seal.
So ended the reign of Abunasas, and the
first chapter of my story.

CHAPTER II.
ABUNASAS THE HONEST.

Naturally the news of this novel change
in the character of Abunasas spread with
lightning rapidity, not only in France,
but over the whole civilized world. The
French journals wonderingly and favor-
ably commented on the affair, La Gazette
de la Bourse in a long article on the front
page described Abunasas as ‘‘Our wise,
honest friend.” Le Temps, an official
journal, named him “Our new friend, our
powerful vassal,” etc. The Catholic journal
La Croix published a special edition about
the influence of our religion and about
the piety and almost saintliness of Abunas-
as. Only the Socialist papers ridiculed the
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whole affair, saying that Abunasas in his
old age was a fool. In short everybody
seemed to be satisfied, particularly the
merchants, who at once began to calculate
their future increased profits. But Abun-
asas had more reason to be satisfied than
all the others together. He indeed became
an independent landed proprietor, like an
autocratic prince in his own little country.
Congratulations and good wishes from
every country were showered upon him,
and the lady members of a Parisian gossip
club made proposals of marriage to him—
separately and secretly, of course. Abunas-
as laughed and—did not accept.

The millennium had arrived. Travelers
would fearlessly and at their pleasure
journey across the Sahara, and be assisted
by the advice of the ex-robbers. But in
the middle of the desert water is very
scarce, and to obtain it travelers naturally
visited Abunasas. He received them
cordially, enquired about their welfare
and the health of their wives and dear
children, and—sold water to them at a
very high price. The merchants, of course,
energetically protested against these new
and unexpected taxes, but Abunasas was

inflexible. *I, like you,” he said, ‘am a
merchant; you sell your goods, I sell
mine, Mine are water and ftuit,”" The

travellers paid, much against their will,
and again complained about the new
rogueries of Abunasas, But his contract
with the French government was legal
and binding. Vested interests must be
respected. Honest Abunasas became
richer and richer and more and more
affable.

But this quiet uneventful life began to
displease the ex-king. His high sense of
honor, and his increasing years, made a
return to his former manner of life impos-
sible, but not being unintelligent Abunasas
soon found a way out of his difficulty.
He put his estate and his rights into the
hands of a financial company, was called
its chief director and drew a very big salary,
and left the duties of its administration to
the sub-directors, Then, in spite of his
former patriotic assertion that he would
never consent to live away from his father-
land, Abunasas for many years travelled
through various European countries, and
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finally settled down in Paris. There he
died at the age of nearly 100, and his
mortal remains were interred in the beauti-
ful cemetery of Pere La Chaise.

Dear reader, which Abunasas do you
prefer? The robber? Or the Landowner?

SHALL CHINA OUTSTRIP US?

While Americans have been and are
still tinkering with laws prohibiting one
thing and regulating another in the hope
of bettering conditions, the Chinese are
preparing to adopt measures of a funda-
mental character. It is rather galling to
our national pride to be outstripped by a
nation we have been accustomed to look
upon as backward and barbarous. It will
be still more galling a few years hence to
find the Chinese the most prosperous
people on earth while we, who have been
in the habit of contemptuously speaking
of pauper labor, will still be wondering
how to prevent poverty from keeping step
with progress. Yet that will certainly be
the case if China continues to follow the
lead of Sun Yat Sen and America the
lead of stand-patters or would-be progress-
ives who think economic evils can be
cured by putting trust magnates in jail.—
Mobile (Ala.) Item.

NEED OF TAX REFORM.

The Toronto World is the shouter for a
tribe of farm land exploiters who insist
that the city shall supply the improvements
that enable them to mark up the quotations
on their untaxed property. Toronto
must face the problem of seeing that the
growth of the city benefits the people who
stimulate that growth by their expendi-
tures. The metropolitan district of Toronto
is ripe for the activity of a Lloyd-George.
There must be agitation for tax reform.
The city is being educated by a realization
of the certainty with which improvements
which purport to supply cheap homes for
the people work out so as to make it diffi-
cult, if not impossible, for these very
people to secure cheap homes. The
property owners of Toronto should be

assured that the land values which their
viaduct and their tubes must create will
either be returned to the city in the form
of contributions to the cost of these im-
provements, or will be offered to the com-
munity in the form of cheap home sites
for the wage-earner.—Toronto (Ontario)
Telegram.

BETTER REVENUE METHODS THAN
TARIFFS.

How can we raise our revenue, if not from
a tariff, you will say? That, as Kipling
says, is another story. But, just asstudents
of taxation problems are finding that local
assessment should not be a basis of taxa-
tion for state purpose, so we are finding that
tariff duties are not proper sources of
revenue for any purpose. The other
ncessary sources of revenue are easily
found if we look for them.

The recent victory of the common people
of England in taking an important step
toward a system of taxation which shall
tax these other sources of revenue instead
of the necessities of every day life should
enable us to see in what direction true pro-
gress lies and that the one important thing
at present is to avoid the adoption of the
democratic revenue tariff idea.—Hillsdale
(Mich.) Leader.

A SOCIALIST VIEW OF THE SINGLE
TAX.

What ss the Single Tax and how would it
benefit the farmerst The Single Tax is a
proposition to have no taxation except
that upon land values. Land in the city
would be taxed very much more than
farm land, of course. Unused land would
be taxed as high as used land of like value,
the improvements not being taxed. It
would benefit the farmer, in that it would
provide a tax that could be always located,
not an insidious, indirect tax; it would
cause many holding lands out of use for
speculation, to dispose of them, and so
enable the dispossessed to get land. Social-
ists hold that it is not the full remedy,
because it would leave the profit system
in existence, yet where it is to go to a refer-



